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Fiiforical Regifter. 
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GREAT BRITAIN. 
ABSTRACT of the Proceedings of the Seventh and 
laft Seffion of Parliament, Anno Geo. II. 7mo. 


2 HE great and fingular Importance of Mat- 
Ge ters debated this Seflion in the Right Hon. 
Me the Houfe of Lords, appears by the feveral 
maw Protelts inferted in our laft Regi/ter > We 
come now to the Proceedings of the Hon. 
Mixa Houfe of Commons, and fhall feles& on 
this Occafion, the moft remarkable Speeches pro and con. 
made upon the particular Points laid before "em. . 

On Wednefday the 23d of fanuary, the Houfe having 
refolv’d nemine contradicente, on a Supply to be granted 
fis Majefty, among other Accounts, order’d the follow- 
ing to be laid before ’em. 


An Eftimate of the Debt of his Majefly’s Navy on the Heads 
hereafter mention’d, as it flood December 1733, viz. 





UE, to pay off and difcharge all the Bills i. 
regifter’d on the Courfe of the Navy for $89836¢ 
Stores, &c. fupply’d for the Service thereof. 
To pay off and difcharge all the Bills regi- 
ffer’d on the faid Courfe, for Premiums ellow’d > 56814 
by A& of Parliament on Naval Stores. 
_ For Freight of Tenders, and for Stores deli- 
ver’d into his Majefty’s Yards, Gc. for which 
ho Bills were made out on Dec. 31, 1733, a8 
alfo to feveral Bills of Exchange ———- —— ) ——» 
Carry’d over mm 976022 
Te 


20851 
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i. 6. “He 
.» Brought over 976022 
To his Majefty’s Yards and Rope- 
Yards, for the Ordinary and Extraor- S 175564 17 2 
dinary thereof. 
To Half-Pay to Sea-Officers, accor- 
ding to an Eftablifhment made by his 19576 8 
late Majefty. 











1171163 05 3 
Seamens Wages. 
Due to the Men unpaid on the 


Books of Ships paid off. 8194 10 4 
To Ships in the Sea-Pay on above- 6 
faid Dec. 31. $ 232043 


To difcharge and pav off all the 
Bills enter’d in the Courfe, for Pilot- 





age, Surgeons, neceffary Bounties to 251 
Widows and Orphans of Men flain at 
Sea. 

241088 10 4 


Viétualling Debt, as per Fftimate from thofe Commiffioners. 


Due for Short-Allowance to the 
Company of his Majefty’s Ships in 15665 13 0 
Pay, and which have been paid off. 





For paying off all the Bills enter’d , 
on their Courfe. g 576726 319 § 
For neceffary Money, extraordinary 
necefflary Money, and Contingencies. 323 197.86 
To Officers, Workmen, and La- 8 
- bourers, employed at feveral Ports. $ a 6S 
602607 -14 §& 
Sick and hurt, for the Debt of that Office, 
Due for the Quarters and Care of 
fick and hurt Scamen fent afhore from 5 
his Majefly’s Fleet, and Contingen- 53! 7:30 





Cies relating to the faid Service. 
Sum Total 2020175 18 5 





From whence, dedu€&ing the Mo- 6 
ney in the Treafurer’s Hands, as below, ¢ 5q0824 (98 of 
Phe neat Debt will be 1873951 05 6 | 
: 


Memorandum, 
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Memarandum, There. are remaining in the late and 
prefent Treafurgr of the Navy’s Hands, on December 31, 
1733, in Money, as under mention’d, and may be rec- 
koned towards fatisfying the aforefaid Debt of the 
Navy. 





In the Hands of the Truftees for Mr. Hampden’s Eftate. 
; i 








: s. a, 
For Seamen’s Wages SEsgt 33 <3 
For Viétuals , 629 9° 6 
25881 2 8 
In the Hands of the Right Hon. Pat. Byng, Lord Vi/count 
Torrington, 
For Ware and Tare, and Ordinary 1318) 18 6 
For Seamens Wages 28077 ot 
For Vi&tuals 6373 3 9 
For fick and hurt Seamen . 2288 3 9 
For SeamensWages, to be apply” 
as the Services fhall require $ mere. 2 4 
120343 9.15 





146224 12 7 
N.B. Receiv’d fhort of the Supplies, 
‘Anno 1733. $ 160000 /, 


The fame Day it was refolv’d, That an humble Ad- 
drefs thould be prefented to his Majefty, that he would 
be gracioufly pleafed to give Dire&tions, that a Copy of 
the Treaty between his Majefty and the Emperor, cone 
cluded at Vienna in the Year 1731, with the fecret and 
feparate Articles, and the States Generals A& of Con- 
currence to the fame, fhould be laid before the Houfe 5 
and the faid Addrefs being ordered to be prefented to his 
Majefty by fuch Members of that Houfe, as were of his 
Majefty’s Moft Honourable Privy Council. 


Here Sir Ff ——n R-——~t, Bart. ftood up, and, after a 
fhort Speech, moved, That an humble Addrefs be pre- 
fented to his Majefty, that he would be pleafed to give 
Direftion, that the Letters and Inftruftions fent to his 
Majefty’s Minifters at the Courts of France and Spain, ve- 
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lating to the Execution of the Treaty of Seville, fhould 
Jaid be alfo before the Houfe. Upon this enfu’d a De- 
bate, in which fpoke the ee, Gentlemen, viz. 

Sir W. sm Y- I do not ftand up, Sir, to 
fzy any Thing againft che Power which this Houfe has 
of calling for whatever Papers they may think neceflary 
to givethem proper Lights into any Affair they are go- 
ing to take under Confideration : That the Houfe has 
fuch a Power, is what I believe no Gentleman will de- 
ny; but then every one muft grant, that this Power 
ought to be ufed with great Caution and Difcretion ; no 
Papers ought to be call’d for, but thofe which proper! y 
relate to the Affair in Hand, and withopt which, it 
would be impoffible to underftand fully and clearly what 
we are to be about. It has been refolved to addrefs his 
Majefty to order a Copy of the Treaty of Vienna to be 
Jaid before us, but I cannot apprehend what Conn¢&ion 
there is or can be between that Treaty, and the Letters 
and Inftru&tions fent to our Minifters at the Courts of 
France and Spain, relating to the Treaty of Seville.’ Can 
it be fuppofed, that thofe Letters and Inftructions have 
any Relation or Concern with a Treaty afterwards con- 
cluded with the Emperor, who was not at that Time in 
good Termis with either of the other two Courts? As all 
fuch Negotiations are carry *d on in the moft fecret Man- 
nér poflible, it cannot, in my Opinion, be fuppofed, 
that our Minifters, either at the Court of France or Spain, 
knew any Thing of thofe Negotiations at Vienna, which 
fo happily ended in that Treaty ; and therefore it is im- 
poflible to fuppofe, that we can, from the Letters and 
Infiru@ions fent to them, receive any Light or Informa- 
tion, with Refpeét to ‘the Treaty of Vienna now called 
for. 

But granting, Sir, that fome p@hible Conne&tion might 
be found out, between the ‘Treaty of Vienna, and the 
Letters and Inftruétions which the Hon. Gentleman has 
been pleafed to move for, yet there is another Rule to be 
obferv’d in the ufing that Power which this Houfe has 
of calling for Papers, which, in the prefent Cafe will be 
an effefual Barto the Motion : Tho’ this Houfe has a 
Power of calling for Papers, yet we ought in no Cafe to 
call for thofe Papers which may contain Secrets, the pub- 
Vithing whereof’ might be of fignal Difadvantage to the 
Common-wealth ; I believe it will be granted, that a 
Secret communicated once to this Houfe, is in great Dan- 
ger of not remaining long a Secret: It was never a 
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that a Secret was Jong kept by any fuch numerous Affem- 
bly 3; and therefore we ought to be extreamly cautious, 
and never call for any Papers which may contain fuch 
Secrets. For my own Part, I do not pretend to know 
the Nature of thofe Inftru&tions or Letters; but it is 
certain, that fome of them may contain fomething not 
proper to be publifh’d to the World at this Junflure 5 
the publifhing of it might, perhaps, open old Sores, 
and give Offence to fome of thofe Powers with whom 
we have at prefent a good Underftanding ; by which his 
Majefty’s Negotiations for retloring the Tranquillity of 
Europe might be very much embaraffed, perhaps ren- 
der’d entirely fruitlefs, and therefore I cannot but think, 
that any fuch general Call for Papers, is now, and al- 
ways will be, of dangerous Confequence. 

If this Houfe fhould at any Time hereafter refolve to 
take the Treaty of Seville into their Confideration, when 
that Day comes, if any Gentleman of this Houfe can 
then Jay his Finger on any particular Paper, which he 
thinks may be neceffary for the Information of the 
Houfe, he may then move for it, and the Houfe may, 
if they think proper, agree to fuch a Motion ; but to 
make fuch a general Motion as at prefent, to call for all 
the Letters and InflruGtions fent to our Minifters at thofe 
two Courts in general, I think moft improper and irre- 
gular, and therefore J fhall give my Negative to it. 
| Sir W——m W m, Sir, notwith{tanding what 
the honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft has faid, f 
cannot help being of Opinion, that the Motion made by 
my honourable Friend is regular, and that the Papers he 
has called for, are fuch as muft neceffarily tend to give 
the Houfe a great deal of Information, not only with 
Relation to the Treaty of Seville, but likewife with 
Relation to the Treaty which we fhall foon have, I hope, 
Jaid before us, in Purfuance of the Refolution we have 
juft now come to ; and therefore I take it to be as proper 
now as it can be when the Day comes which the Gentle- 
suan {peaks of. 

As to any Secret which may be contain’d in the Pa- 
pers call’d for, and which it would not be proper at pre- 
fent to publith to the World, that can be no Argument 
againft the Motion ; becaufe, if that fhould happen to 
be the Cafe, his Majefty would communicate to us none 
but fuch as contained no fuch Secrets ; and in his An- 
fwer to our Addrefs, would acquaint us, that the other 
Letters or Inflrutions contained fuch Secrets as were not 
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proper to be reveal’d at prefent; this would be a proper 
Anfwer from his Majefty, and fuch an Anfwer as this 
Houfe would certainly reft fatisfy’d with, unlefs fome 
very ftrong Reafons appeared to the contrary: But,- 
Sir, this is an Anfwer which ought not to be taken 
from any other Perfon but his Majefty: It is below the 
Dignity of this Houfe to take it from any other ; it is 
what no Member of this Houfe ought fo much as to in- 
Tinuate 3 for any fuch Infinuation is offering an Indig- 
nity to the Crown, becaufe it feems to be a diftating to 
his Majefty, and prefcribing to him what Anfwer he is 
to make to the Addrefs of this Houfe. The Gentleman 
fpoke of opening old Sores, and that the publifhing 
of thofe Papers might give Offence to fome of thofe 
Powers we are now in Friendfhip with : This feems 
to be a very extraordinary Reafon againft the Motion ; 
tor am fure this Reafon will hold equally good againf 
calling for any Treaty, or any Paper relating to foreign 
Negotiations; and I can fee no Difference between de- 
nying that the Houfe has a Power to call for any Papers, 
and making Ufe of an Argument, which, if allow’d, 
would render that Power altogether ineffectual : But, 
Sir, I would gladly know what Prince, what State there 
is now in Europe, whom we have not difubliged and fal- 
Jen out with, by Turns; and fhall it be faid, that the 
publifhing of thofe Negotiations which we carry’d on 
while we were at Enmity, or at leaft not in a cordial 
Friendfhip with them, will open thofe Sores which 
were entirely healed up by a new Treaty afterwards 
concluded with them ? Does not every Gentleman fee, 
that this Argument ftrikes againft this Houfe’s ever de- 
firing to have any foreign Treaty or Negotiation laid be- 
fore them, except fuch as have been before publifhed to 
the World ? 

As to the Conne€tion between the Papers now moved 
for, and the Treaty juft before call’d for, it is, in my 
Opinion, evident ; For what End have we called for a 
Copy of the Treaty of Vienna ? What are we to confider 
of, when we enter into the Confideration of that Trea- 
ty ? Are not we to confider, whether it was for the Be- 
nefit of this Nation, or not ? And how thall we deter- 
mine this, without knowing the Cireumflances, or thofe 
Affairs which made it neceffary for us to conclude fuch 
a burthenfome Treaty ? It is well known, that by that 
Treaty we enter’d into very great Engagements ; En- 
gagements, which, if punétually perform’d, may = 

2 this 











N°LXXIV = for the Tear 1734. 183 


this Nation infinite Sums of Money ; and Engagements 
which we certainly ought not to have enter’d into, if 
the publick Tranquillity could have been eftablifhed at 
any cheaper Reté. ‘Is it to be prefumed, that the Im- 
pofibility which was found of carrying the Treaty of 
Seville into Execution, without involving ourfelves and 
all Europe in-a bloody War, was what made it neceflary 
for us to agree to thofe Engagements contain’d in the 
Treaty of Vienna: And how is it poffible for us to deter- 
mine, whether or no there was an Impoflibility of car- 
rying the Treaty of Seville into Execution, without ha- 
ving all thofe Papers firft laid before us, which relate to 
the Execution of that Treaty? It was, I remember, 
when firft concluded, a Treaty which was much brage’d 
of by the Friends of the Gentleman who fpoke Jait; 
and if it was fo good a Thing, 1 cannot find out why 
he or his Friends fliould be fo fond of keeping fecret 
either the Means by which it was obtain’d, or the Me- 
thods that were afterwards ufed for carrying it into 
Execution. As to the Means by which that Treaty 
was obtain’d, they may not, perhaps, relate much to 
the Treaty of Vienna; but as to the Methods ufed for 
catrying it into Execution, the laft of which was the 
Treaty of Vienna, every Man mutt fee the Connettion, 
and therefore every Man muft be convinced, that ir is 
neceflary for us to have the Papers now moved for, laid 
before us, before we can properly take the Treaty of 
Vienna into our Confideration. 

His Majefty, Sir, in his Speech from the Throne, 
recommends the prefent Situation of Affairs to the Con- 
fideration of Parliament, he recommends it to us through. 
Jy to weigh and confider all Circumftances before we 
come toa final Determination ; but if fuch Things ag 
are neceffary for our Information, are, when cali’d for, 
refufed by thofe in Power, how is it poflibie for us to 
anfwer his Majefty’s Expe€tations ? It mut be owned, 
that we have, of late Years, been in very odd Circum- 
fiances ; and our prefent Situation may, perhaps, in 
the Opinion of many, be owing, in fome Meafure, to 
the Mifmanagement of thofe in the Adminiftration ; E 
fhall not fay it is fo; but if this be not the Cafe, I can 
fee no Reafon for refufing the Papers now called for ; and 
if this be really the Cafe, it ought certainly to be en- 
quir’d into, and the Papers now call’d for, as well as 
a great many others, mutt neceffarily be laid before us, 
in order to enable us to mike a proper Enquiry, and to 
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apply proper Remedies for thofe Evils which the Na- 
tion labours under at prefent. Upon the whole, Sir, 
as I faid at firft, I think the Motion now made to us 
moft regular, [think it is abfolutely neceffary for us to 





‘have thofe P.pers laid before us ; for without them, I 


am fure, the Refolution we have juft now come to, caf 
be of no Effeé&t, and therefore I hope the Houfe will 
agree to the Motion. ‘ ‘ ' 

Mr. C r of the Ex———r._ I fland wp, Sir, 
to agree in fome Part with the honourable Gentleman 
who fpoke laft: If we are at prefént in any unhappy 
Situation, and if i¢ be but thought, by any Gentleman 
in this Houfe, that that Situation is any Ways owing to 
the Mifmanagement of thofe in the Adminiftration, in 
my Opinion, whoever thinks fo, ought to move for this 
Houfe’s going into fuch an Enquiry; they ought to 
move for the Houfe to go into a Committee upon the 
State of the Nation; and upon the Foot of fuch an En- 
quiry, I will willingly join Ifwe with the honourable 
Gentleman, or any other Gentleman in this Houfe : 
Whenever the Houfe fhall pleafe to refolve upon going 
into fuch a Committee, I promife, that fo far as lies in’ 
iny Power, nothing thall be refufed that is thought pro- 
per or neceffary for giving the Houfe all the Information 
that can be wished or defired ; but as that Time is not 
yet come, I muft think that the Motion now under our 
Confideration is very irregular, and feems calculated 
rather for giving Gentlemen an Opportunity of declaim- 
ing againft thofe who have the Honour to ferve the 
Crown, than for procuring any proper Information to 
the Houfe, or any Advantage to the Country. 

It is ufual, Sir, for fome People to make Motions 
rather to fix unpopular Things on others, than to have’ 
any Information for themfelves : Fhey make Motions ia 
order to make a Figure in the Votes, which are fent to 
all Parts of the Nation, and to ferve fome particular 
Ends of their own : When a Negative is put upon any 
fuch Motion, they are then ready to cry out, we would 
have reliev’d you, we would have extricated you from’ 
all the Difficulties you labour under, but we were by 
Power deny’d the Means of doing it. This, Sir, is a 
Piece of Management, it is a Sort of Parliamentary 
Play, which has always been praétifed by thofe who 
oppofe the Meafures of the Adminiftration; I remem- 
ber it as long as I remember Parliaments, and have by 
my own Experience been acquainted with it: I can re- 
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member Motions made with no other View, but to 
have a Negative put upon them, and particularly at 
the Beginning of a Seflion, the Language among fuch 
Gentlemen has always been, we muft give them no Reft, 
but make Motion after Motion ; if they agree ‘in any 
Motion-we make, it will diftrefs them ; and if they put 
a Negative upon every one, it will render them odious 
among the People. 

This, I fay, has been always the common Pra€ice 
of thofe who are refolved, at any Rate to oppofe the 
Adminiftration ; but I muft take Notice, that to fay, 
that any Motion in Parliament is refufed by Power, is, 
in my Opinion, a very unparliamentary Way of fpeak- 
ing; when any Motion is made, every Gentleman is at 
Liberty to debate with Freedom upon it, and to agree or 
difagree as he thinks reafonable ; if it be rejeéted, it 
mutt be by a Majority of the Houfe, and becomes an 
At of this Houfe ; and to fay, that what is an A& of 
the Houfe, is an A&t of Power, is not, I think, fpeak- 
ing in the Language of Parliament. 

I thall Jikewife agree with the honour.ble Gentleman, 
that when any Papers are moved to be called for, the 
Houfe is not to be told by any Member, or any but his 
Majefty, that fuch Papers contain Secrets which muft 
not yet be difcover’d ; but I hope the Gentleman will 
agree with me, that it is below the Dignity of this 
Houfe to prefent infignificant Addreffes to his Majefty ; 
we are not to defire of his Majefty, what evidently and 
at firft Sight appears to be fuch as his Majefly cannot 
comply with ; and therefore, when a Motion for any 
fuch Addrefs is made, any Gentleman of the Houfe may, 
nay he ought, if he thinks fo, to rife up and thew to 
the Houfe, that what is defired by the Addrefs moved 
for, is of fuch a Nature, that his Majefty cannot com- 
ply with it ; and this I take to be the Cafe now. before 
us. In moft publick Negotiations there are fome Things 
may happen which ought never to be revealed ; in eve- 
ty Negotiation, fome Things, I believe, do happen, 
which ought hot to be publifhed to the World fora great 
many Years after ; and therefore it muft be very irre- 
gular to defire his Majefty to lay before this Houfe, that 
is, to publith to the World, all the Letters and Inftruc- 
tions relating toa Negotiation, which hippen’d but « 
very Years ago. 

Gentlemen may affign what Caufes they pleafe for the 
Treaty of Vienna; but when that Treaty comes to be 
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confider'd by this Houfe, I believe it will appear, that 
we thereby enter’d into no extraordinary or burthen- 
fome Engagements ; it will appear, I believe, that we 
are not thereby obliged to do ‘any Thing, but what we 
were by the Nature of Things, and by the Circumftances 
of the Affairs of Europe, obliged to do, if no fuch Trea- 
ty had ever been made. If this fhould appear, it will 
then be certain, that what the Hon. Gentleman was plea- 
fed to mention, was not the true Caufe, or the only Foun- 
dation of the Treaty of Vienna ; fo that, ’till this Houfe 
has entered into the Confideration of the Treaty of Vien- 
na, and has found that the Engagements thereby enter’d 
into, were fuch as we ought not to have taken upon us, 
if there was any other Way left of carrying the‘ Treaty 
of Seville into Execution, without entering into a War ; 
*till fuch Time, I fay, it cannot fo much as be pretended, 
that there is any Conne&tion between the Letters and 
Inttruftions relating to the Execution of the Treaty of 
Seville, and the. Treaty of Vienna now refolved to be 
called for ; and therefore, “till that Time, the Motion 
now before us cannot be a proper or a regular Motion. — 
Before I conclude, Sir, I muft take Notice, that the 
Way which fome Gentlemen have got into, of making 
Panegyricks, and praifing the Miniflers for their great 
and profound Wifdom by Way of Irony at one Time, 
and at other Times calling Names, fuch as, 4 coward! 
Adminiftration, a vsheeling, fhifting Miniftry ; (though by 
the By, I never underftood the prefent to be a fhifting 
Adminiftration ; for, as I take it, the great Quarrel 
amongft us is, that the Adminifiration has not been 
fhiftea) fuch a Way, I fay Sir, is a Method of Speaking 
which very il] becomes any Member of this Houfe, 
Though I canno# agree with Gentlemen who fay, that 
this Nation is at prefent in fo unhappy a Situation, yet 
I muft grant that the Affairs of Europe are not at pre- 
Tent ina very happy Situation; and if the Errors or 
Mifmanagement of any of the Adminiflration here, has 
contributed in the leait to the prefent Pofture of Affairs 
of Europe, I muft think that ‘they very little deferve 
to ferve the Crown ; but really by fome Gentlemen’s 
Way of Talking, one would imagine that the Minifters 
of Exgland. were the Minifters of Europe ; or that Mad- 
nefs and Folly reign’d at this Court, and that the moft 
profound Wifdom prevail’d at all others: If any un- 
forefeen Accidents abroad, if the Ambition of any fo- 
teign Prince, or the Mifconduét of any foreign Court, 
produces 
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sce any untoward Effeéts, or occafions any Trou. 

es or Commotions in Europe, the Minifters of England 
are. immediately loaded with the Whole; it is they that 
have done the Mifchief, and they mutt anfwer for it. 
This, Sir, isa Way of Treating thofe who have the 
Honour to ferve the Crown, which to me really feems 
neither Candid’ nor Juft: However, I fhall trouble you 
ho furthér; but only to declare that I fhall be againft the 
Motion which the honourable Gentleman has been pleas'd 
to make: 


SiR, . | 
S the honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft has 
, made grievous Complaints of the Treatment he 
and his Friends receive from other Gentlemen, I am a 
good deal furprized that he fhould, at the fame Time, 
fall into: that very Error which he fo much coimptains 
of in others; for to fay, that Gentlemen make Motions 
only for the Sake of having an Opportunity to declaim 
againft thofe in the Adminiftration, or for the Sake of 
imakifig a Figure in the Votes, is Language, in my 
a as unparliamentary, and treating Gentlemen 
with ds little Candour, as what he has blamed others 
for 








Vomit S. n, Efqi 


r. une 
I miuft fay, Sir, that it feems to. be a very difficult 
atter to know how to pleafe thofe great Men in the 
Adminiftration; for I find that when any Encomiums 
are made upon them; when any Thing is faid in Praife 
of their Meafures, they imimediatély take it to be meant 
_by Way of Irony; and if any Gentlenian hippens to 
give themi any Names which miry feem to be a little 
harfh, that they underftand eXaftly a$ it is fpoke, and 
complain that Gentlemen do not treat them in a par- 
liartientary Way: But, Sir, whatéver other Gentlemen 
thay do, Tam none of thofe who have beftowed Panegy- 
ricks eithet upon the prefent or upon any Adminiltra- 
tioti, and I hope I never was, nor ever fhali be guilty of 
calling Names; Perhaps the honourable Gentleman miy 
diflike thofe Names which he pretends have been given 
to him in this Houfe, whether it be parliamentary 
Language or no I fhall not determine, but I mutt te!! 
him, that it is very foft and pleafant Language when 
compared with that of the People of England: Were 
he to hear them fpeak, he would hear them fpeak in 
a Stile very different from that ufed at Court, or even 
in this Houfe ; and I believe it would be for his Advan- 
As: tage 
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tage to give a little more Attention to the plain Language 
of thofe he looks on to be none of his Friends, than to 
the foothing Flatteries of his Creatures and Parafites 
about him. 

Sir, Gentlemen may make themfelves merry, but 
what I have faid, may, perhaps, when it is too late, 
be found to be true; and whatever the honourable 
Gentleman and his Friends may pretend to think of 
the prefent Motion, I mufl be of Opinion, that it is 
not only reafonable, but that it is a natural Confe- 
quence of what was immediately -before moved and 
agreed to, and therefore I hope this Houfe will a&t fo 
confiftently with itfelf, as to agree to the prefent Mo- 
tion likewife. What Information we may get from the 
Papers moved for, with Regard to the Treaty of Vienna, 
the Gentleman who has feen them can beft tell, but as 
that Treaty was the immediate Confequence of ‘the 
Negotiations relating to the Execution of the Treaty of 
Seville, I muft think that-the Journal of thofe Negotia- 
tions will afford us fome Light, with Regard to that 
Treaty which immediately followed 5; and therefore I 
hope the Gentleman will excufe me for not taking it 
upon his Word, that the Papers called for can have no 
Manner of Conneétion with the Treaty which we feem 
new refolved to take into Confideration. 


W m P ey, Efq; 








SIR, 

Stand up now, as'I have been obliged to do upon 
many other Occafions, to affert the Rights and the 
Privileges of this Houfe ; we have not only a Right 
to call tor what Papers we think neceffary for our 
Information, but we have a Right to have the Papers 
fo called for, laid before us. The honourable Gentle- 
man on the Floor feems highly offended at an Expref- 
fion which dropt from my honourable Friend by me. I 
will agree with him, that this Houfe may or may. not 
agree with the prefent, or with any other Motion that 
fhall hereafter be made by any Gentleman in this Houfe: 
This is a Privilege which I hope fhall always be pre- 
ferved, not only in Show, but in Reality; I hope no 
Gentleman fhal!! ever attain to fuch a Power as to have a 
Majority in this Houfe always ready to approve of what 
he pleafes to propofe; and I will likewife agree with 
him in this, that when any Motion is rejef&ted by a Ma- 
*rity, it then becomes an Aét of the Houfe, in which 
every 
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every Gentleman mutt acquiefce’; but I hope he will 
agree with me, that "till the Queftion is put upon any 
Motion, and the Opinion of the Houfe taken upon it, it 
‘does not become an A& of the Houfe: Now, as no Que- 
ftion has yet been put upon the prefent Motion, and 
as it has yet been oppofed only by thofe who are imme- 
diately concern’d in the Adminiftration, I think it may 


v 


‘very properly be faid, that what has been asked has been 
refufed by Power, or at leaft by thofe in Power. 

The Gentlemen who oppofed this Motion are forced 
to acknowledge, that this Houfe has a Power of calling 
for what Papers we pleafe; but then, fay they, you 
ought not to call for the Papers relating to any foreign 
Negotiation, becaufe all fuch Papers muft contain Secrets 
which ought not to be publifhed to the World. Is not 
this faying and unfaying in the fame Breath? You may 
call for what Papers you pleafe ; but you muft not cail 
for the Papers relating to any foreign Negotiation, be- 
caufe the addreffing for fuch, appears, at firft Sight, to 
be fuch an Addrefs as his Majefty cannot comply with. 
Sir, I fay, that when this Houfe finds it neceflary, they 
may call for aJl the Papers relating to any Negotiation 
whatever, and may infift upon having all of them laid 
before the Houfe. Do not we know, that upon fuch 
Occafions we name a fecret and fele&t Committee, to in- 
fpe&t fuch Papers, and to report what they find in them 
relating to the Affair under our Confideration ; and I 
hope we fhall always have in this Houfe ten or a Dozen 
Gentlemen, as capable to diftinguifh what ought to be 
kept fecret, and as capable to keep thofe Secrets, as any 
Secretary or other Minifter of State, that is or ever fhal! 
be in this Nation. 

I am really furprifed to hear Gentlemen pretend that 
there is no Conne&tion between the Negotiations for car- 
rving the Treaty of Seville’ into Execution, and the 
Treaty of Vienna; when by that very Treaty of Vienne 
the Treaty of Seville was aftually carry’d into Execu- 
tion. It is plain to the whole World, that the Treaty 
of Vienna was the laft Negotion fet on Foot for carrying 
the Treaty of Seville into Execution; and in order to 
judge of this laft Negotiation, we only defire to fee the 
Papers relating to the preceding Negotiations, which 
were catry’d on for the fame Purpofe. It mav, for what 
I know, be true, that by the Treaty of #ienna we en- 
ter’d into no Engagements, but fuch as we were obliged 
to by the Nature of Things, and the Circumftances of 
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the Affairs of Europe ; but. it muft furely be granted, 
that an exprefs Stipulation is more binding than a natu- 
ral Obligation ; and that.no prudent Man will confirm a 
natural Obligation by an exprefs Stipulation, unlefs he 
has fome very good Confideration for fo doing: If we 
had enter’d into no exprefs Engagements, we would have 
Jeft our Pofterity in the fame Cafe we were in our our- 
felves ; they might then have judg’d as well as we, by 
the Nature of Things, and the Circundftances of the Af- 
fairs of Europe, as they fhould then have appeared to 
them ; but now we are pinned down, they muft judge 
only by the Terms of the Treaty which we have made 
for theiti; and though the Nature of Things, and the 
Circumftances of Europe, fhould be entirély alter’d, it 
will, without Dowbt, be infifted on, that they ought to 
perform thofe Engagements we have fubjeted them to. 

The honourable Genfleman faid, that if the Nation 
was in an unhappy Situation, and if that Situation was 
owing to any Mifmmanagement at home, it ought to be 
enquired into, and that on the Foot of fuch an Enquiry 
ke was ready to join Iffife with any Gentleman in this 
Houfe : On that Foot, Sir;. I ami ready to join Iflue 
with him. To mie there is nothing appears more cer- 
tain, than that we ate in a moft lamentable and calami- 
tous Situation 5 and even from the Lights I have already, 
I am convinced, beyond all Doubt; that our prefent 
Situation is owing to the Mifmanagément of thofe at 
home: It may, I believe, be proved, to thé Satisfaction 
of every unbiaffed Perfon ; but I muft fay, that if the 
honourable Gentleman’s Opinion prevails in the prefent 
Debate, he is taking a very effeCtual Method to prevent 
its being in the Power of any Gentleman fo bring Proofs 
cf what I have now afferted. While he it poffefied of 
all or moft of the Materials tieceffary for fuch a Proof; 
it is an eafy Matter firft to deny Gentlemen any Accefé 
to them, and then to throw out a Defiance ; but this 
will not, I hope, be in his Power; I hope this Houfe 
will, inthe prefent Queftion, join with me in Opinion, 
that it is abfolutely neceffary for us to have the Papers 
now call’d for, laid before us. 

I would gladly know how it is poffible for the Parlia- 
ment to give the Nation any Relief in its prefent Me- 
Jancholy Circumftances, if we deny Accefs to thofe Par- 
ticulars from which only we can know what our prefent 
Situation is, If the Queflion fhould come before us, 


Whether or no we ought to take any Part in the prefent 
War? 
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War ? Can we pafs any Judgment wpon fuch a Queition, 
without firft knowing how we fland engaged to the feve- 
ral Powers abroad ? And can wg know any Thing of this, 
without firft examining the many Treaties and Negotia- 
tions which have been carry’d on of late Years? If we 
are to take no Part in the War, we muft provide for the 
Safety of the Nation: How can we do this properly, 
and as it ought to be done? How can we judge of the 
Eftimates that are to be Jaid before us for that End, 
without. knowing what Danger the Nation is in? And 
how can we know our Danger, without knowing how 
we ftand with Refpe&t to our foreign Alliances and En- 
gagements ? For thofe Ends, Sir, we muift have not only 
the Papers now moved for, but, in my Opinion, a great 
many others will be neceflary, in order to give us thofe 
Lights which we ought certainly to have. 

As I have faid before, Sir, even as Things now ap- 
pear to me, all that has happen’d is the Work of our 
own Hands ; the Weaknefs of thefe whom many alrea- 
dy look upon as our Friends, and the Strength of their 
Enemies, is all of our own doing; Gentlemen were 
told of it at the Time when thofe Tranfa&tions were 
carrying on, but- they were too wife to liflen to Advice. 

hen the whole Chain and Series of our Management 
for fevera] Years paft, comes to be impartially look’d 
into, what I now fay will be found to be true: Certain 
Caufes will be found producing certain Effeéts ; thefe 
Effe&ts afterwards becoming Caufes, and producing other 
Effeéts, "till at laft we have arrived at the miferable 
State we are now in; but thefe are Matters which I 
hope will foon come to be more fully open’d, and clear- 
Jy fated to this Houfe. 

The hon, Gentleman faid, that Motions were often 
made with no other View, but to have Negatives put 
upon them ; if that be the Cafe, as to the prefent Mo- 
tion, the Gentleman and his Friends may eafily difap- 
point us of the Negative we are fuppofed to expeét ; and 
I with with all my Heart, that the Gentleman would 
give himfelf the Pleafure of difappointing me and fome 
other Gentlemen, the obliging of whom did never, I 
am perfuaded, yield him any great Delight. 





The néxt that fpoke againft the Motion wat ‘7/——ph 
D——rs, Efq; Member for B r in Suffex 5 who was 





pleafed to declare, that in his Opinion, "twas as abfurd 
as if they fhould move to addrefs his Majeity, to bring 
his 
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his whole Cabinet, and lay it upon the Table or Floo* 
of the Houfe, to be perufed by the Members. 

The Queftion was then put upon the Motion, and 
upon a Divifion carry’d in the Negative, 195 to 104. 





On Friday the 25th of ‘fanuary, S——] S——~ys, Efq; 
mov’d for further Inftru€&tions to be laid before the 
Houfe, as follows : : 


STR, - ‘ 
E have been told, not only upon the Occafion of 
our Addrefs, in Anfwer to his Majefty’s Speech 
from the Throne ; but have likewife heard, from Gen- 
tlemen in a late Debate, that the principal Caufes of the 
War now carrying on in Europe, proceeded from thofe 
Obftruftions which were thrown in their Way, at the 
b Jate Eleftion of a King of Poland : I fhall therefore beg 
Leave to move, that an humble Addrefs be prefented to 
his Majefty, that he would be gracioufly pleafed to give 
Direétion, that the feveral Inftru&tions to Mr. Woodward, 
a his Majefty’s Minifter in Poland, in the Year 1729, be 
ii laid before the Houfe. 
Ne It is very well known, Sir, that the late King of 
Poland was at that Time in a bad State of Health, fo 
Hy bad, that even his Life was defpair’d of, and therefore 
we necd not doubt, but that there were fome Meafures 
then laid down for regulating, or at leaft influencing 
} the EleStion of a new King: As we had a Minifter 
there at that Time, it is as little to be doubted, but that 
i we were at leaft confulted,’ perhaps, by all Parties 
ti concern’d 3; we had a Right to intermeddle, becaufe 
i there are, I belicve, fome Treaties fubfifting between ‘ 
f us and the Republick of Poland ; and we were certain- 
ly interefted in that great Event, becaufe of the exten- 
five Trade carry’d on by our Subjeéts in that fruitful 
Kingdom ;: ’Tis true, the then King of Poland happen’d 
ie to live for a few Years after ; but it is probable, that 
4 the Meafures then agreed on, were much the fame with 
thofe which have been fince purfu’d ; or at leaft, that 
the Meafures then concerted, very much influenced fome 
of thofe Meafures which have been fince carry’d into 
Execution : For this Reafon, I fhould be glad to fee, and 
I think it is abfolutely neceflary for this Moufe to fee 
the Inftruftions, at leaft, that were fent to our Mini- 
iters at that Time, before we can determine any Thing 
as to the State in which we ftand at prefent, with Re- 
fpest 
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fpeé&t to the War now unhappily begun in Ewrape 5 and 
therefore I have taken the Liberty to make you this 
Motion, which I hope the Houfe will agree to. 





This Motion being feconded by Mr. Ch d, a De- 
bate enfued upon it, in which the following Gentlemen 
{poke to this Effe&t, viz. 





H—y P———m, Efq; 

STR, : 

HE Motion now made by the worthy Gentleman, 

can, in my Opinion, bear but a very fhort Debate 
For my own Part, I really think it a moft improper 
Motion, nor can I apprehend what the Gentleman means 
by going fo far back as the Year 1729. I do not, indeed, 
remember any Thing of the King of Poland’s bad State 
of Health at that Time; but let that be as it will, it - 
is certain that if he was then indifpos’d, he recover’d of 
that Indifpofition, and lived a long Time after in a State 
of perfeést Health ; and even when he did die, I believe 
it will be granted, that, but a few Days before his Death 
happen’d, he was in as good a State of Health, and as 
likely to live as moft Men of his Age in Europe. 

_I with, Sir, as has been with’d in a former Debate, 
that Gentlemen would be fo candid as to declare what 
they really intend by fuch Motions as they have made 
of Jate : If they would once fairly tell what they mean, 
we might form fome Judgment, whether what they 
asked for, was neceffary for attaining the Ends tliey pro- 
pofe ; and in that Cafe, if any Thing neceffary or rea 
fonable fhould be refufed ther, they would then have 
forme juft Ground of Complaint ; but thus to move, Day 
after Day, for all Letters, all Inftruétions, fent to his 
Majefty’s Minifters at the feveral Courts of Ewrope in 
general, is a Method of proceeding, altogether new in 
this Houfe ; and if thefe Motions were comply’d with, 
I can fee nothing they could poffibly tend to, but to the 
increafing of thofe Troubles and Commotions which are 
already begun in Europe : This would, as I take it, be 
one of the certain Confequences of the Motion now made 
tous and therefore, as a Perfon no Way concern’d in 
the Adminiftration, but as a Member of this Houft, I 
fhall heartily give my Negative to the Queftion. 
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H——o W. le, Efys 

SIR, 

Fter what has been faid by my honourable Friend, 

it may, perhaps, be thought that I give both this 
Houfe and myfelf unneceffary Trouble, in urging any 
Thing farther againft the Queftion now before us. If 
we fhould agree to this Motion, it would, in my Opi- 
nion, fhew a very great Difrefpett to his Majefty ; for 
as his Majefty has from the Throne affur’d us, that he 
had no Share in thofe Meafures which have occafioned 
the prefent War, other than by his good Offices 3 and as 
this Motion, if it means any Thing, means to infinuate 
that his Majefly has had a Share in the late Tranfaétions 
relating to the Ele&tion of a King of Polands our agree- 
ing td it, would plainly be, to tell his Majefty, that 
we fufpec&t he has hada very great Share in thofe Mea- 
fures which gave Occafion to the prefent War; and 
therefore, Sir, I muft fay, that I have a better Opinion 
of this Houfe, than to believe that they will ever agree 
to a Motion fo inconfiftent with that Duty and Refpe& 
which we have expreffed in our Addrefs of Thanks to 
his Majefty. 

There are fome Gentlemen, who feem to have laid it 
down as a Principle, that every Thing that’s wrong, 
happen in what Corner of Europe it will, muft be ow- 
ing to the Mifmanagement of the Minifters of Great Bri- 
tain; and thofe Gentlemen do all they can to perfuade 
other People to think in the fame Manner ; but to ima- 
gine, that if any wrong Steps have been made by any 
Power in Europe, with Regard to the Eleétion of a King 
of. Poland, they muft be owing to the Mifconduét of 
our Minifters, or to imagine, that any Inftru&tions given 
to our Minifter in Poland in the Year 1729, can have 
the leaft Relation to what has Jately happen’d either in 
that or any other Kingdom in Europe, has really fome- 
thing fo ridiculous in it, that I can hardly believe the 
Gentleman was in earneft, when he made the Motion. 
From fuch Motions it may be expeéed, that in a few 
Days fome Gentlemen will rife up and move for the In- 
ftru€tions fent to the Lord Kinnowe, at Conftantinople, in 
order to prove the ViGtory of the Perfians owing to’em. 

The fame Gentlemen have of late pretended to be 
very artful and dexterous, not only in difcovering the 
hidden Caufes of Things paft, but in prophefying and 
ForeteHing future Events, When ought comes to pafs of 

. moment, 











N°LXXV = for the Year 1734. 195 


moment, they cry, O! this we told you long ago ; and 
thus they pretend to have foretold every great Event 
that has lately happen’d in Europe ; but I would gladly 
ask them, Where or when any of them have prophefy’d, 
what Potentate, or in .what Manner any Potentate, 
would interfere in the Eleftion of a King of Poland? 
Have any of them prophefy’d, that the King of Surdi- 
nia would grant a Paflage to the French Troops through 
his Territories to Italy; or did they prophefy, that he 
would join with France in declaring War againft the 
Emperor? Have any of them prophefy’d, that the two 
firong Forts of Milan and Pizzighitone, that might have 
been reafonably fuppofed to have held out a Siege of five 
or fix Months,‘ fhould have been taken in a few Weeks? 
In thort, Sir, they have pretended to foretel every Thing, 
and have really foretold nothing ; I’ve lately feen a Pam- 
phict to this Purpofe ; but this being a Digrejlion from 
the Queftion, I fhall fay no more about it. As to the 
Motion itfelf, it appears to me in fuch an odd Light, 
that I dare fay, the Gentleman who made it, when he 
cenfiders better of it, will rather withdraw it, than 
have it fland in the Votes of this Houle; if he does 
not, I thall certainly give my Negative to it. 





Sir C——s W——r fpoke next againft the Motion, and 
took this Occafion to complain of the finifter Refle@tions 
made upon his Conduét by the antiminiflerial Party, 
and in particular with Regard to his Voyage to the 
Coaft of Spain, to intercept the Spani/h Fotilla, at a Time 
of the Year, when the Spaniards might have pafs’d 
within his View, without his being able to come up 
with "ew, or firea Gun at them; and yet Gentlemen 
were fo unfair as to impute their Efcape to wilful Neg. 
leé& on his Side, 


Then *rofe W——m Pem——ey, Efg; to fecond the 
Motion, and fpoke to this Effect ; 


SIR, 
I Am very apt to believe, my honourable Friend over 
the Way, who made you this Motion, was very 
ferious, as he always is in every Motion he makes in 
this Houfe. The Reafon he gave for his Motion was a 
very flrong one, fo ftrong, that it has not as yet met 
with any Anfwer ; for if it fhould appear, that we, 
at the Time he mentions, concerted Meafures in Con- 
b2 junttiag 
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jun&tion with other Powers, for regulating or influen- 
cing the next Ele&tion of a King of Poland, and that the 
Plan then laid down has been fince purfu’d, thefe In- 
ftru€tions wil] certainly inform us, an¢ from thence we 
may know a little more of our prefent Situation than we 
do at prefent: But I find, if the Opinion of feme Gen- 
tlemen prevail, we are to have no Information at all 5 
and jn that Cafe, how we can anfwer his Majefty’s Ex- 
peftations, who defires our Advice and Affiftance, I leave 
to every Gentleman to judge. 

The honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft but one, 
talk’d of Prophecies, and ask’d what thofe Prophets had 
prophefied ; Had they, faid he, prophefied this ? or had 
they prophefy’d that? What Prophets or Prophecies he 
means I do not know; but I may fay, that without any 
great Spirit of Prophecy, the Moment you feparated 
the Courts of Vienna. and Spain, every Thing that has 
fince happened might have been eafily foretold. The 
Gentleman Jikewife talk’d of Pamphlets: I have like- 
wife feen a Pamphlet, lately publifh’d, and whether 
from the Stile it is wrote in, or the Perplexity in the 
Way of thinking, which is difcover’d in every Part of 
it, I think I can be almoft certain as to the Author of it. 
{Here he gave a Defcription of the Perfon he fuppofed 
to be the Author of it.] The whole of this fine Per- 
formance refults in this, That the Nation is ina very 
bad Situation ; fomething muft be done, but what is to 
be done the Author does not know: If we do one Thing, 
we are flill in the fame Situation we were before, per- 
haps worfe ; if we do another Thigg, our Cafe will itill 
be the fame: In fhort, he at laft leaves us in the fame 
wretched Condition he found us; upon which, Sir, I 
muft fuppofe this Cafe: Suppofe a Phyfician to have a 
Patient for fome Time under his Hands ; the Patient 
lingers and decays, and at laft finds himfelf in fo low 
and weak a Condition, that he begins to defpair ; the 
Phyfician’s fent for ; the Patient complains, and asks 
what’s to be done; the Doétor anfwers gravely, Sir, you 
are indeed in a very bad State: There are but two or 
three Ways of treating your Diftemper, and I am afraid 
neither of them will do; a Vomit may throw you into 
Convulfions, and kill you at once; a Purge may give 
you a Diarrhea, which would certainly carry you off in 
a fhort Time ; amd to bleed you, Sir, T have already 
dled you fo much, and fo often, that you can bear it 
no longer: In fucha Situation, would not the Patient 
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Probably exclaim againft his Doftor, and fay, Sir, you 
have always pretended to bea regular Phyfician, but I 
have found you an arrant Quack ; I had an excellent 
Conftitution when I firft came into your Hands, but 
you have quite deftroy’d it; and now I find] have no 
other Chance for faving my Life, but by calling for the 
Help of fome regular Phy ficians. 

But, Sir, to be altogether ferious, for the Subjeét is 
really of a vety ferious Nature; if Gentlemen have a 
Mind to do fomething for the Safety of the Nation in our 
prefent melancholy Circumftances, and ferioufly to ask 
the Advice and Affiftance of Parliament, thofe Things 
that are neceffary for our Information, muft not be de- 
ny’d: Their being refus’d by a Majority, which feems 
to be almoft the only Argument urged ay Sonviepen 
who oppofe thefe Motions, will not have any Weight with 
the-Nation ; Gentlemen, tis true, muft acquiefce in what 
is done by the Majority, but it will not have al! thar 
Force without Doors, as fome may imagine. I know, 
Sir, it is not allowable to fay any Thing againft what is 
done by a Majority of this Houfe ; but there are certain 
Methods of Speaking, which are not againft Order, and 
which might, notwithflanding, make Gentlemen feel, 
that an Anfwer could be given, even to that unanfwera- 
ble Argument, of its having been done by a Majority. 

I have known, in former Parliaments, moft fcanda- 
Jous Things done by a corrupt Majority ; any Thing’s 
being done or refolved on by a Majority even of this 
Houfe, will not make it right, nor convince the Nation 
that it is fo: We know what Opinion the whole Nation 
had of that wicked Scheme, which was before us Jatt 
Seffion 3; we know what Abhorrence they ftill have of ir, 
and of many of thofe who voted for it; and yet that 
Scheme, to ufe an honourable Perfon’s own Words, was 
attended with a Majority inevery Divifion ; but this 
is foreign to the Queftion, I only mention it to fhew 
how unfairly that Argument of a Majority is urged by 
thofe of the other Side. 

In a late Debate, Sir, Gentlemen found fault. with 
the Queftion then moved, becaufe of its being tuo gene- 
ral. They defir’d that we would be a little more parti- 
cular, and Jay our Finger upon fome Paper or Papers 
relating to fome particular Tranfagtion, which might 
give us the Information we defir’d, with Refpeét to our 
prefent Situation: The Ele@ion of a King of Poland, 
and the Meafures that have been taken by certain Powers, 
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for influencing, or rather for dire&ting that Eleftion, haS 
been owned upon all Hands to have been what has given 
Rife to the prefent Troubles in Europe ; and now when 
the particular Inftruétions, relating to that particular 
Affair, which were fent to our Minifter at that Court, 
only for one Year, and that too, feveral Years ago, are 
moved for, ftill we are told by the fame Gentlemen, You 
are not particular enough, your Demands are unreafona- 
ble 5 ask but what is reafonable, and we will give it 
you, provided the Majority agree to it: At this Rate it 
is impoffible for Gentlemen who are entirely ignorant of 
our late foreign Tranfattions to ask for any Thing ; for 
it is not to be prefum’d, that any Man can ask for any 
particular Paper, from which this Houfe could get a 
proper Information, even as to any particular Tranf- 
aftion, unlefs he knew very exa&ly the whole Series of 
that Tranfaction, and all the other Tranfaftions relating 
to it. 

The honourable Gentleman by me, has been pleafed 
to declare his Willingnefs to enter into the moft firi& 
Enquiry ; and for that Purpofe has promis’d a great deal 
of Condefcenfion, as to the laying before the Houfe 
whatever Papers might be thought neceffary for their 
Information ; but what has all this come to? Why, he 
and the Majority have condefcended to give us a Treaty, 
which has long ago been in Print, and publifh’d in, 
I believe, moft of the Countries of Europe. I mutt fay, 
Sir, that fuch Treatment is intollerable ; I do not know 
what Name to give it; but I fhall avoid giving Names : 
I would not willingly fling the firft Stone; but if any 
Stone be flung at me, I fhall always be ready to fling it 


back again. 





Hemme io W. le, Efqs 





STR, 
HE honourable Gentleman who fpoke Jaft, ended 
his Speech, with faying, that he would not wil- 
Jingly tling the firft Stone; but it feems he had then 
forget what he had faid but a very little before, by 
which, if he did not fling a Stone, he at leaft, in my 
Opinion, threw a very great Peeble at the whole 
Houfe : After having told us, that it was not allowable 
to fay any Thing againft what was done by the Majo- 
rity of this Houfe, he faid, that there were, notwith- 
ftanding, fome Methods of Speaking, which were not 
sgainft Order, and by which Gentlemen might be wie 
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to feel, that an Anfwer might be given to what the Ma- 
jority had thought unanfwerable 3; then he talk’d of 
fcandalous Things having been done in former Parlia- 
ments by a corrupt Majority : Now, Sir, I would be 
glad to know how this Houfe can feel any Thing that is 
-faid of former Parliaments, unlefs it be meant, that 
the prefent Parliament is of the fame Nature with the 
former Parliaments talk’d of : This, Sir, as I have faid, 
feems to be avery great Peeble thrown at the whole 
Houfe ; befides the Dirt he had before flung at the fup- 
pofed: Author of a Pamphlet lately publifhed, whom 
he took care to defcribe fo particularly, that, I believe, 
every Gentleman thinks, the Author, or at leaft, the 
fuppofed Author of that Pamphlet, is now {peaking to 
you ; but I can freely declare, that Iam not the Author 
of it; I have, indeed, read it; and I believe the great- 
eft Quarrel that Gentleman and his Friends have with 
it, is, that they do not know how to anfwer it. 

The honourable Gentleman likewife mentioned the 
Cafe of a Patient and his Phyfician ; but I leave the 
World to judge, who moft deferve the Appellation of 
Quacks, they who have the proper Degrees, and practife 
in a regular Manner ; or that Gentleman’s Friends, 
who have been for fome Years paft difperfing their 
Quack Bills round the Country, exclaiming againft al! 
thofe in the regular Praétice, and endeavouring to per- 
fuade People in good Health that they are in a dangerous 
Condition ; and that if they do not immediately dif 
charge al} their regular Phyficians, and fwallow their 
Quack Powders, they muft inevitably perifh. 

But, Sir, to be ferious, as the Gentleman faid, upon 
this Subjeé&t, though I cannot think that the Subject now 
before us is fo ferious as he would reprefent, if thofe 
Gentlemen would fairly and openly enter into the Confi- 
deration of the State of the Nation, I will defy that Gen- 
tleman, or any other Gentleman to fhew, that thofe in 
the Adminifiration have a&ted any Part, or entered into 
any Meafures, but what were, at the Time they were 
tranfa&ted, the moft confiflent with the Intereft of Great 
Britain, of any that could then be thought of, or entered 
into. Gentlemen may give to the prefent Adminifiration 
the Name of a fhifting Adminiftration ; Gentlemen may 
fay that they have wheeled about from Court to Court ; 
‘but upon Enquiry, it will appear, that they have never 
fhifted or wheeled, but when the Intereft of their Coun- 
try required it ; and that if there has been any fhifting 
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or wheeling, it was always owing to a Change of the 
Meafures at other Courts: As long as any Power in 
Friendfiip or Alliance with us, continued to a& agree- 
ably to the Intereft of Great Britain, fo long we conti- 
nued firm to them 3 but when any of them began to en- 
into Meafutes which were dire&tly oppofite to our Inte- 
teft, we thei likewife changed our Meafures, and had Re- 
courfe to othér Powers, who, from that Moment, became 
our more natural Allies: This, Sir, has been the Method 
always obferved by thofe in the Adminiftration; but I 
Know who they are who have fhifted and wheeled with 
quite another View than that of the Intereft of Great 
Britain; when we were in Friendfhip with France, they 
were caballing with the Minifters and Agents of the Em- 
peror ; when the Face of Affairs changed, and our Friend- 
ihip with the Emperor was reftored, they then caballed 
with the Minifters and Agents of France; and thus they 
have been always in the greateft Friendfhip with thofe 
who have been moft at Enmity with their native Coun- 
try. 

Th fhort, Sir, I find that thofe Gentlemen who call 
themfelves Patriots, have laid this down as a fixt Princi- 
ple, that they muft always oppofe thofe Meafures which 
are refolved on by the King’s Minifters, and confequently 
muft always endeavour to fhew that thofe Meafures are 
wrong ; and this, Sir, I take to be the only Reafon why 
they have been as yet fo filent as to a certain Subje&, in 
which the Intereft of their Country is very much con- 
cerned: Their Language at prefent is, as I fuppofe, Do 
not let us declare our Opinion 5 Jet us wait ’till we know 
what Part the Miniftry takes, and then let us endeavour 
to thew that they ought to have aéted quite otherwife: If 
I may be allowed to ufe a low Simile, they treat the Mi- 
niftry in the fame Way as I am treated by fome Gentle- 
men of my Acquaintance, with Refpeét to my Drefs; if 
I am in plain Cloaths, then they fay, I ama flovenly, 
dirty Fellow; and if by Chance I have on a Suit of 
Cloaths with fome Lace upon them, they cry, what, fhall 
fuch an aukward Fellow wear fine Cloaths ? So that no 
Drefs I can appear in can pofibly pleafe them. But to 
conclude, Sir, the Cafe of the Nation under the prefent 
Adminiftration has been the fame with what it always 
has been, and always muft be; for to ufe another Simile, 
which my worthy Friend over the Way, whom I have 
in my Eye, will underftand: As long as the Wind was 
fair, and. proper for carrying us to our defigned Port, the 
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Word was fleddy fleddy ; but when the Wind be- 


gan to fhift and change, the Word came then neéceffarily 
to be, thus thus, and no near. 














Sir W- <m W. m flood up next, where- 
upon Mr, S———-———r got up, and faid, that Gentlemen 
had fo much run away from the Queftion in Debate, that 
before he began, he would beg Leave to read the Queftion. 
Then Sir W——+——m went on, as follows, viz. 


SIR, 
Shall take Care in what I have to offer, to confine 
myfelf as {tri@ly to the Queftion as poflible, though 
mutt fay, that-thefe-Gentlemen who have fpoke againtt 
it, have made fuch long Digreffions, and have traverfed 
fo many Parts of Europe, that it isa dificult Matter to 
fay any thing in Anfwer to what they have been pleafed 
to advance, and at the fame Time to keep clofe to the 
Queftion, As to. the Digrefflions which the Gentlemen 
have run into, I fhall not give the Houfe much Trouble 
about them; and as to Arguments, the only two that I 
have heard made Ufe of, or fo much as hinted at, againit 
the Queftion, are, that the agreeing to the Motion now 
tnade to us would be fhewing a DifrefpeSt to his Majetty ; 
nd, that if it fhould be-agreed to, it could be of no Sere 
vice, as to the giving us any Information about our pre- 
fent Circumftances. 
It is faid, Sir, that the agreeing to this Motion would 
be thewing aDifrefpett to his Majefty, becaufe ir would 
be thewing a Sort of Sufpicion, that his Majefly has had 
a Share in thofe Tranfattions which have given Occafion 
4o the prefent War ; though he has, in his Speech from 
the) Throne, declared, that he has had no Share in them. 
The Anfwer to this Objeétion is plain; we all know, ir 
has. always been allowed inthis Houfe, that Speeches 
from the Throne are the Speeches of the Minifter, and 
upon that Suppofition it has always been thought, that 
neither this Houfe, nor any Member of this Houfe is 
guilty of any Difrefpett to his Majefty, by examining 
and canvafling with all poflible Freedom every Sentence 
of the Speech from the Throne ; even the Faéts there af- 
ferted may be deny’d, and if upon Examination it fhould 
be found, that they are falfe, the Minifter ought and cer- 
tainly would anfwer feverely for it. This is the very 
Cafe now before us: It is allowed of al) Hands, that the 
Ele&tion of a King of cates the principal Caufe of 
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the War now broke out in Europe; and'to tell us, that 
his Majefty has faid, that he has had no Share in that 
Tranfaftion, and that therefore we muft not enquire into 
it, is a dire&t begging of the Queftion: The Minifters are 
the only Perfons we can fuppofe to have faid fo, and 
there are other Gentlemen who affirm, or, at leaft, fu® 
pect the contrary: This is a Faét then that is contro- 
verted ; this is the Fa& which this Houfe is to enquire 
into; and when a Motion is made for having thofe Papers 
Jaid before us, which are neceffary for giving us fome 
Lights into this Affair, fhall Gentlemen be told, that 
fuch a Motion is improper, becaufe it is inconfifient with 
that Refpe& which we have profeffed for his Majefty, in 
our Addrefs of Thanks? If this Houfe can be perfuaded 
to accept of fuch an Excufe, if a Majority of this Houfe 
can be prevailed on to join in fuch a Method of Proceed- 
ing, thofe Gentlemen who can fo prevail upon them, may 
throw out 2s many Defiances as they pleafe: They are 
the fole Maflers of all the Proofs that are neceffary for, 
or can be made Ufe of upon any Enquiry, and they are, 
it feems, refol ved to continue fo. 

Whether this Houfe, Sir, can have any proper Infor- 
mation from the Inftru€&tions now called for, as to the 
Fa& in Difpute at prefent, is what I fhall not take up- 
on me to determine, nor can it be, in my Opinion, de- 
termined by any Gentleman in this Houfe ; but to me it 
feems very probable, that we may from thefe Inftruétions 
receive fome Lights which may enable us to determine 
how this Nation ftands engaged, with Refpeé& to the War 
now carrying on in Europe, fince the principal Reafon of 
that War is allowed to be founded upon the late Ele€tion 
of a King of Poland. Gentlemen may, if they pleafe, 
pretend Ignorance, but it is very certain, that the late 
King of Poland was in the Year 1729 in a very bad Con- 
dition, with Refpeét to his Health, and therefore it feems 
certain, that fome Meafures muft have been concerted, 
relating to the then future Ele&tion of a King of Poland s 
whether we had any, and what Share in thofe Meafures, 
is what this Houfe now wants to enquire into, and to 
me it feems as evident as any Demonftration whatever, 
that the feeing of thofe Inftru&tions isabfolutely neceifa- 
ry for this End. ’Tis true, the King of Poland did reco- 
vera little, apd did live for a few Years after, but he 
never was after that in 4 State of perfe&t Health, and, 
confequently, it is moft reafonable to believe, that the 
Meafures then concerted were the fame with, or, at leaft, 
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did very much influence'the Meafures aftually purfued 
upon the Demife of that King: If we had no Share in 
the TranfaGtions at that Time carried on in Poland, furely 
no Secret can be difcovered by the laying of thofe Inftru- 
tions before this Houfe; and if we had any Share in 
thofe Tranfaétions, it cannot be faid, I think, that we 
have no manner of Share in thofe Tranfaftions which 
have occafioned the prefent War in Europe. 
“What Share we had in thofe Tranfuactions, *till I fee 
_ thofe Inftru€tions, it is impoflible for me to fay s but from 
the Lights I already have, it appears evident to me, that 
we have had a very large Share in all the other Negotia- 
tions which have been lately carried on in Europe. Did 
not we procure the Introdu@tion of the firft Spani/h Forces 
into Italy? Are not we Guarantees for all Don Carlos’s 
Rights and Poffeffions in Italy? Are not we Guarantees 
for all the Emperor’s Rights and Poffeifions in Italy ? Are 
_not we Guarantees even tor the Pragmatick Sanétion in 
its full Extent ? I believe we are under Engagements to 
every one of the Northern Powers ; and J have heard, 
that we are under fome Engagements to the Court of 
France; fo that let a War have broke out between any 
two Powers in Europe, it will be difficult to thew, that 
we had no Hand in the Tranfa&tions which gave Occafion 
to that War ; upon the contrary, I believe it will ap- 
pear, that each of them might have juftly made De- 
mands upon us; and this, Sir, is our prefent unhappy 
Situation: If this fhews great Wifdom, or regular Pra- 
&ice (as the Gentleman was pleafed to call it) in thofe 
at the Helm of our Affairs, I leave to the World to judge : 
We have been running all over Europe, and entering into 
Engagements with every Prince and State in Europe, and 
all this without any national Benefit in View, but gene- 
rally to the great Detriment of our Domeftick Affairs, 
and often to the great Interruption of our Trade in all 
Parts of the World; and how probable it may be, that 
the fame Wifdom, which has brought us into this Situa- 
tion, will be able to extricate us out of it, is a Queftion 
which may be eafily refolved. 

We were told, Sir, the firft Day of the Seffion, that 
‘we were to concert Meafures, and to aé& in Conjunttion 
with Powers who are under the fame Engagements with 
us, apd have not taken Part in the prefent War, more par- 
ticularly the States General: But i would gladly know, 





if we have hitherto taken any one Step in Conjunétion 
with them ? Is it not well known, lhat in moft Cafes we 
Cc2 have 
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have Jately made the firft Step by ourfelves, and then 
have, with great Difficulty and Expence, prevailed on 
them to follow us, which they never did, but upon their 
own Terms, and under very great Reflri€tions and Refer- 
vations: They have now indeed done fomething for their 
own Security, but what they have done was, I believe, 
done without any thing of our Participation ; they did 
not fo much, I believe, as confylt with us upon the 
Head, which really looks as if they had fome Dittrutt of 
our Power, or as if they thought they could not put any 
Confidence in the Counfels of this Nation; and if our 
moft natural Allies fhould once begin to harbour fuch an 
Opinion of us, we may then conclude, that there is no 
Dependance to be had apor their Friendthip or Alliance, 
In fhort, Sir, if his Majefty expe@s our Advice upon 
the prefent State of the Affairsof Europe; if his Maje- 
fty expels the Affiflance of Parliament in the prefent 
Exigency of Affairs, we muftbe informed how our Affairs 
fland, before we can in a proper parliamentary Way give 
either our Advice or Affiftance: It was with this View, 
and with this View only,, that fome Papers have been al- 
ready called for, which have indeed .been refufed by a 
Majority; it is with this View only, that the Papers. 
mentioned in the Motion now before us are asked for, 
and if they likewife be refufed by a Majority, we may, 
perhaps, give his Majefty fuch Affiftance as his Miniflerg 
thall pleafe to asks but I am fure we can give him ng 
Advice, nor can we give a Reafon fur what we do. 





Mr. C——r of the E——r. 

6 = alibeg , 
Will agree with the honourable Gentleman who fpoke 
Jafi, that the prefent Pofture of Affairs does require, 
and his Majefly expefls the Affiftance of Parliament,; 
but I will fay, that the preient Motion, and fome fuch 
lately made, had the Houfe agreed to them, would have 
tended to increafe, the prefent Troubles and Confufions 
abroad, rather than to, have given any real Affliftance ei- 
ther to ourfelves or others. I believe, Sir, there is not a. 
Court in Europe, whether engaged in the prefent War, 
or otherwife,. but.expefted to have known by; the 17th of 
this Month, what-Part of Great Britain was.to have taken 
in the prefent War, as. yet it remains untefolved, or, at 
Jeaft, a Secret, and.it is the Intereft of Britain it fhould 
continue to-do fo; but fome Gentlemen feem inclined 
not only to precipitate their Country. into a Refolution, 
ye ; but 
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but to publith that Refolution, as foon as taken, to the 
whole World; and which Side deferves moft the Thanks 
of their Country, thofe who are for our coming te no Re- 
folution “till we have fully examined the Circumflances 
of Affairs, and even then concealing our Refolutions, 
*till we are juft ready to carry them into Execution; or 
thofe who are for our coming to a hafty Refolution, and 
immediately publifhing it to the World, that our Enemies 
may have Time to provide againft it, I leave to the 
World to judge. 

Whatever other Gentlemen may think, it is my Opi- 
nion, that our Situation is much better than can well 
be expe&ted ; and whenever that Matter fhall come to 
be examin’d into, I believe it will appear, that our 

refent Situation is the very beft that the Nation could 
pofibly be in, with Relation to the prefent Poflure of 
Affairs of Europe. The Gentleman who fpoke lJaft was 
pleafed to mention the States of Holland, and that they 
had done fomething for their own Security; “tis true, 
they have done fomething, they have enter’d intoa Trea- 
ty of Neutrality ; whereas we have remain’d entirely 
in a State of Inaftion ; but upon this very Account, I 
think, we are in a much better Condition than they are 5 
by that Neutrality they have engaged not to aét at all, 
nor to concern themfelves in the prefent War; we 
are flill at Liberty, and may, upon any Event, take that 
Part which fhall then appear to be moft for the Intereft 
of Great Britain ; In this, then, our Cafe is better than 
theirs, becaufe they are engaged by.an exprefs Stipula- 
tion not to concern themfelves in the prefent War, where- 
as we are under no Engagement but that natural Obliga- 
tion which lies upon every Country, not to concern 
themfelves in any War, unlefs they find it for their In- 
tereft fo to do. 

I do not believe, Sir, that the States General, or any 
other foreign Power has lefs Truft in the Strength, or 
Jefs Confidence in the Counfels of this Nation than they 
formerly had ; but if it were fo, I fhould not wonder at 
it, when every Poft tells them, that we are a divided 
Nation, and that there is no Dependence to be had upon 
our prefent Counfels, becaufé great Alterations are foon 
to happen, which muft neceffarily produce a thorough 
Change in all our- publick Meafures ; and upon this 
Confideration I leave it to every impartial Man to judge, 
if we are in any unhappy Situation, who have contri- 
bured moft to it, thofe who have honeftly and faithfully 
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ferved the Crown, or thofe who have made it their Bufi- 
nefs for fome Years, to do all that was in their Power to 
diftrefs every Meafure of his Majefty’s Government 5 
and that too in Conjunétion with a Perfon who I believe 
will never be trufted by any Court in Europe. 

His Majefty, in his Speech from the Throne, has told 
us, that he is not any Way engaged in the prefent War, 
and that he will take Time to examine the Faéts alledged 
on both Sides, before he comes to any Determination 5 
when he has done fo, it is not to be doubted, but that he 
will lay all the Informations he can get before his Par- 
liament, and will take the Advice of Parliament, what 
Part the Nation ought to take in the then Conjunéture 5 
why then fhould we endeavour to anticipate his Majefty’s 
wife Defigns ? Why fhould we run headlong and plunge 
the Nation into a. War, by joining either one Side or 
other, before his Majefty has had any Time to examine 
jnto the Pofture of Affairs abroad ? This feems, indeed, 
to be the View of fome Gentlemen ; but furely fuch a 
rafh Proceeding would rather increafe than diminifh the 
Unhappinefs of our prefent Situation ; and is very far 
from that Coolnefs and Temper which ought to be fhewn, 
when the very Salvation of our Country depends upom 
the Prudence and Unanimity of our Refolves. 

An honourable Gentleman, Sir, who fpoke fome Time 
ago, took indeed a great deal of Liberty in talking of 
Majoritics of Parliament; but I would have Gentlemen 
to know,. that when they talk of fuch Majorities at pre- 
fent, they fpeak of their Equals as Members of this 
Houfe, of their Equals on any Ground in England ; let 
Gentlemen but caft their Eyes round the Houfe, and 
they will find a Number of Gentlemen fuperior to the 
higheft Number of their Minority, who can as little be 
fufpeéted of Corruption, as any of thofe who generally 
appear upon the Minority Side of the Queftion. 

It is, Sir, an eafy Matter for Gentlemen to reprefent 
the Meafures lately taken by the Government as unwife, 
inconfiftent, and the like, or to give them what other 
Epithets they have a mind, but when the Day comes 
for enquiring into them, which I as heartily with for 
asany Gentleman in this Houfe, I believe thofe Mea- 





‘fures will appear in a quite different Light; and thofe 


Gentlemen who may, perhaps, have hearkned to every 
\jttle Whifper of fome of the foreign Minifters at this 
Court, which is, I believe, the only Foundation they ° 
have for what they have afferted, will find themfelves. 
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at laft forely difappointed. Whenever fuch an Enquiry 
fhall be refolved on, I make no Doubt, but thar the 
Majority of this Houfe will agree to call for every Paper 
that can be thought neceffary for giving the Houfe a full 
Information, of the prefent State of the Nation : But 
this is not the Queflion at prefent, nor are we now to en- 
quire whether his Majefty has had any Share in thofe 
Tranfa&tions which have given Occafion to the prefent 
War in’ Europe, and therefore I cannot think we have, 
at prefent, any thing to do. with any Inftru€tions given 
to his Majefty’s Miniflers in Poland, or elfewhere. 

His Majefty, ’tis true, Sir, expefis the Affiftance of 
his Parliament, but for what ? He does not immediately 
expeét fuch an Affiftance as to enable him to take any 
Partin the prefent War; he wants only fuch an Afli- 
ftance as may enable him to put the Nation in a proper 
Pofture of Defence ; and fyrely we may determine what 
Affiftance will be neceffary for that End, without en- 
quiring into any of our foreign Negotiations. It is for 
this Reafon, Sir, that I think the Houfe has done right 
in reje&ting all the Motions hitherto made for Letters 
and Inftruétions relating to our foreign Affairs, and, for 
the fame Reafon I make no doubt, but that they will 
likewife reje&t the prefent Motion. 





The Queftion was then put upon the Motion, and up 
on a Divifion was carried in the Negative 202 againit 


114. 


Immediately after which E ad W. r, Efqs 
Member for Great M win Buckinghamfhire, ’rofe 
up, and after a fhort Speech, moved, that an humble 
Addrefs fliould be prefented to his Majefty, that he 
would be gracioufly pleafed to communicate to that 
Houfe, how far he had been engaged, by his good Off- 
ces, in thofe Tranfa&tions, which had been declared to 
be the principal Caufes and Motives of the War, which 
was then begun and carried on againft the Emperor, with 
fo much Vigour, by the united Powers of France, Spain, 
and Sardinia. 

Which Motion was feconded, and, after a fhort Debate, 
the Queition was put upon it, and carried in the Nega- 
tive, without a Divifion. 

Then S——i § ys Efq; ftood up, and faid, that 











though the Motion he nad juft before made had been re- 
jefted, yet, as he never propofed any Thing in that 
Houfe, 
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Houfe, but what he thought juft and reafonable, he was 
not therefore apt to be difcouraged, and for that Reafon 
he would beg Leave to make another Motion, which he 
hoped would meet with better Succefs ; His Motion was, 
that an humble Addrefs fhould be prefented to his Ma- 
jefty, that. he would bé gracioufly pleafed to. communi- 
cate to that Houfe, what Application had been made to 
him by the, feveral Parties then engaged in the War, 
founded upon Treaties or.other Engagements. 





This ‘Motion was feconded by Sir F n Re ty 
upon which there enfued a new Debate, in which fpoke 
the following Gentlemen. 


H—y P 











m, Efq; 
SIR, 
T is very true, that the honourable Gentleman who 
made you this Motion is not very apt to be.difcoura- 
ged, but, however far he may flatter himfelf with Suc- 
cefs in his prefent Motion, it is, in my Opinion, fo 
much of a Kin to his former Motion, which the Houfe 
has already rejeted, that I can fee no Reafon he has to 
expect, that the prefent fhould havea different Fate. 
His Majefly has already told us, that he was no Way en- 
gaged in the prefent War, nor had had amy Share. in thofe 
Tranfaftions which gave Rife to it, and therefore ’tis not 
to be prefumed, that any Power engaged has made any 
Application to him, founded upon Treaties or other En- 
gagmeats. Some of them might perhaps have made: an 
Application to his Majefly for his Affiftance ; but even 
fuch Application was not to be prefumed, becaufe, had 
any fuch Application been made, it was not to be 
doubted, but that his Majefty, in his Speech. from the 
Throne, would have taken fome Notice of it. As this 
Queftion, Sir, is of the fame. Nature with the former 
Queflion moved by that Gentleman, and founded upon 
the fame Jealoufy of his Majefty’s Conduét, it is impoffi- 
ble for me to have anyThing new to urge againft it ; but f 
believe it is as impofible for any Gentleman in this Houfe 
to fay any Thing new in favour of it, and therefore 
I fhail give the Houfe no further Trouble, only to de- 
clare, that I fhall give my Negative to it, as wellas I did 
to the former. 
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-S&7R, 

. ay Light’ the honourable Gentleman who 

fpoke laft may take the prefent Motion in, I 
think it muft bear a very different Confideration from the 
Motion formerly made by my worthy Friend. I believe 
it will not be denied, but that we are under fome Engage- 
moeni$¢, to.every,one, or, at leaft, to moft of the Powers 
engaged in the; prefent War; and whatever we may at 
prefent. pretend to think of thofe Engagements ; it is 
very probable, that thofe to whom we are engaged think 
othetwife : It is not to be doubted, but that fome of 
them think that. we are, by the Engagements we have 
entered. into, obliged. to affift them, upon the prefent 
Emengency. ; and: it. is pretty well known, that they 
havei made: Application for an immediate Performance of 
thofe. Engagements. I have heard, that ten thoufaind 
land; Fortes, or fome fuch Number, has been a@ually 
demanded by one of the Powers engaged in the War; I 
will; not, indeed, affirm the truth of it, though I have 
fomething:more than the Whifper of a foreign Minifier 
to confirm what. fay. 

It is well known, Sir, that in moft of the Engage- 
ments we have entered-into with foreign Powers, it is 
left optional to the Power we are engaged with, to De- 
mand -our|Quota in aSquadron of Ships, a certain Sum 
ofMoney, or; a: certain: Number of Troops; and as we 
ave,td gointo 4:\Gommittee upon the Supply on Monday 
next, there is nothing more reafonable, than that the 
Houfe: fhould be) informed of what Demands have been 
mede; upon us, and whether thofe Demands have been 
for Ships, Money, or Men, before we go into that Com- 
mittee; for without fach Information it will be impof- 
fible for.us to know how to come to fuch Refolutions 
ag may. be moft for the Safety and Honour of the Nation. 
The, Motion is therefore fo far from being unreafonable, 
that itis neceflaty it fhould be complied with 5 and if it 
ig.not, Icannot really fee how we can properly go inte 
the.Committee upon the Supply on Monday next. 


Sir Ws m Y: 





en? 


SiTtRa - 
Conte mo Reafon why the Hotfe may not be fully 
aes for going into the Committee of Supply on 
Monday next, though this Motion fhould be rejefted as 
the ‘others. have been; and therefore I do not think it 

d neceffary 
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neceflary to enter into the Debate at prefent, whether 
the Motion be reafonable or no; there may be another 
Time for that Queftion, for which Reafon I fhall row 
only move for the previous Queftion. 








W. m P ey, Efq; 
STR, ‘Jy Eig 
Find the Gentleman who fpoke laft, has avoided en- 
tering upon the Merits of the Queftion, and, bya 
Sort of Parliamentary Trick, by moving for the pre- 
vious Queftion, he intends, it feems, to put off the 
Queflion for this Day, at leaft ; this, in my Opinion, 
is treating the Queflion with much greater indecency 
than if it were to be fairly argu’d, and. afterwards re- 
jefted ; for if the Queftion be delay’d ’till after Monday 
next, it will then be too late to enter upon 'the Confide- 
ration of it ; it will really be in Effe&t, firft to refolve, 
and then to enter into the Confideration of what ought 
to be refolved ; and therefore I muft defire, that the 
Queition may be fairly debated, that Gentlemen would, 
at leaft, give us a Reafon for what they are to do, and 
then let the Motion ftand or fall upon its own Merits. — 


Sir W: m Y—mmege, 





SIR, 
Did not intend any Trick when I moved for the: 
previous Queftion ; it is what has been always’ 
prattifed in this Houfe, when any Queftion has been 
moved which Gentlemen have a Mind to favour fo 
much as not to put a Negative upon it: But even as 
to the Merits of the Queftion, it cannot, certainly, 
have any Relation to any Refolutions we can poflibly 
come to on Monday next in the Committee of Supply ; - 
for all the Refolves we come to in that Committee, are 
founded upon Eftimates given in, or Demands made, by 
the Crown ; and if any Demand were to be made upon © 
this Houfe, to enable his Majefty to fend a Quota either 
of Ships of War, Money, or Troops, to any Power in 
Europe, fach Demand would certainly be laid before 
this Houfe by his Majefty’s Orders, without putting us 
to the Trouble of prefenting any fuch Addrefs as is now 
moved for; there is therefore no Neceflity for entériig 
this Day upon the Merits of this Queftion ; the Gen- 
tleman may renew his Motion when he thinks proper, 
and then I do not doubt but other Gentlemen. will de- 
bate the Reafonablenefs of it 5 and as it appears to the 
Houfe, 
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Houfe, it will certainly be agreed to or rejected; but 
as I do not think this a proper Time for debating it, I 
xouft infift upon my Motion. 





W—emy P——r, Efq; 
S18, 
“A_S we thall probably come on Monday next to fome 
‘ Refolutions with Refpeé to our Seamen, I fhould 
think it neceffary for this Houfe to know what Deminds 
have been made upon us by our Allies, before we come 
to any Refolution on that Head; otherwife we may 


‘Jeave Room for thofe extraordinary Meffages and De- 


mands towards the End of the Seffion, which this Na- 
tion has of late been too much accuftomed with. The 
Gentleman who moved the previous Queflion fays, that 
this is not a proper Time for entering upon the Merits 
of the Motion now made to us, becaufe, if any fuch 
Application had been made by any of our Allies, and 
his Majefty had refolved to grant what was asked, he 
would have order’d this to be laid before us, together 
with the other Eftimates. and Demands of the current 
Service of the enfuing Year. Is not this dire&tly to 
tell us, that after his Majefty has come to a Determina- 
tion what Part to a&, he will be gracioufly pleafed to 
take the Advice of Parliament. It is true, his Majefiy 
has by his Prerogative the Power of making Peace or 
War ; But in a Matter of fo great Confequence, it has 
always appeared to be the Intereft, nay, I may fay, it 
has always been thought to be the Duty of the Kings of 
England, to take the Advice of their People in Parlia- 
ment affembled, and not to truft entirely to the Advice 
of their Minifters ; and if any fuch Demand, as is men- 
tion’d in the Motion now before us, has been made by 
any of his Majefty’s Allies, I cannot think that it would 
be any Way derogatory to the Prerogative of the Crown, 
or to the Wifdom of the Minifters, to lay it before the 
Parliament, whether. it ought to be comply’d with or not. 


J—i Camere, Knight of the Shire for }——=» 
in Scotland. 
SIR 


? 
Was againft the firft Motion, becaufe fome Gentle- 
men had affured the Houfe, and I was myfelf a little 
afraid, that at prefent it might tend to increafe the Con- 
fufions and Troubles that are now in Europes but the 
prefent Motion I take to be of a very different Nature, © 
os Dia 2 am 
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am fure that, fhould it be comply’d with, no Secret's 
can thereby be difcovered, nor ican it pofibly tend to ‘ins 
creafe the prefent Troubles of Europe, 

I am old enough, to remember the Beginning of the 
firft great War againft France, and Tremember, that as 
foon as the Dutch applied to us for our Affiftance, King 
William immediately laid the Cafe before the Parliament, 
and took their Advice, as to what.was proper to be done 
upon that Emergency, before he came to any Refolu: 
tion : Upon the breaking out of the fecond War, the 
Jate Queen did the. fame; and I muft fay, that I think 
every King of this Nation ought to follow that Exam: 
ples; if they expe& the Affiftance of Parliament, they 
ought to take the Advice of Parliament ; and our Hifto: 
ries will inform us, that where they have done f8, ‘they 
have generally done well, and where ‘they ‘have done 
otherwife, they have had but little Syccefs ; for which 
Reafun I am for agreeing with the Motion now mate te 
u 





Ss. ’ 

The Queftion was then put upoh the previous Que: 
flion, viz. Whether the Quefifon upon tht Motion 
fhould be then put, which was Carried ‘in the Negative, 
without a Divifion. 


On Monday the 28th of January the Houfe, (accord- 
ing to Order) refolved itfelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houfe on the Supply granted to his Majefty ; and 
came to the following Refolutions, viz. That 20,060 
Men fhould be employed for the Sea-Service for thé 
Year 1734, beginning the firft Day of Sanuary, 1733 5 
and that a Sum not exceeding four Pounds per Month 
fhould be allowed for maintaining the faid 20,000 Meh 
for 13 Months, including the Ordnafe for Sea. 

Thefe Refolutions were reported next Day to the 
Houfe, and were agreed to, as they had been in the 
Committee, without any Debate or Divifion ; only 
fome Gentleman faid, that the Number was certainly 
either toc large or too fmall ; for if we were not to en- 
gage in the War, they faid, there was no Occafion for 
keeping fuch a Number of Seamen in Pay ; and if we 
were aftually to engage in the War, they thought double. 
the Number would fearcely be fuficient: To which it 
was anfwered, that though we were hot to engage in the 
War, yet, as fome of our Neighbours were fitting out 
large Squadrons, arid making military Preparations, al- 
mofi...t our very Door, it was abfolutely neceffaty to put 
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ttie ‘Nation in a better State of Defence, than during the 
Time of a profound Peace ; and as our Fleet was the 
chief Bulwark of this Nation,, it was moft proper to ap- 
ply the greateit Part of our Expence -that Way, and to 
Pave a firong Squadron ready to put to Sea upon any Oc- 
Calton, ‘ dj : 

On ‘Monday the ath of February, a Petition of the 
Druggitts, Grocers, China-men, and others dealing in 
Tea, was prefented to the Houfe and read ; alledging, 
that by an Ap pafled in the roth Year of King George 
he firft, the Petitioners wer¢ induced to hope, that the 

ty arifing from, Tea would be better fecured to his 
Majelly, and the Intereft of the fair Trader be better 
fupported, but have fatally experienced the contrary 
Effects ; the clandeftine Importation of Tea being great~ 
ly enéreafed, to the Damage of the publick Revenue, 
and Ruin of the fair Trader, occafioned by the great 
Difference of the Value of, that Commodity at this and 
foreign Markets, whereby the Smugglers are enabled to 
purchafe it abroad for lefs than half the Duty paid here 5 
that the Regulations which the Petitioners are laid un- 
der, are moft burthenfome and grievous, their Houfes 
being liable to be entered by Perfons unknown to them, 
and their Properties fubjeéted to the judicial Determina- 
tion of Commiffoners : That the Petitioners aye liable 
to fevere Penalties for Errors and Omiffions abfolutely 
unavoidable, and refrained from difpofing of their Goods, 
after having paid Duty for the fame, without Permits 
from the Officers of the Inland Duties, exprefling the 
Names and Places of Abode of the refpeftive Buyers and 
Sellers, expofing thereby the Extent and Circumftances 
of their Trade ; whereby the Petitioners conceived they 
were in a worfe Condition than any other of his Ma- 
jefty’s Subjetts, and therefore praying the Houfe to take 
the Premilfes into Confideration, and give them fuch Re- 
lief as to the Houfe fhould feem meet. . 

The Petition was prefented by Sit John Barnard, ang 
feconded by Alderman Perry, Upon a Debate, the fol- 
lowing Gentlemen fpoke, . 








For the Bill. . Againft the Bill. 
Sir Fohn % my T —$ Vornemen, Efg3 
Alderman Perry, Sit Wain Ye. 
S——1 S——s, Efq; Mr, D————s, 


Ph—  C——=, . Efq } Fecen ph Domo 5 Efas 
2 iki sal "Eas 5 Ju ws, Bigs 
W——m P—ey, Efq; 
Mr, C——7:. 4 The 
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The chief Arguments made Ufe of for the Bill were, 
the Prevention of the infamous Praétice of Smuggling, 
owing in a great Meafure to the exceflive Tax on thofe 
Commodities, the Encouragement of the fair Trader, 
and Increafe of the publick Revenue. The main Ob- 
jeftion againft it was, That it was an improper Time to 
bring fuch Matters before the Houfe in the laft Seffion, 
when they were like to be employ’d on Subjeéts of much. 
more Importance, efpecially when the Nation appear’d 
on: the Brink of a War: Many Reafons were urged to 
fhew the Importance of the Motion, and Infignificancy 
of the Obje&tions made to it. At length'the 'Queltion’ 
was put, for referring the Petition toa Committee of. 
the whole Houfe, and upon a Divifion was carry’d in, 
the Negative, 233 againft 155. But no Queftion was 
put for ordering it to lie on the Table, fo that it was. 
entirely dropt. ° k 

On Tuefday the 5th of February, Sir Sohn Rujhout 
prefented to the Houfe, according to Order, a Bill to. 
prevent the infamous Praéticé of Stock-jobbing, which’ 
‘was receiv’d, and read the firft Time, and order’d to be 
read a fecond Time. 

Next Day, the Houfe, according to Order, refolv’d| 
itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to confider’ 
further of the Supply granted to his Majefty; and the 





proper Eftimates being referr’d to that Committee, as 
foon ‘as Sir Charles Turner had taken the Chair, T——_de- 
A =ws, Efq; flood up and fpoke as follows. 


SIR 
¥ the Employment I have the Honour to be in, it 
naturally falls within my Province, to take Notice 
of the Eftimates which have been laid before us, rela- 
ting to the Charge of the Guards, Garrifons, and other 
his Majefty’s. Land Forces in Great Britain, in the Plan- 
tations; and in Minorca and Gibraltar, for the Year en-’ 
fuing: By thefe Eflimates Gentlemen will find, that 
the Charge for next Year does but very little exceed that 
for laf¥ Year, and therefore, confidering the prefent 
State of Affairs in Europe, which muft be known to eve- 
ry Gentleman’ in this Houfe, I think it would be but 
mifpending~the Time of the Committee, to fay any 
Thing with Relation to the Queftion I have now ip my 
Hand to move to you. 
The Difference. between the Situation this Nation ig 
in now, and the Situation it was in laft Year, fufficient- 


iy 
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ly juftifies the fmall Addition that is propofed to be made 
to our Land-Forces, the Addition propofed is no more 
than ‘1800 Men, and even this Addition is propofed to 
be’ made in the eafieft and leaft expenfive Way: We 
have now three Regiments at Gibraltar, which have al- 
ways hitherto ‘been placed on the Briti/h Eftablifiment, 
becaufe} tho’ they were fent there upon an Emergency, 
it ‘was never before thought neceffary to continue them 
there 5 but fince a War is broke out in Europe, it can- 
not be thought fafe to recall them, and therefore in their 
Place it is propofed to add 1800 Men to the Regiments 
we Have now at home, and to place them for the future 
on the Eftablifhment for Minorca and Gibraltar : This, 
in my Opinion, is fo reafonable and “fo neceffary a De- 
mand, that I fhall give the Committee no further Trou- 
ble, but beg Leave to move, That the Number of effec- 
tive Men to be provided for Guards and Garrifons in 
Great Britain, and for Guernfey and Ferfzy, for the Year 
1734, be (including 1815 Invalids, and 555, which the 
fix independent Companies confift of, for the Service of 
the Highlands) 17,704 Men, Commiffion aiid Non-com- 
miffion Officers included. 





“Upon this Motion arofe a Debate, in which feveral 
excellent Speeches were made on both Sides, fome where- 
of were as follows, viz. 


2 


Sir W. mW m. 





aE oe ' 

1 Do not ftand up to oppofe the Motion made by the 

honourable Gentleman over the Way ; for as the Mo- 
tion ftands, the Number of Forces propofed to be kept 
up for next Year is, I find, no greater than that which 
was kept up for laft Year, and, according to our prefent 
Situation, I do believe the keeping up the fame Number 
of Forces will not be thought very extravagant ; but by 
what the Gentleman was pleafed to fay, there feems to 
be an Augmentation defign’d ; I fhall therefore beg Leave 
to propofe an Amendment to his Queftion, becaufe, as 
to our own particular Situation, we are flill left in the 
Dark. 

There is no Gentleman in this Houfe who can agree 
toany Demand that comes from the Crown more chear- 
fully than I fhall, when I fee any Reafon or Neceflity 
for fuch a Demand; but when any Augmentation of 
our Forces, either by Sea or Land, is demanded, when 

2 any 
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any additional Load is defired; to, be Jaid, upon the Peo-: 
ple, while I have the Honour to be one, of the,Repre- 
fentatives of the People, I thal! always expett.to have 
fufficient Reafons fhewn me, before I give my Confent, 
for complying with any fuch Demand, ang), Cheers, 
upon every fuch Occafion, I think a full Information, 
ought to be given touching the, Situation of our Affairs, 
that. we may from thence, judge, whether we ought ta, 
confent to what is propofed: Nay, thoughno Augmenr 
tation had been asked, if. nothing more were, to be, asked, 
but to keep.up for next Year the fame.Number that was, 
kept up laft Year, yet, as it.is a. heavy Charge, upon, 
the People, and cannot furely, be always neceflary, the, 
Confent of Parliament,ought not to be expe&ted, without; 
giving us fome.good Reafons, for it, ; 

For ‘this. Reafon, I hope, that. fome. Gentleman who, 
can inform us, will rife up and let us know, fomething. 
of our prefent Circumftances : It is high Time we thould) 
know, not only our prefent, Situation, but, likewife, 
what Share we are to take, or if we are to take any, in, 
the War, now begun. in Europe: It is chiefly with, this, 
View that I am to offer an Amendment to the.Queftion = 
My principal Defign in it is, that fome Gentleman may 
rife- up, and: give me fome Argument, afford me, fome 
Excufe, for my confenting to lay a new “Load upon.a, 
People whom I know to be already moft. heavily loaded, 
I know, Sir, we are in‘a Committee, and therefore I 
may be indulged.in fpeaking. more than once, for which 
Reafon I fhall now add no more, but only move, that 
the Words, and including the three Regiments of Tyrawley, 
Grove, and Kirk, may be added by Way of Amendmeng 
to the Queftion, 





| H—y P——m, Efq; 
SI R, 

Y¥ Opinion is the fame with that of the honoura- 

ble Gentleman. who made you this Motion; the 
Augmentation propofed is, I. think, fo very fmall, the 
Manner of doing it fo eafy, and fo little expenfive, and. 
the Neceflity of doing it fo eyident-and apparent, that, I - 
did not expe& that either I or any Gentleman elfe fhould ; 
have been under a Neceflity of ftanding up to fay any 
Thing in Support of the Motion. The. honourable Gen-; 
tleman who {poke Jaft..has propofed an Amendment, and; 
wants much, it feems to be inform’d of our prefent Si- . 
tuation, and bopes that fome Gentleman will fland, up. 
and 
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and fatisfy him: I do not take upon me to fpeak as a 
Perfon any way concern’d in the Adminiftration, I fpeak 
only as a Meinber of this Houfe, and, as fuch, I want 
’ no further Information ; the Lights I have, and which 
every Gentleman in this  Houfe muft, know, are fuffi- 
cient to. enable me to give my Vote in the prefent Que- 
‘flion: If other Gentlemen, whofe Curiofity may be 
greater. than mine, want to know more than they yet 
know, I am afraid they will return from the Houfe no 
wifer in that Refpe&t, than when they came to it; for 
Gentlemen are ‘not obliged to fay more than what is ne- 
cefary for their prefent Argument ; nor are they bound, 
upon every Occafion, to fatisfy the private Curiofity of 
other Men, - 

Every Gentleman mutft know the prefent Circumftances 
of Affairs of Europe, and from that Confideration alone 
pet fee the Neceflity of the Augmentation propofed ; 

he three Regiments which are at Gibraltar, have been, 
*till now, kept upon the Briti/; Eftablifhment, becaufe 
it was not expefted, that we fhould have been obliged to 
continue them there ; but fince a War is. broke out in 

» fince our Neighbours have all great Armies in 

the Field, and great Fleets at Sea, would any Man think 
it wife or prudent in us, to diminifh the Strength of 
that Place by recalling thofe three Regiments ? Or can 
any Gentleman in this Houfe think that a lefs Num- 
bes of, regular Troops at home is neceflary now in the 
ime ,of War, than what was laft Year, in the Time 
of Peace, thought neceflary for the Defence of his Ma- 
jefty’s Perfon and Government ? Surely no Gentleman 
in this Houfe can think fo, and therefore I cannot fee 
how any Gentleman in this Houfe can difagree with the 
Queftion now before you ; fince all that is thereby pro- 
pofed is but a fmall additional Expence of 34 or 35,000/. 
to the Nation ; it is only an Augmentation of our Forces 
at home equal to, and in the Room of thofe three Regi- 
ments, which it is now become neceffary to put upon « 
foreign Ettablifhment ; for after they are once put upon 
that Eftablifiment, it is certain, they cannot be called 
Home, whatever Neceflity we may have for them here ; 
and, for all that has been formerly faid by Gentlemen 
about numerous. Standing-Armies, I know very well, 
that while I ferved in another Office, we never were 
abte tomake fuch a Difpofition of Quarters, as to have 
it in our Power to call avove three or four thoufand Men 
together, upon any Emergency, For thefe Reafons, Sir, 
Ee I cannot 
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I cannot agree to the Amendment propofed 3 on the con- 
trary, I never was, I think, clearer in any one Queftion 
I moved in this Houfe, than Iam in that which you 
now have in your Hand. 


Mr. te fpoke next againft the Amendment. 
This worthy Member, having voted Jaft Year on t’other 
Side of the Queflion, was pleafed to affign the Change of 
the Times, for the Change of his Opinion: When 
Europe was in a State of Tranquility, he thought the 
Number of Troops propos’d unneceflary 3 but fince we 
were in Danger of being involved in a general War, we 
ought to be provided againft the worft, and for his Part 
he could wifh the Queflion had met with no Oppofition, 
to convince foreign Powers of the good Harmony fub- 
fifting between the King and his Parliament. 








W. mS n, Efq; appeared next for the A- 
mendment, and fpoke as follows. ' 





STR, 

Otwithftanding what has been faid by the two ho- 
nourable Gentlemen who fpoke Jaft, I am’ of the 
fame Opinion with"my honourable Friend who moved 
for an Amendment to the Queftion, for unlefs we are to 
engage, unlefs we are to have fome Share in the prefent 
War, I can fee no Neceflity, nor indeed any Reafon, for 
the Augmentation propofed ; becaufe I am very well 
affured, none of the Powers engaged in War will attack 
us, if we have a mind to ftand neutral ; and if his Ma- 
jefty were refolved to take any Share in the War, or 
even to give the leaft Affiflance to either of the Parties 
engaged, he would certainly have communicated his Re- 
folutions to his Parliament: Surely thofe Gentlemen 
who have always thought, at leaft of late Years, that an 
Army of 18,coo Men is neceffary in Times of Peace, 
to fupport his Majefly’s Government, can never think, 
that the Addition of 1800 will enable him to take any 
Share in the War, or to give Affiftance to any of his Al- 
lies; from hence I mutt conclude, that his Majefty is 
not to take any Share in the War, fo that the Smallnefs 
of the Augmentation demanded, which they make Ufe 
of as an Argument for prevailing with us to agree to it 
is with mea very flrong Argument for refufing to give 

my Confent. 


But, 
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* But, Sir, the chief Augument with me for being 
againft the prefent Queftion is, that Iam afraid left the 
amber of Forces kept up laft Year fhould come to be 
thought always neceffary to be kept, even in Times of 
the moft profound Peace and Tranquility, and indeed the 
Gentleman who {poke Jaft but une feemed to infinuate as 
much, fo that from herice forth we may reckon an Army 
of 18,coo Men asa Part of our Conftitution ; and even 
this Army it feens is always to be angmented whenever 
any? little Quarrel happens between any two of our 
Neighbours, and that whether we are: to have any Share 
in the Quarrel or not :: This is the principal Reafon, Sir, 
why [cannot agree to the Queftion, as it now flands, and 
thetefore I fhall be forthe Amendment propofed, 


¢ 





> af ER: 
THE honourable Gentleman who moved the Queftion 
‘did extreamly well in opening and explaining it te 
the ‘Committee, for it is in itfelf fo dark and intricate, 
that without the Explanation he was pleafed to give us/ 
B believe theréare' very few Gentlemen inthe Houfe who 
Would thave' underftood it,’ or could have imagined, tlivt 
a‘darge Augmentation was thereby meant to be made to 
6ut Land Forces‘in Great Britain; By the Words of the 
Queftion no greater’: Number of Land Forces than what 
wasvoted lift Year-appears to be demanded, yet when it 
comes to be explained, we find that there is a Demand 
of an‘ Augmentation of ‘about 2000 Men: Here, is an 
Army in Difguife ; it really puts mein mind of Mr. 
Bays’s Army. in the Play, for it would have been an Ar- 
tay incog. if the Gentleman had not been pleafed to dif- 
cover it. shail 
» Ain thonourable Gentleman told us, that-thofe three 
Regiméhts now at Gibraltar, if they fhould once be put 
upon that Eftablifiment, could not be called home, let 
the'Occafion for them here be never fo prefling ; this I 
éannot admit, I can fee no Impoflibility of calling them 
home,,. tho’ they fhould be put upon that Eftablifhment ; 
but, granting there were, have we not #2,000 Men, in 
Ireland, from whence we may cali homie as many as we 
pleafe, upon any ‘Emergency: Has nor this been done, 
in former Times ? “And did not the Parliament of Great 
Britain. willingly ‘make ‘wp the Difference of the Pay, 
and all the other Charges that attendt@®-the Tranfporting 
of them: Befides this, cannot we call for Troops from 
3g Ee2 Holland, 





WwW. m P ey, Efq; 
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Holland, whenever we have Occafion ;for any fuch ?, Has 
not this likewife been formerly done? We know that 
the Dutch are by Treaties obliged to furnifh us with 
30,000 Men, if we fhould be attacked by any Power. in 
Europe, and that at their own Expence too; tho, I be- 
lieve, indeed, that we never had as yet any fuch Affi- 
fiance from them, but what the Parliament of Great 
Britain was obliged to pay for. 

The Gentleman fpoke likewife of the Difpofition of 
Quarters, and the Difficulty of getting a Number of 
Men together, on any Emergency. Sir, I have had the 
Honour to ferve in that Office, as well as the honourable 
Gentleman, and I never knew a Difpofition of Quarters 
fo made, but that almoft all the Troops in Great Brig 
tain could be got together by regular Marches, Time 
enough to oppofe any Enemy that.could come againft us, 
unlefs they ihould drop from the Clouds ; I cannot\com- 
prehend, from whence Gentlemen imagine that) fuch 
Troops fhould be fent againft us; Muft they not mar¢h 
from their feveral Quarters to the Sea-coaft of \that 
Country from whence they are tocome? Mutt they not 
have a Fleet of Ships, to tranfport them, and a) faire 
Wind to,bring them to this.,]Mand? Will not all this 
take up Time, and that enough to give us an Opportus 
nitv of affembling our Forces? This, really, Sir; tome 
feems to be raifing Fantaims in the Air, in Order to 
find Pretences for loading the People in England with 
Taxes. ' 

The Amendment propofed was, not, I believe, meant 
by the honourable Gentleman who moved it, fo much to 
be infifled on, as to oblige thofe Gentlemen who defire 
us to confent to this Augmentation, to fhew us fome 
Reafon for fo doing; and with this View I muft join 
with him, and will be for the Amendment, "till I bear 
fome Reafon given for the Augmentation: If thofe 
Gentlemen will, vouchfafe to fhew us any Reafons for 
what they ask, and thofe Reafons thall appear to be fuf> 
ficient, 1 make no Doubt but that my worthy Friend 
will be ready todrop the Amendment he has propofed s 
and, ’till fome Reafon is offered to us, I think I have na 
Occafion tofay any thing more upon this Subjec&t. When 
they have fhewn us their Reafons for making this Aug- 
mentation, I thal] either agree with them, or I fhail 
endeavour to shew why I do not think the Reafons they 





have offered fufticient. 


Mr, 
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Mr,,P- m. food up again, and explained a little 
what -h¢ had before faid,.with refpe&t to the calling 
home the. Regiments from Gibraltar, and with re{pect 
to the Difpofition of Quarters. . 

After whom Mr. P——-r gave his Opinion, That it 
was highly reafonable for Gentlemen tp expeét a little 
more Satisfaftion, touching the Necellity of an Augmens 
tation, before they agreed to it. For at this. Rate, in- 
fiead of being Maflers of. the People’s Purfe, they fhould 
be only Slaves that carry’d it, toopen ites often and 
as wide as the Miniftry fhould command them. 

The ,honourable E——-d D——-y, E(q; obferv'd next, 
with great Propriety,.of Sentiment, that every Man ad- 
ded. to; the Army, isa Man, taken from the Labour and 
Indufiry of his Country ; That at a modeft Computation, 
every Man’s: Labour, might be reckon’d, One, with ano- 
ther, worth 20/. a Year to his Coyntry; and.that by 
Confequence, the taking of fuch Man from. bis Labour, 
was a manifeft Injury to the. Kingdom: That the pre- 
fent Augmentation, if added to that made laft Year, was 
very inconfiderable: That'as he oppos’d the firft, he 
muft take the Queftion in the fame Light as if both were 
now propos’d together ; therefore could agree to no Aug- 
mentation, *till he faw a greater Neceflity for it, than 
what had been yet fhewn to. the Houfe. 

Sir W: mW. m. “vofe up next, and infifled 
on further Information from fome Gentlemen in the Ad- 
miniftration ; That this was no more than what the Par- 
liament ought fo defire, and had a Right to expeé ; 
and therefore could not be perfwaded but fome Gentle- 
man, well qualified would rife wp, and lay before the 
Honfe the prefent Circwmitances of the Nation, to enable 
them to giye a Reafon for.confenting to the Augmenta- 
tion propos’d, 

Upon this, Mr. Comer of the Ex————r deliver’d 
himfelf in Manner following, 


SIR, 
THO’ I had refolved to fit fill and fay nothing in the 
rc prsfent. Debate, yet, as.1 believe myfelf pointed at 
by the honourable Gentleman who fpoke Jaft, when I 
find myfelf fo often called upon, I cannot forbear giving 
fome Anfwer to what Gentlemen have been, pleafed to 
fay again the fmall Augmentation of our. Forces, which 
has been propofed. As tothe Information which Gentle- 
men are fo fond of having, 1 do not really know po 
’ ty 
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they mean by it, or what they want to be~informed 
about : It is publickly known, that there is @ War row 
broke out in Europe, even-his Majefty in his Speech’ Has 
taken Notice of it, and in the famé Speech his Majefty’ 
has been pleafed'to declare to us, that he is as yet no Way 
engaged in the War, nor would détermine himfelf "till 
he had‘ examined the feveral Fa€ts alledged by both Par- 
ties: This, Sir, is a Deliberation confiftent with the Wif- 
dom of his' Majefty’s Counfels, and from thence we may 
be affured,’ that we are not as yet’‘any Way concerned in 
the prefent War; we may, "tis true, be concerned re- 
latively and confequentially } but, from what his Ma- 
jefty himfelf has'told us, we muft conclude that we are 
under no p?efent Engagements, ’ and therefore’ I muft 
think it -ftrange in Gentlemen to expec or defire any 
Declaration ftom his Majetty, by thofe who have the 
Honour tg ferve him, before any Refolution has béen ta- 
ken, nay, ‘even before his Majefty could poflibly have 
an Opportunity to enquire into thofe Fa&ts, which, ‘he 
has told us, ‘he will thoroughly’ examine before'he deter~ 
mines what to do. e eee ang . 

But as’it is a Matter of the utmoft Confequence’ ‘te 
all the Powers engaged in- the War, to know what Part 
Great Britain is to take, or whether or «no ~-We aré to 
take any Part in the prefent’ War; we may coriclude, 
that they are all extreamly anxious about knowing what 
we are to do, and furely, if there is any Power in Eu- 
rope who may in the Event becomé the Enemy of Great 
Britain, particularly interefted in, and therefore anxious 
to know: the Refult of our Deliberations, it would be a 
very good Reafon, if there weré none other; why Gen- 
tlemen ought not to expest-the Sttisfaction they fee fo 
earnefily to ‘defire, efpecially before fo full and fo pub- 
lick an Audience: This, I fay, would be a'gadd°Reafon 
for his Majefty not to declare his-Refelution here, even 
fuppofing he had come toa Refolution ; and "till ‘his 
Majefty thinks fit to publifh his Refolutions, Geptlemen 
may believe, that neither I, nor any Member'of this 
Houfe; who has the Honour to ferve the Crown, ‘wilf 
be ready to make any Declafations in this Placé, "till 
we do it ew Officio, and by his’Majefty’s Orders,’ 

Now, Sir, without any-further Information, let us 
confider the prefent Circumftances of Europe, we all 
know, atid: his Majefty has told us, ‘that a War is broke 





out in Europe we are not immediately ‘concern’d in 
this Wars but. as the too great’ Succefs of either Side 
j may 
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imay endanger the Liberties of Europe, we-are certainly 
‘concern’d in the Event’; ‘and as we are concerfi’d in the 
Event, thofe ‘Powers, who may now, or hereafter come 
to think, that we are, in Interett or, Self-prefervation, 
obliged to declare againft them, will not they, affoon as 
they begin to think fo, endeavour to take us ata Dif- 
advehtave, and before we are prepared for our Defence, 
in order to pfevent our attempting to put a Stop to thofe 
ambitiqus Views which Succefs may infpire them with ? 
Is it not therefore neceffary for us to be upon our Guard, 
and to provide ‘in Time for our own Defence ? Upon 
this Confideration, the Neceflity for the Augmentation 
peopofed, which fome Gentlemen pretend they cannot 
difcover, is to me fo apparent, that it {peaks itfelf; and 
the Demand is, in itfelf, fo modeft, and fo evidently 
fhews, that his Majefty’s Inclinations are to lay as few 
and as eafy Burthens on his People as poflible, that E 
muft fay, the making of any Difficulty to comply with 
it, does not teftify any great Refpe&t towards his Maje- 
fty, nor a°warm Affeétion or Zeal for his Government ; 
‘and thetefore I hope the Queftion will be agreed to with- 
eut any Amendment. 





W. m P. ey, Efqs 





SIR, 
Believe moft Gentlemen, as well as myfelf, whofe 
Expeftations were raifed when the honourable Gen- 
tleman ftood up, have met with a very great Difappoint- 
ment: That Gentleman, from whom we had Reafon to 
expe&t fomething that would have been of Weight in the 
prefent Debate ; has not only told us, that we are to 
have no Reafon for what we are defired this Day to agree 
to; but has given us very little Hopes of having at any 
other Time that Information which one would think a 
Britifh Parliament might expe&t. Are we to vote power- 
fal Ficets, and numerous Armies; are we to lay new 
and great Burthens on the People, and all this without 
being told any Reafons for what we are defired to do ? 
What Satisfa&tion can we give our Conttituents, if they 
fhould ask us, why-we have augmented our Standing- 
Army, which muft always be dangerous to the Liber- 
ties of our Country ? Why we have confented to the in- 
creafing the publick Charge, which is already heavier 
than the People can bear ? Really, to this moft material 
and reafonable Queftion, I know as yet of no other An- 
fwer we can give, but only that his Majefty has told us 
ep in 
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in his Speech, that there isa War broke out in Europe, 
in which we have no Manner of Concern ; and his Mi- 
niflers have told us, that we ought to be afraid of the 
Armies and Fleets raifed and fitted out by our Neigh- 
bours, becaufe they are under an abfolute Neceflity of 
employing all the Armies they can raife, and all the 
Fleets they can fit out, in thofe Parts of vs which 
are moft remote from us 3 we have Zeal, Sir, I hope we 
have all a great deal of Affeftion and Zeal for his Ma- 
jefty’s Perfon and Government ; but do not let us allow 
his Majefty’s Minifters, or even his Majeity himfelf, to 
expeét fuch a blind Zeal from his Parliament: It is in- 
confiftent with the Dignity of Parliament, and I am fure 
that Parliaments thirty or forty Years ago would hardly 
have been perfwaded to have fhewn fo much Complai- 
fance to the Minifters of the Crown. — 

What has been obferved by fome Gentlemen, I own 
Sir, weighs greatly with me: From the Demand now 
before us we have Reafon to conclude, that 18,000 Men 





- may be the Number intended to be always kept up with- 


in this Ifland, even in the Times of the greateft Peace 
and Tranquillity, and that the Augmentation now re- 
quired is done with a View only, that when fuch Times 
fhall again come, thofe in the Adminiftration may have 
an Opportunity to pretend great Merit, in reducing the 
1800 Men now propofed to be added: We all know what 
Jealoufies and Fears the People. have entertained at the 
continuing of this Army, during the laft Years of per- 
feét Peace and Tranquillity both at home and abroad ; 
and if that Meafure fhould be again attempted, when 
thofe Days of Peace return, every Man mutt then con- 
clude, that that Army is kept up, not for defending us 
againtt our foreign Enemies, but for the Safety of thofe 
who have rendered themfelves odious among the People, 
and for defending them againft the Refentment of an in- 
jured ‘and a plundered Nation: If this fhould ever happen 
to be our unfortunate Condition, the People will certain- 
ly make a Struggle for the Prefervation of their ancient 
Conftitution : This will certainly be the Cafe, I know it 
muft be the Cafe, and when it is, I hope thofe who fhall 
bring us under fuch hard Circumftances,; will find, that 


even this Army.of 18,000 Men will not be able to ftand 


againft the whole People of England. I have a great 
Opinion of many Gentlemen who have now Commands 
in the Army, and if fuch a Cafe fhould happen, while 
they have any Conimand, I make no Doubt but —- 

woul 
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would behave as their Predectffors did at the Revolu- 
tion, I dare‘fay, that moft of them would foon be found 
of the People’s Side of the Queftion. 

If we are, Sir, to have any Share in the War, the 
Addition of 1800 Meri is but a Bawble{ and if we are 
to have no Share, why fhould we bring any additional 
Experice upon the People? The honourable Gentlemapi 
would not fay, pofitively, that we were engaged of 
were not engaged, of that we were or were not to be en- 

aged, but that we might be engaged rélatively and con- 
nentially, ahd this refined quibbling, Sir, is, it 
feenis, all the Satisfaftion, all the Reafons, he will 
vouchfafe to give Gentlemen, fot agreeing to the De- 
mand now made ‘upon them. Ig an Engli/h Houfe of 
Commons to take this as a Reafon for breaking in upon 
their Conftitution, and for loading their Conftituents 
with Taxed ?’ Surely, Sir, let our Condition be never fo 
bad, and I believe fe is bad enough, if thé Advice of 
Parliament is wanted on that Occafion, if their Affi- 
{tance be defired, ‘they ought to have a full Information 
Of 'thé prefent Circumfances of thé Nation, and they 
ht to have fuifficient Reafons given for the Demand 
that'is made ; but it feems we dre for the future to have 
no other Reafoi given us for complying with any De- 
thand that comes fron the Crown, but only becaufe it is 
atked’$ and if any Gentleman fcruples to také that asa 
fufficient Reafon, he is, it fecms, always to be told, 
that his not agreeing readily fo the Demand will be look- 
ed upon as a Want of Refpeét to the Crown : Let us, Sir, 
have all due Refpe& to the Crown, but for God's Sake 
let uis have likeéwife fome Regard to ourfelves and to our 
Fellow-fubje&ls, without which I am fure we have no 
Bufinefs here, hor can the Nation ever reap any Benefit 
ftoni our meeting in this Place. | 

The extraordinary Expence of the Augmentation now 
asked for, ‘is fuid to be but 34 or 35,000/. It is, at leatt, 
35,0007. which is a Sum that may, perhaps, found but 
little in thofe Ears which are accuftomed to Millions, 
yet it is great Sum, and will be thought fo by the Peo- 
ple of England, wht are already over-burdened with Tax- 
es and Impofitions : It is an additional Expence, which 
no Man ought to confent to, unlefs he fees an abfolute 
Necefity for fo doing: The honourable Gentleman, "tie 

e, fays, that the Néceffity is appatent, and that ic 

leaks for itfelf: It is well ft does fo, for no Gentleman 
Bas as yet thought fit to fay any Thing for it; butas & 
ee Ff neither 
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neither can fee this apparent Neceflity, nor hear it fpeak 
for itfelf, I mufl therefore as yet be for pS tab 
which has been propofed. ' . 


Sir 7 m Y. “ge. 
o7R, 


T HE Queftion now before us is, in my Opinion, fo 
reafonable, and the additional Expence, ‘which the 
honourable Gentleman who fpoke Jaft was pleafed to call 
a great Sum, is, I think, fo far otherwife, that L be- 
lieve every Gentleman inthis Houfe, when he heard the 
Motion made, was furprized at the Modefty of the De- 
mand, and could not but admire his Majelty’s Wifdom, 
and the great Care he had of doing nothing that might 
be burdenfome to his People. Fite sal 

Gentlemen may, if they will, thut their. Eyes, and 
not fee that Objest which ftands before them in the. 
cleareft Light, but the Neceflity of what. is now. propo- 
fed is to me as apparent as the Sun at Noon-Day. Tho’, 
we be not as yet any Way engaged in the War now carry- 
ing on in Europe, yet no Man can, anfwer for future 
Events, nor can we know what Refolutions foreign, 
Courts may hereafter come to ; it is for. this Reafon that 
we ought to be always well provided for our Defence 
againitany fudden Attempts that may be refolved on or 
made againft us; and we certainly ought to be better 
provided for our Defence when our Neighbours are at 
War, than when they are in a State of profound Tran-. 
quillity : When they are at War, they always have Ar-. 
thies in the Field, and Fleets at Sea ; they have many: 








‘Pretences for marching theif Armies wherever they have 


a Mind, and for fitting out what Fleets, and at what 
Places they think proper ; with fome of thefe they may 
come upon us at unawares, and when we think that their 
Warlike-Preparations are defigned againft thofe they are 
a@ually- at War with; whereas, in Time of Peace, 
though they have Standing-Armies, yet thofe Armies 
are difperfed and in Quarters; and if any Number of 
them fhould be gathered together, and prepared for an 
Expedition, we fhould have a Right to demand the Rea- 
fon for fuch Preparations, and we. could eafily judge, 
whether or no they were, or could be defigned againit us 5 
as to their Fleet, it is the fame, tho’ in. Time of Peace 
they ‘have Ships of War, as well as other Ships, yet their 
Men of War are moftly Jaid up in their Docks, and 
tpcir other Ships employed in their. proper a 
an 
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and if they fhoutd begin to fit out a Fleet, and prepare 
foria naval Expedition, we fhoyld have a Right to de- 
mand whither their were defigned, and could eafily 
judge, whether or rio they could be intended for an Inva- 
fion upon us ; in either of which Cafes, we fhould have 
-Time to prepare for giving them a proper Reception : 
Prow this Confideration it appears evident to me, that 
it ts neceffary for us'to have both a greater Fleet at Sea, 
anda more nutmerots Army at Land, when our Nejgh- 
bours are ehgiged in War, than we have Occafion for 
swhen they aré‘all in a profound Peace 5 and I cannot bug 
think that the Augmentation now propofed is the leaft 
that cari be judged neceffary. 

~» As to'the Conjeftures, Sir, which Gentlemen have 
been pleafed to throw out, of what may be intended 
when Peace thall be again reftored to Europe, I think no 
Gentleman now in this Houfe is any Way concerned in 
them, or obliged to give any Anfwer to what has been 
faid. upon that Subje&t: If what ought to be then done 
be not done,: let thofe who fhall then have the Honour to 
advife the King anfwer for it; but a Suppofition that 
they will not do their Duty, can be no Reafon for us to 
negle&t or to refufe doing our Duty upon the prefent 
Emergency. ‘The honoutable Gentleman was pleafed to 
fay, that he had heard no body fpeak, or give any Rea- 
fon. for the Neceflity of the Augmentation propite 3, if 
it be fo, Tam fure I have heard’ no Gentleman fay any 
thing againft it, and therefore, fince nothing has been 
faid of either. Side of the Queftion, let every Gentleman 
give his Vote, according to what hisown Thoughts may 
fuggeft to him. oH 


M . 





rof the Ro... s, 





“SIR, 
A‘ I thall always fhew a ready compliance with any 
& Demands which his Majefty fhall pleafe to make, 
when I fee they are requifite for fupporting or defending 
the Honsur and Intereft of this Nation, fo I thal! a)- 
ways be extreamly cautious, of agreeing to any thing 
that may bring new Loads upon the People, by increa- 
fing the publick Expence, unlefs when I plainly fee an 
abfolute Neceflity for it; and therefore, Sir, I cannot, 
for all Ihave yet feen or heard, agree to the prefent 


Motion. Iam hot ignorant of the prefent State of Af 

fairs abroad, but as we are not as yet any Way engaged 

in the Quarrel, Tcan fee -— we are in form any 
a 


Power 
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Power abroad, and therefore can fee no Reafon for our 
making any additional Provifion for our Defence; for 
tho’ we were really in fome Danger, we have, in my Q- 
pinion, fufficientl y provided againft it by the large Arma- 
ment we have already voted for the Sea-Service, which, as 
it is our natural Defence, was chearfully, and, I may fay, 
wnanimoufly agreed to: Nay, if we were to give fome 
Affiftance to fume of the Powers engaged in the War, 
which no Gentleman has yet faid. we are, it is certain 
that we may aflifteffeftually by our Fleet as by our Land- 
Forces, and in fuch Cafe I fhould be for augmenting our 
naval Force rather than our Land-Army. ' 

The honourable Gentleman who fpoke laft endeavoured 
to thew, that we ought to be better provided for our De- 
fence, when our Neighbours are engaged in War, than 
when they are in a profound Peace ; but in my Opinion, 
if we are no Way engaged in the Quarrel, we have then 
Yefs Occafion to provide for our Detence; becaufe when 
our Neighbours are engaged againft:qne another, they 
will certainly be fo far from doing any Thing that may 
difoblige us, that we muft then de courted by both Par- 
ties, if not for our Affifiance, at leaft for this, that we 
may obferve an exact Neutrality ; and to me it really 
feems a Paradox to fay, that any Nation in Europe will 
be the more ready to attack us, becaufe they are already 
deeply engaged againft another Enemy. For this Reafon 
JI muft conclude, that. we are in no Danger of being at- 
tacked, "till we come to a Refolution to join one Side or 
ether ; when we have once come to fuch a Refolution, 
we ought to provide for Offence, as well as Defence, 
and ’til] then we ought to fave as much as poffible, that 
‘we may be able to execute our Refolution, when taken, 
with the more Vigour. ‘ ‘ 

Gentlemen talk of France, and of the great’ Armies 
they have in the Field, and the great Fleets they have 
at Seas; but I am fure wecan be at prefent. under no 
Apprehenfions from them: That Nation has now work 
enough upon their Hands, in fending two great Armies 
to different Parts of the World, and providing at the 
Same Time for their own Security at home ; and what- 
ever Fleets they may have at Sea, it is certain, that 
they will have Occafion for them elfewhere ; nay, even 
tho” they had not, I doubt much if it be in their Power 
to fend-any fuch Fleet to Sea.as could give us juft Caufe 
of Fear; for when Genntlemen talk of Invafjons; I hope 
they do not think, that this Nation is to be conguered by. 

\ , ten 
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ten or twelve thoufand Men ; and unlefs they could 
fend at once fuch an Atmy as woud be able to conquer 
the Nation, any leffer Number would be juft fo many 
Men thrown away ; for our Fleet would not only pre- 
vent Succours from coming to them, but would likewife 
prevent its being in the Power of thofe who landed, to 
inake their Efcape out of the Ifland. 

But befides its not being in the Power of France to at- 
tempt any Thing at prefént againft us, I believe it is not 
in their Inclination: They certainly look upon us as 
their Allies, and have, I believe, good Reafon for fo do- 
ing. I thal] not enter into a Difquifition of the many 
Engagements we are at prefent under to forcign Powers, 
but lam afraid they ate fuch, that whatever Meafures 
we may purfue’ with refpect to the prefent War, ict 
will not be eafy to reconcile the Honour and the Intereft 
of this’ Nation: If our Intereft fhould call upon us to 
afift the Emperor and his Allies, I am afraid we mutt 
forfeit our Honour to France'and her Allies; and if our 
Intereft eal] upon’ us to affift France and Spain, we mutt 
equally forfeit our Honour to the Emperor; nay, if we 
thould obferve an exaé&t Neutrality, I am afraid both Par- 
ties would have fome Grounds for accufing us of a Breach 
of Feith: I thall not pretend to give Names or Epithets 
to any Meafure, or to any Minifter ; but a Management 
which has brought the Honour and Intereft of the Nation 
thus to clafh, I cannot appleud. 

As the Defignof propofing the Amen¢ment which has 
been offer’d, feems to be only in order to procure fome 
Information, or fome Reafons for the Augmentation de- 
manded, I muft fay, that if the Demand‘on one Side be 
thought fo very modeft, it muft be granted, that what 
is asked on the other Side is full as modeft; and if no- 
thing has been fuid for or againft the Augmentation, it 
certainly ought not to be comply’d with ; for there is 
an eternal Reafon againft it, which every Member of 
this Houfe mutt know ; the People of England are not 
to be loaded with unneceffary Charges ; if this new 
Charge be unneceffary, it ought not to be comply’d with 5 
and if there be a Neceflity for it, that Neceflity ought to 
be thewn to this Houfe; the Parliament has as good a 
Right to have the Reafons for any Demand from the 
Grown laid before them, nay, 2 better, in my Opinion, 
than the Crown has to expeft a Compliance, without 
thewing them any Reafons for their fo doing 5 and — 
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fore,; "till fome Reafons be; offer’d for, our compl ying 
with the Demand, I thal) be for the Amendment. 


Mr. S- 





r geworrt A 





SIR, 

am heartil y forry,: ¥ fhould differ from the boncurabl 
{ and learned Gentleman over the Way, with: whom 
have always, "till now, concurred in, Queftions of this 
Nature, and for, whom, have -the, greateft: Refpecs and 
Efteem. As I have always been one of :thofe: Gentlemen 
who have appeared againft keeping up numerous. Stands 
ing- Armies in Time of Peace, I think myfelf obliged to 
give my Reafons before I give my Vote for the Augmen- 
tation propofed ; (for stho’ I never thought thet, we ought 
to keepup a large Standing-Army in Time of, @ profound 
Peace, yet. when therejisa War aétually kindled in Europe, 
when our Neighbours are al: making vaft.military Pre- 
parations, L muft think that we ought then to.44d a little 
to our, Forces both, by Sea'and Land, not only:fpr our own 
Security, at home, but Jikewife to add eo the Influence 
which we may have, and ought. to afpire to, with all 
the Parties engaged in the War. 

It is certain, Sir, that, if thete were » sanPhities nor: 
Divifions among us, this Nation would have ha Occafion 
to be afraid of ten or twelve thoufand Men poured in by: 
Surprize wpon: us ;.in. kuch, Cafe I ido. not: believe any 
Power in Europe would attempt toinvade usiwith dou~ 
ble'the: Number 5 but as. there are Parties and Divifions 
mong us, and always willbe, as long~-as; we are a free 
People, ten or twelve'thoufand Foreigners, joined by all. 
the Power. of the Difafie&ted amongft ourfelvés, might 
do us a great deal of Mifchief, if not overturn: our pre- 
fent happy Eftablifthment, efpecially if we: :had.but a 
fmall Number of regular Forces at home. : : 

{t is Jikewife certain, Sir, that none of, the Powers. 
engaged in the War will attack us, or dO any Thing, to. 
difoblige us as long as. we remain quiet, and: they are 
under no Apprehenfions of our going to join with their 
Enemies. But when fucha general War is broke forth 
in Europe, when the united Forces of France, Spain, and 
Sardinia, are tearing the Emperor’s Domihions.in Italy 
afunder, are we to be altogether unattentive'?. Are we 
to fit entirely regardlefs of a War..which:may end in the 
total Overthrow of the Ballance of Power, in Europe ? 
Surely, Sir, we are not; and if we fhould refolve: to 
join either Party engaged in the War, or if —_ of 

them 
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them fhould. but fulpeét fuch a. Thing, would not. the 
Party againft whom we fhould, sefolve to -join, or who 
fufpefted that we were to.come to fucha Refolution ; 
would not that Party, I fay, attempt to make a fudden 
Invafion upon us? For tho’ they cousd not perhaps ex- 
pe& immediate. -Succefs, yet at might give. {uch a Di- 
verfion to the Arms of this Nation, as might prevent 
its being in our Power to put a Stop to their ambitious 
Views, or to preferve.the Ballance of Powersin Europe 

In this Cafe, Sir, it is of no Weight to fay, that, af- 
ter we have come to fuch.a Refbhution; it will-be Time 
enough: to provide for our Defences; for, as:T have faid, 
the Apprehcnfions of our Neighbours may, be fufiicient 
Gaufe for them to invade us,,and thofe Apprebenfions we 
can know nothing of *sill-we. foch the Effetis of them 5 
but even ag togur.qwn Relolutions, they may happen to 
be difcovered, ag foon as jtaken 4 and as it.requires, along 
Time. to raife any Number.of Land-Forces, aad. to difci~ 
ling the Men, fo as to. make)them. fit for, Service, it will 
he top.late thgn.to begin. anly te provide for pur Security 
at home 3,we,ought, before,weteiany fuch Refol ation, at 
leaft, to $6 fegure at homes and then, after, it ig,taken, 
we may with Pale. provide for_aGing an offenfive Part. 

Upon. the, whole, Sir,.if amy. very large Augmenta- 
tion had mow, demanded,.I fhould net perkaps have 
givensmy V.ot¢ for.complying with that Demand, with- 
out having ocenatittle better informed as to the Necelli- 
ty for making fuch an, Augmentation’ but the Augmen- 
tation now asked is fo fraall,;that I look upon it as done 
chiefly, with ¢. View of dhewing the World, that there is 
a good Harmony fubfifting, between his Majefty and his 
Parliament, which, perhaps, fome Powers abroad have 
been made to doubr of; and therefore I thal! not only 
heartily comply with the Demand made. by his Majefly, 
but I with that no Sort of Unwillingnefs had been thewn 
by any Gentleman in this Houvfe ; for as nothing can 
give fo great.a Weight. to the Counfels of this Nation 
among, foreign. Princes, asa fri Union between the 
King and his. Parliament; fo» nothing can give fuch a 
Stab to our, Influence ‘abroad, as. an Attempt to defiroy 
that Union ; and if Great Britain fhould lofe all the 
Weight it has in the Scale. of Europe, to what a Pale it 
might. bring the Affairs of Europe J thall Jeave to Gentle- 
men fo judge, 

~ In. fhort, Sir, thofe who oppofe an Army, as well 
when it. becomes neceffary, as when it was unneceflary, 

I mut 
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I maft fufpe@ of having fome other Reafons for their fo 
doing, than thofe they publickly avow; To me the Ne- 
cefity of the Augmentation asked appeaté to be fuffici- 
ently evident, and thetefore I ant ready to give my Vote 
againft the Amendnient propofed . 

After him T- S Weramnnnit, Efq; Member fot 


S———y in Suffolk, {poke againft the Auginenfation. And 
then, 











Sir J——n § t A mmm ng, 
Cannot perfwade myfelf; to agrée to the Motion as it 
now ftands; becaufe I have, as yet, heard no Reafor 

giving for convincing me, that the Atgmentation now 
demanded is neceflary ; for tho” it be called but a fmall 
Number, yet to me and to all thofe Gentlemen who wete 
laft Year of Opinion, that the Number of “Land! Forces 
then voted was by much too large, the Augmentaion 
muft appear to be very confidetable; 4s fas been already 
obferved. By the Arguments I had forrterly fieard, for 
continuing the Army, and the Arguments F now heat for 
augmenting the Army, it appears plain to mé, that fome 
Gentlemen are of Opinion, that an Army of at leaft 
18,600 Men will always be neceflary for the Support of 
our Government, and ¢onfequently muft become a Part 
of our Conftitution ; for when our Neighbotits are all 
at Peace, we are told, that we tuft keep up at leaft that 
Number of regular Troops, becaufe our Neighbours have 
nothing to do with their Troops elfewhere, and may 
therefore make a fudden and unexpeéted Invafion upon 
us; and when any two of our Neighbours are at War 
with one another, which is the prefent Cafe, we are 
told, we muft keep up a numerous Standing-Army, be- 
caufe our Neighbours have large Armies in the Field, 
and great Fleets at Sea, which they may turn fuddenly 
againft us. 

I have, Sir, a very good Opinion of the Englifk Sol- 
diery, and when they have been properly employed, and 
kept in A@tion, they have always done great Honour to 
their Country; but an Army kept here at home, ‘in a 
State of Inaétion, and wantoning in Lewdnefs and Lux- 
ury, "till they have quite loft ‘the true Spirit of Englifh- 
men, and are become fit to be made Slaves themfeives, 
may eafily be perfwaded to make Slaves of their Fellow- 
Subjeéts ; and therefore I thall always be againft keeping: 
up a numerous regular Army within ¢his Ifland, let the 
Pretences for it be never fo planfible : Our Government 
has 
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has heen fupported for many Ages, without any fuch 
Army, and even during the whole Courfe of the laft two 
great Wars, there never was a greater Number of Forces 
kept at home for the Defence of this Nation than the ad- 
ditional Number now propofed, above what I, as well as 
a great many other Gentlemen, thought neceflary lait 
Year to be kept up. 

Gentlemen talk of Parties and Divifions among us, 
and of fts being neceflary for us to prepare for our De- 
fence before we come to any Refolution; there may, 
be little Divifions among us, but as long as his Majeity 
enjoys the Affettions of his People, thofe Diviliuns 
would immediately ceafe upon the Approach of a foreign 
Enemy, we would then all unite in the Defence of our 
King and Country ; and as to preparing for our Defence, 
it is certain, that half the Number of the Troops we 
now have would be fufficient to repel any {mall Invafion 
that could be fuddenly brought upon us; and if any De- 

fhould be formed to invade us with a great Number 
of Troops, would not they require a great Number of 
Tranfport Ships ? Could fuch a naval Armament be pre- 
pared without our hearing of it? And have not we al- 
ready voted a great naval Force, with which we might 
eafily block up our Enemies in their own Harbour ? 

While the'true Maxims of Engli/h Policy are purfued, 
neither his Majefty, nor any of his Succeffors, will éver 
have an Occafion for Standing-Armies, the King willal- 
ways find a Security for ‘his Perfon and Government in 





the Hearts and Purfes of his People; but if ever a vi~* 


cious Minifter fhali begin to a& upon other Maxims, Ar- 
mies may then become neceffary to skreen the Minifler, 
or even to fupport his Mafter; and fuch a Minifter may 
perhaps find a corrupt Parliament, fervilely and flavith- 
ly complying with his moft unreafonable Demands < 
This.may fupport. him for a while, but the Spirit of the 
People will be rouzed at laft, and even that Army, in 
which he puts his fole Truft, may probably join with 
the reft of their Countrymen in taking Vengeance of the 
Man who attempted to enflave his Country. 


This, I fay, may probably be the Cafe ; but as Stand-’ 
ing-Armies may.be. fo modell’d and manag’d, as to bee 


come proper Tools for tyrannical Power ; therefore 
there is nothing a free People ought to be more cautious, 
of 3 and as I can fee no Necefity for the Augmentation 
propofed; I cannot give my Confent to the Propofition. 
Ido not, indeed, know our prefent Situation, but what. 

: Gg : ever 
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ever it may be, I muft fay, that if, by the Ignorance of 
him at the Helm, if by his fhifting the Sails at every 
‘Furn of the Wind, our Ship be brought into great Di- 
firefs, and our Reckoning quite left, he ought in Juftice 
and Modefty to refign the Helm,—— A, general Council 
ought to be called, and every particular Circumftance 
Jaid fully before them, that they may. from thence learn 
how Affairs fland, foasta be able to judge how to put 
the Ship in a right Courfe. 








‘Col. C-————ey, Member for B ny in Cornwall, 
fpoke next for the Aumentation : And then the Queftion 
was put upon the Amendment, which, upon a Divifion, 
was carried in the Negative 262 againft 162. 

_After this, the Queftion was put upon the firft Mo- 
tion, which was agreed to without a Divifion, and then 
the two following Refojutions were likewife agreed to, 
viz, 

That a Sum not exceeding 647.429/. 115. 3d. Half- 
penny, fhould be granted to his Majefty, for defraying 
the Charge of the {uid 17,704 Men for Guards, Garri- 
fons, and other his Majefty’s Land-Forces in Greate 
Britain, Guernfey, and Ferfey, for the Year 1734. And, 

That aSum not exceeding 203,996 /. 175. 3 d. Half- 
penny, fhould be granted to his Majefty for maintaining 
his Majefty’s Forces.and Garrifons in the Plantations, 
Minorca, and Gibraltar, and for Provifions for the Garri- 
fons at Annapolis Royal, Canfo, Placentia, and Gibraltar, 
for the Wear 1734. 

By comparing theft two Refolutions with the two Re- 
{ylutions for the fame Purpofes in the Preceding Seflion 
itappears, that the additional Expence for this Year 
comes exafily to: theSum of 35,106/, 5s..and3d. The 
Sum voted in the preceding Seffion for thefe two Servi-. 
ces being, for Guards, Garrifons, &c. 651,484/. 175. 
ud. Halfpenny, and for Forces in the Plantations, Gi- 
braltar, Gc. 164,8351. 8s. 14. Halfpenny. 


On Wednefday the.13th of Fedruary, the Mutiny Billi 
having been read a fecond Time, and committed to a 
Gommittee of the whole Houfe, the Lord. Vifc. M —— th 
ftood up and moved for. Leave to bring in a Bill for the 
better: fecuring the Conftitution, by preventing Officers 
not above the Rank of Colonels of Regiments of fuch 
Land@ Rorces ag thall sat ‘any Time be allow’d by Autho- 
rity of ‘Parliament, from being. depriv’d: of their Com- 
3392 ud miflions, 
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miffions, otherwife than by Judgment of a Court Mar- 
tial held for that Purpofe, or by Addrefé of cither Houle 
of Parliament... His Lordthip obferv’d, that a Standing 
Army was no Part of the Conftitution : That fince it 
was thought neceflary, and might continue fo for Years 
to come,. the fame ought to be regulated for the better 
Security of our Gonftitution : That the beft Way was te 
make it lefs. dependent on the Crown 5 for fince many 
prime Officers had.Seats in Parliament, nothing could be 
of more dangerous Confequence than the Arbitrary Power 
Jodg’d in the King, or rather in his favourite Minifier, 
to remove whom. he pleafed, without afligning the leat 
Canfe for it. 
_. That in Holland and Sweden, Provifions were made of 
that Nature, fince "tis well known, that a nunierous 
Standing Army, under the Influence of one Perfon, hse 
been what has overturn’d the Liberties of moft Coun. 
tries, j 
His Lordfhip was feconded by Sir }—2 R——t, who 
took Notice, that there were above 40 Members of the 
Houfe, Officers of the Army. Not that he call’d in 
Queftion the Honour of any of them worthy Gentlemen ¢ 
but that while their Pofts were at the Difpofal of e 
Prime Minifter, he could not butthink them more lia- 
ble to a Minifterial Dependance than other Members 
were, and therefore hoped for the Alfiflance of thofe 
Gentlemen, if the Bill met with any Oppofition. The 
principal Speakers were, 
































For the Bill. Againft the Bill. 
S——i S——s, Efqs. T——s C——k, Efq; Mem- 
Sir f—n B—ce, ber for L-——d in Cornwall, 
W—m P ey, Efq; | Col. B-—~n, 

Sir W——am W. m, Sir T- R Ny 
Sir T- 5 Se T s Wm——n, Efq; 
Sir F—1 Bammme if, Hugh W-——ms, Member for 
A———— fea, 
G—1 W=-de, 
. G—es E—ie, Efq; 
M. P. m, 
4Sitr V——m Ymmmze, 
Lord Gomnmmechy, 
Col. M nt, 
D——n T——=5, 
M. Cheseet of the Exwnr. 
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The Obje&tions againft this Bill were made with great 
Warmth. *f'was urged, that fuch an Innovation, inftead 


of mending our Conftitutiog, would in Effeét fap and 


undermine it: That by this Means, the Army would, 
in fome Meafure, be independent both of King and Par- 
Jiament, and in a fair Way to make themfelves Mafters 
of both: That we had no Occafion to fly to other Coun- 
tries for Examples, ’till we difcover’d the People hap- 
pier under their Conftitution, than we were under our 
own: That there were fome Crimes an Officer might be 
guilty of, of fuch a Nature, as could not properly be 
try’d by a Court Martial; and yet of fo dangerous a 
Tendency, that the Prefervation and the very Being of 
our Government, might depend upon the fudden Re- 
mmoval of the faid Officer, as in the Cafe of Difaffection, 
which could never be effeSted by a Court Martial. In 
fhort, that fuch a Bill would be a very dangerous Inno- 
vation upon our Conftitution, and go near to work an 
entire Change thercin. | . 

Amongft the reft of the Speeches deliver’d on this 
Occafion, we have fele&ted only the few following, under 
which appears to be couch’d the whole Strength of the 


Queftion. 


SIR, 
{ Can by no Means give my Affent to the Propofition 

now. before us, as it tends to the taking from the 
Crown a Prerogative which, not only by our Conflitu- 
tion, belongs to the Crown, but has, by exprefs Ads of 
Parliament been declared to be folely in the Crown ; for 
a Proof of which, I fhall only defire the two Militia- 
AG&ts. paffed in the 13th and 14th Years of the Reign of 
King Charles II. to be read. [The Aéts being read, ‘he 
proceeded in Subftance as follows.] Whatever Gentle- 
men may fay, about oyr ancient Conflitution, it appears 
by thefe Aéts, that the Senfe of Parliament then was, 
that the fupreme Government of the Militia, and of all 
Forces by Sea ah@’ Land then was, ‘and ever was the 
King’s undoubted Right ; and that the King might, at 
Pleafure, commifionate or difplace the Officers of the 
Militia; and-‘therefore--I mmuft think, that if ever our 
Military Force was under any other Regulation, it was 
either a Regulation which was not atcording to our Con- 
ftitution, or it was a Regulation which was found to be 
fo. inconvenient, that it was very foon alter’d. Gentlemen 
may, indeed, fay that thefe Afts concern only the 4 
aay, { >. tia, 


Col. B——n. 
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tia, and have no Relation to our Standing-Army ; but as 
our Militia was found to be of little or no Ufe after our 
Neighbours began all to Keep up regular Standing-Ar- 
mies ; therefore we were obliged to fubftitute in the 
Place of our Militia, a ‘regular Standing-Army; and 
confequently, the fame Power over that Standing-Army, 
and the Officers of that Army, muft be fuppofed to be 
vefted, by thefe Aéts, in the King, as he is thereby de- 
clared to have had over the Militia, and the Officers of 
the Militia ; and now to attempt to take away that Pre» 
rogative, when I am fure it cannot be faid, that any 
wrong Ufe has lately been made of it, appears to me 
very extraordinary. vr 
I have heard, that fome Gentlemen are fo much out 
of Humour with our prefent Government, and fo tired 
of our prefent happy Eftablifhment, that they would do 
almoft any Thing to get rid of it; they would, for that 
End, even agree to the making a thorough Change in 
our Conftitution, by forming it into a Commonwealth ; 
I could never, ‘indeed, believe, that there was any 
Truth in thefe Reports, I could not believe, that there 
could be fuch a Madman in this Nation : But fhould this 
Motion take Place, if I could fo much as believe, that 
Gentlemen were really ferious in the Motion they have 
made, I would no longer Jook upon fuch Reports as 
chymerical ; for I never heard of any Motion made in 
Parliament which tended fo dire&tly towards eftablifhing 
a Common-wealth, as the prefent does, except fome of 
thofe famous Motions which were made in the Years 
Forty and Forty-one; and I am perfuaded, if this Mo- 
tion fhould take Place, it would produce the fame Con- 
fequences. 
hat ! to create an Army for Life, an Army indepen- 
dent of the King, fure Gentlemen are not in earneft, or 
they muft have forgot the Confufions, and the fatal Effetts 
which were formerly produced in this Nation by fuch an 
Army. I thank God, I am none of thofe who are tired 
of our prefent happy Eftablifhment: I think we enjoy 
gue Liberties in their full Extent, and I fhal! never 
give my Confent to a Propofition, which would put it 
out of the King’s Power to remove any, even of thofe 
Officers who are appointed to guard his Royal Perfon, 
without the Confent of the other Officers: It would be 
found to be a difficult Matter to prevail with a Court 
Martial -to punifh or break an Officer, perhaps, for a 
Crime which every one of that Court Martial was — 
e) 
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felf guilty of. If the Gentlemen of the Army fhould 
onte be thade to depend only upon one another, they 
would foon be made fenfible of their own Power, and we 
do not know what Ufe they might be tempted to make 
of it. In fhort, Sir, the Propofition, in my Opinion, 
tends to nothing but Confufion, and therefore I am hear- 
tily againil it. 





Sir T. sR Ny 





SIR 
Cannot help exprefling my Surprife at a Propofition 
of this Nature ; for though it has been talk’d of 
without-doors for fome Time paft, yet I never could ‘till 
Yefterday believe that it would a€tually have been in- 
troduced here ; becaufe it appears to me to be founded 
on a Suppofition, that the fame Number.of Forces we 
now maintain, is for ever to be entail’d on our Pofterity. . 

Had a Propofition of this Nature come hither from 
another Quarter, founded on the Perpetuity of the Ar- 
my, it would have been thought highly unreafonable 5 
and if a Regulation thus founded, fhould pafs this Houfe, 
it may be made Ufe of hereafter as an Argument to con- 
tinue the Army, when there is no longer-any. Reafon for 
it ; and may be employ’d as a Means to interweave the 
Civil with the Military Power, and-to make a military 
Eftablifhment a Part of our Conftitution. ’ 

As this Queftion has been fated, the Power of the 
King, and the Liberties of the People, feem to inter- 
fere, and therefore it will be very difficult to fpeak in 
Favour of the one, without being liable to be reprefented 
as having a Defign to deprefs the other ; but .as the. Ex-. 
céllency of our Conftitution confifts in preferving a juft 
Temperament between the King, Lords, and Commons, 
and the right ballancing the Power allotted to each, we 
ought not to attempt to diminifh the Power of either of 
thefe three in any Inftance, unlefs by the Exercife of 
Power in that particular Cafe it be found, that that 
Branch of our Legiflature is. arm’d with a Strength. dif-, 
proportionable to the. other two; and therefore, before 
we concur in taking away from the Crown the Preroga- 
tive of difplacing Officers, it ought firft to be very clear- 
ly demonftrated, that the Influence the King has at pre- 
fent over the Army, is greater than is neceffary for the 
Security of his Perfon and Government, or,greater than 
is confiftent with the Liberties of the People ; and this 
I take to be the very Point in Queftion. Rf 
he 
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The very: Point now in Debate feems to be, Whether 
the lopping off fo great a Branch of Prerogative from 
the Crown, and transferring it to the Army, will not 
difarm the Crown of a Power neceflary to keep the Ar- 
my firm and fteady to our prefent Eftablifhment ; and 
whether by trufting it in the Hands of the Soldiers, we 
may throw a greater Degree of independent Strength in- 
tothe Army itfelf, than it ought to have, a much great- 
er than has hithero been thought either fit or prudent to 
entruft it with. 

Upon this Occafion, I cannot help reminding Gentle- 
men, what fatal Confequences attended that Law made 
in the Year 1641, whereby it was put out of the Power 
of the King to diffolve or prorogue the Parliament with- 
out their own Confent ; if breaking the Ballance of any 
of the three Powers in the Legiflature, if the two Hou- 
fes of Parliament affuming to themfeves an Indepen- 
dency not lawfully vefted in them by our Conftitution, 
was attended with fo many Evils, what may we not 
dread, fhould we fee the Officers of an Army. not re> 
moveable, but by their own Confent? The Hittory of the 
laft Century fully thews us, what various Scenes of Con- 
fusion fucceeded the fatal Statute I. have juft mention’d, 
and every one’s Thoughts may fuggeft tou him, what 
muft be the natural Confequence of this, fhould it fuc- 
ceed. 

- If Gentlemen wil] only recolle&t a little the Roman 
Hiftory, they will find, that whenever military Govern- 
ments of Provinces were given for Life, or for a certain 
Term of Years:only, or even when the Army got the 
Privilege of choofing their own Officers, the Sovereign 
Power came foon after to be lodged in the Army itfelf, 
and proved fatal to thofe very Perfons who had acquief- 
ced under thefe ill-judged Conceffions; and I am afraid, 
if a Power fhould be given aur Army, that no Officer 
fhall be, put cut, but. by the Judgment and Confeat of 
the other Officers, the next natural Step for them to taka 
will be, that none fhall be pit in.or preferred, who have 
not their Recommendation ; for Armies are of fuch a Na+ 
ture, that they cither muft obey, or will foon conmmand, 
Numberlefs Examples might be produc’d in Support of 
what I have faid, both from ancient and Modern Hiftory ; 
but I fhall not now enumerate Particulars, with which 


many other Gentlemen may be better acquainted than L 
aun, 
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And that this has been the received Opinion of our An- 
ceftors, fince Monarchy was known in this Ifland, be. 
comes evident by refle&ting, that in all the Struggles they 
had with the Crown for Liberty ; nay, even at the Time 
of the late Revolution, when every Thing was thought 
of by the Patriots of thofe Days, for leffening the Royal 
Prerogative, fo far as was judged neceflary for, or con- 
fiftent with the Prefervation of our Conftitution, I do 
not remember to have read or heard, that there: was.ever 
a Mention made of any Projeé& of this Naturey and it is 
moft certain, that if fuch a Proje&t‘had been in Force 50 
Years ago, our Bufinefs in this Houfe. would now have 
been rather to have regiftered the Edééts prefcribed: to 
us by the’ Army, that to have debated any Thing that 
might affett a Body of Men made fo formidable by 
their Independency. 

I would: ask the Gentlemen, who are for this Propo- 
fition, one plain Queftion, Whether it be not abfolutely 
neceflary, that either the military Power muft be depen- 
dent on the civil Power, or the Civil upon the Milita- 
ry ? If from the Nature of Things one be neceffary,. 
the Option cannot be difficult. to make. Surely, Gentle- 
men upon this Occafion, do not recolle& the Fate of 
their Predeceffors in the Middle of the Jaft Century, 
when the Parliament, by granting fuch Conceffions to 
the Army, made the Army foon hold them in Con~ 
tempt, who had thus made the military Power :indepen- 
dent of the civil: Magiftrate; I fay, I mufttake it for 
granted, that this Part of our Hiftory is entirely forgot, 
when I fee a Queftion moved in this Houfe, tending te 
give the Army that Independency of. the State, which 
has formerly made, andin Procefs of Time, muft again 
make Parliaments ufelefs; for Iook wpon Mankind ‘in 
general as pretty near upon’a Level in alliiAges, very: 
firong Temptations will too often: get the better of the 
very beft Intentions, and like: Caufes will always produce’ 
like Effedts. wb 

In my Opinion, the great Danger to be guarded againft 
jn all Armies is, any Step that tends to raife them toa 
State.of Independency ; and therefore -by the Wifdom 
of the’ Legiflature, our Army is. fo wifely conftituted, 





as not only to be dependent on:the.anoual Votes of this 


Houfe for its Subfifience and Continuance, ‘but! alfo as to 
the Number it: fhall confift of ;. then_as to the Nomination 


“of the Officers, it has always been lodged in the Crown, 


as tis highly proper it fhould, they have always been 
i left 
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left dependent on the King, whofe Perfonthey are obli- 
- ged to defend, whofe Government they are intended to 
fupport. ; 

. Thus is our Army neceffarily dependent in a double 
Capacity, the Whole,is dependent on this Houle for its 
very Exifience, which may be put an End to whenever 
any Danger comes to’be apprehended from it; but the 
Officers, while the Army exiits, are to depend on the 

ing for their Commiflions, otherwife how could he de- 
pend on their Fidelity or Behaviour, fhould they be cal- 
led forth to Aétion 3 for an Officer may be guilty of feve- 
ral Crimes which cannot be properly laid before a Court- 
Martial, particularly DifaffeGtion, of which, tho’ there 
be Proof fufficient to make it indifputable, yet the Proof 
may be of fuch a: Nature, as not to be proper to be laid 
before a Court-Martial, or perhaps cannot be laid in 
fuch a Manner, as to make it have its juft Weight with 
Officers fitting in Judgment on one of their own Frater- 
nity. 

Tho’, therefore, in this Refpeét, our Army, as it re- 
ceives its annual Support and Exittence from the Parlia- 
ment, may be cail’d a State Army (a Denomination an 
honourable Gentleman has much infifled on) yet, f 
think, the Conclufions he has drawn from thence are 
very ill grounded ; for a State Army, as fuch, does not 
in. the: leaft imply a Neceflity of. the Officers holding 
their Imployments for Life ; on the contrary, it feems 
neceflary;in all Armies, they fhould be fubordinate to 
fome other Power, that they may not defeat the Purpofe 
for which they are maintained 5 for if they fhould be 
thus made dependent only on themfelves, and indepen- 
dent of the three other Powers of the Legiflature, it 
will, in my:Opinion, be laying the Foundation of a ath 
Power, a Military one, which may, in procefs of Time, 
render ufelefs.the other three, - 

: This leads me to confider, in whom the Advocates for 
this Queftion propofe to lodge this Power, this impor- 
tant Branch of the Prerogative,. which is to be lopp’d off 
from the Crown, if this Military Scheme fucceeds: As 
the Prerogative of the Crown is to be diminifhed, one 
would naturally imagine the Power of the People was 
intended to be increafed; but this, is not to be the Cafe, 
it is to be tranferred from the Crown, not to the People, 
but to the Army, and lodged folely with the Officers 
themfelves, who, from that Moment, will be indepen- 
dent of the Crown, and in Time perhaps of all other 

Hh Authority 5 
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Authority ; for one of the great Reftraints upon the Ar- 
-my is this very Prerogative which the King has of cif- 
placing Officers who may be fufpefted of bad inten- 
tions: Give this Privilege to the Officers themfelves on- 
ly, and what Security fhall we then have for their fu- 
ture Behaviour: In fhort, we fhall then have raifeda 
Power in fupport of the prefent Eftablifhment, without 
having provided a Security againft its attempting to over- 
turn that very Eftablifhment ; for thus, by removing 
this neceffary Check upon the Army, a diftant Time 
May come, when the Nation, with Reafon, may be jea- 
lous of an Army, in whofe Hands we fhall have puta 
Power fufficient to enable them to get the better both of 
King and Parliament, and to fet up a new Conftitution 
of their own; whereas, while the Army continues in 
the State it is at prefent, there is little Danger to be ap- 
prehended from it, even fhould it have the Rathnefs to 
attempt any Thing againft either. 

It has been urged by an honourable Gentleman under 
the Gallery, that, as the Judges hold their Imployments 
for Life, we ought to.convey the fume Privileges to the 
Officers of the Army: In my Opinion, this is reafoning 
upon a very wrong Foundation, for, I think, no juft Pa- 
ralle] can be drawn betwixt Civil and Military Officers 
in gencraj, but certainly there is the wideft Difference 
between thofe who a& in a Judicial, and thofe who aé ir 
a Military Capacity; for the fame State of Independence 
neceffary to leave the Judge unbiaffed in‘pronouncing 
Judgment, would tend to difengage the Soldier from that 
Intereft, to which he ought folely, and in Contradiflinc- 
tion to all others, to be thoroughly attached : A Judge 
fhould be left free and unbiaffed, that he may fpeak what 
the Law fpeaks, and diftribute Juftice impartially to all 
Parties; but the very Nature of the Army requires the 
ftri@teft Subordination in the Officers, without which, 
there can be no Difcipline ; the Soldier muft be depen- 
dent, and muft a& in Subjeétion to the lawful Commands 
of thofe, by whom he is maintained; nor can any Qua- 
lification make amends for his Failure in this Parti- 
cular. 

There is befides a particular Circumflance, which 
makes itimpoffible to draw any juft Parallel between the 
Judges and the Officers of the Army; the Judges not on- 
ly determine between Subjeét and Subjeét, but they are 
likewifs to determine between the Crown and the Peo- 
ple 5 if any Queftion arifes between the King and a — 
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je&, they are to determine the Point in Difpute, and 
therefore it is neceflary that they fhould be made as in- 
dependent as poffible upon either of the Partics ; but no 
fuch Power was ever yet lodged in the Officers of the 
Army, and it. is to be hoped never will ; for tho’ I have 
fo great an Opinion of the Gentlemen who are at prefent 
in the Service, that I think any Power may be fafely 
Jodged in their Hunds, yet, I believe, they neither de- 
fire fuch a Power, nor would they confent to the giving 
of any fuch to their Succeffors, 

But the Propofition now made to us would render the 
Officers of the Army flill more independent, both upon 
our King and Government, than the Judges are at pre- 
fent: If a Judge be guilty of any Crime, or of any Neg- 
Je&t of Duty in the Execution of his Office, he is not to 
be try’d by the other Judges only, he is to betry"dbya 
Jury, he is to have an open and a fair Tryal in We/?min- 
Jter-Hall, as the reft of his fellow Subje&ts have; and 
if it were otherwife, if a Judge for any Misbehaviour, 
were to be try’d in a private Way by his Brother Judges 
only, I fhould think both our Lives, Liberties and Pro- 
pertiesin greater Danger from them under fuch a Regu- 
Jation, than if they were fill dependent on the Crown for 
the Continuance of their Commiffions; and it muft be 
granted, that this laff would be the Cafe of the Officers of 
the Army, if this Propofition fhould take place; for 
they could be try’d by none, they could be punifh’d by 
none but themfelves, and confequently they would have 
no Dependence but upon one another; and without any 
Derogation to the Charaéters of thofe who are now fo 
worthily at the Head of the Law, or to thofe who com- 
mand in the Army, I believe every Perfon will allow, 
that the Fear of Punifhment, and the Hopes of Reward, 
are equally neceffary to keep moft Men to their Duty, 
and of Courfe to make them ufeful te Society. 

As another Reafon in Support of this Propofition, an 
honourable Gentleman has recommended the Wifdom of 
the Swedes to our Imitation, who, he fays, have intro- 
suced this very Regulation in their Army; but give me 
leave to obferve, in anfwer to this, it is fo very latea 
Praétice among them, that they cannot yet be proper 
Judges, how far “twill anfwer the Purpofe for which 
"twas introduced. 

To be fure it is very commendable in thofe who have 
{poke for this Queftion; nay, it is the Duty every 
Man’ owes his Country, to obferve the Methods of Go- 
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vernment ufed in other States, and adopt that which is 
founded on Wifdom and true Policy into our own ; but 
‘in ail Attempts of this Kind, a ftriét Regard is to be 
had to the particular Turn of our own Conftitution ; 
for what may be a neceffary Step in one State, may prove 
to be the Deftruétion of another ; and therefore, moft 
certainly, the bare -Example of the Swedes ought not to 
influence us'to take fo extraordinary a Refolution, un- 
Jefs the Nature of our own Conftitution would juftify it : 
If Gentlemen reafon only from the Example of the 
Swedes, they may with the fame Juftice plead for a far- 
ther Introdution of their Laws; and as-all foreign Af- 
fairs are tranfaéted by their Senate, they may on the 
fame Account expe, that the Management of all our 
foreign Negotiations! ought to be fubmitted folely to the 
DireGion of this Houfe ; they may likewife pretend to 
tranfplant other Cuftoms, prevalent in the Senate of 
Sweden, into’ our Parliament,-which would quite alter 
the prefent Form of our Conflitution, and introduce a 
new Species of Government into this Kingdom ; for it is 
Certain, ‘that a King of Sweden has now hardly the 
Power of a’Stadtholder of Holland, efpecially with Re- 
fpeét to the Officers of the Army; none of whom he 
¢an even create or promote, without the Confent of the 
Senate ; their Government at prefent is, indeed, little 
more than 2 Commonwealth, fo that few Things can 
be drawn from their Praftice, as an Example fit for us 





to follow. | >“ 

Before I conclude, Sir, give me Leave to remind Gen- 
them, that our Hiftories fufficiently teach us this Truth, 
that our Liberties and ‘Conftitution are never in greater 
Danger, than when any one of the Branches of our Le- 
gillature grafps at any Power or Authority, which hath, 
by the Wifdom of our Anceftors, been appropriated to 
another ; and therefore, moft certainly, an unwarrant- 
able Attack ‘upon the Prerogative of the Crown, which 
way, indeed, be intended to extend the Liberties of the 
People, is in ‘Reality the readieft Way to bring them 
into Danger. -I believe every impartial Perfon will _ac- 
knowledge, that im ‘our prefent happy Situation, we of 
this Nation enjoy as much Liberty as is confiftent with 
that Subje€tion which is neceffary for. the Support of all 
Governments ; and the fureft Way to continue this par- 
ticular Blefling to ourfelves, and to, perpetuate it to,our 
Pofferity, is to ‘reit fatisfy’d with what we enjoy, and 
not’to hazard what we already have, by aiming to.ex- 
=’ + » om de Siror boat & >”. “bec 
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tend the Liberties of the People to a Degree perhaps we 

‘ourfelves may be tKe firft Perfons fhall be fenfible of the 
Inconvenience of: All Experiments, therefore, of re- 
forming the Conflitution, muft be hazardous, unlefs 
where the Event is clear and indifputed: Tampering 
with the Laws, where our Liberties are concern’d, hath 
often proved.of dangerous Confequence ; and whenever 
we come to new modelling the Conflitution in any ef- 
fential Point, unlefs where an apparent Necellity re- 
quires it, *tis impoflible to tell how far the Spirit of 
Reformation will proceed. 

I beg Pardon for taking up fo much of your Time: 
As TI once had the Honour to be in the Service, and un- 
der a Gentleman whofe good Nature and Affability mut 
ever demand the Regard and Effeem of al! that know 
him, and who is as little defirous of grafping at an un- 
reafonable Power, as he is capable of mifapplying that 
he is already trufted with, I flatter myfelf, that during 
the Time I was under his Command, I learnt a little 
what the Nature of an Army is, and had I ftill been in 
the Service, fo far from retiring upon this Queflion, as 
has been recommended to thofe in the Service, if Gen- 
tlemen fhould divide upon it, which I fhall not believe 
they intend doing, till I fee it done ; I fay, had I fill 
been in the Service, I fhould have been equally frenu- 
ous againft the Queftion ; as it has always been my Opi- 
nion, that the fureft Way to depend on any Set of Men 
for their ating right, is not to give them an unneceflary 
Power or Temptation of doing wrong. 

For thefe Reafons I think myfelf obliged to ufe my 
Endeavours, that neither this, nor any other Propofition 
of the like Nature, however pepular they may at this or 
any other Time appear, fhall ever meet with Encourage- 
ment from this Houfe. 





; T- s W. nm, Efg; 

SIR, 
Cannot let this Queflion go without declaring my 
Abhorrence to the Motion that has been made to us: 
I really think it is the moft monftrous Motion I ever 
heard made, fince I had the Honour to fit in Parliament. 
ntlemen fay, an Army is no Part of our Conflitution ; 
but if the Propofition they have made fhould take Place, 
the whole of: our Conftitution would foon be at the 
Mercy of our Army. At prefent, the Officers of the 
Army depend upon the King for their Commiffions, and 
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the Army itfelf depends upon Parliament for its Conti- 
nuance, and for its Pay 3 but if you fhould once make 
the Officers of the Army independent of the Crown, if 
you fhould once give them a Sort of Freehold in their 
Commiffions, they would foon make both King and Par- 
Jiament depend upon them. If both King and Parlia- 
ment fhould join in Opinion, and think it proper to 
make a Reduftion of any Part of your Army, do you 
imagine that thofe Gentlemen with their Swords in their: 
Hands, would quietly lay them down, and retire to 
their refpeftive Homes at our Defire ? No, they would 
then tell you, our Commiffions are for Life, they are 
our Freehold, a Law of your own making has made 
them fo, and you fhall not take them from us, unlefs 
we have been guilty of a Crime ; if we have done any 
Wrong, let a Court-Martial be called, let us be try’d in 
that Way which is by Law prefcribed, and if we be 
found guilty, we'll fubmit. This we may reafonably 
fuppofe, would be the Language of thofe you had a 
Mind to reduce, and in fuch a Cafe Gentlemen may 
eafily guefs what Redrefs the Nation could expeét from 
a Court Martial. 

The Liberties of Rome were never deftroy’d, "till their 
Army was. made an Army for Life; and even this 
Country lofi its Liberty by an Army: As foon as an 





“Army was raifed, and made independent of the Sovereign 


Power, they overturn’d the whole of our Conftitution, 
they pull’d a Predeceffer of yours out of the Chair, and 
kick’d the Members out of Doors ; and fhall we eftablith 
fuch another Army ? The Propofition is furprifing. I 
would rather lie under any Imputation, than that of 
having made fuch an one to this Houfe: Iam fure it is 
very far from appearing to the noble Lord who made it, 
in the fame Light it does to me: I have, I think, a 
juit Opinion of it ; but if he had judged fo, 1 am very 
well convinc’d he would never have offer’d it to this 
Houfe. However, fince the Propofition has been made, 
and as every Gentleman is at Liberty to treat any Pro- 
pofition according to that Light in which it appears to 
him, I muft fay, that I look upon the Motion as mon- 
ftrous, abfurd, and ilavifh, and therefore I am heartily 
againft it. If I have fpoke with too much Warmth, E 
beg Pardon: I hope it will be aferibed to my Zeal for 
our Conftitution, and the prefent happy Eftablifhment ; 
and not to any Want of Refpeét for the Gentlemen who 
feem to favour a Propofition, which appears to me in a 

Light 
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Light fo very different from that in which, I believe, it 
appears to them. 





Sir f—n H—pe Bee, 
SIR, 
FE honourable Gentleman over the Way, I mutt 
fay; has {poke with a great deal more Warmth than 
ency; and has treated the Soldiery, both ancient 
and modern, in a Manner which I think both {candalous 
and unjuft. The Gentleman fpoke of the Roman Liber- 
ty, and pretended :that the Lofs of it was owing to their 
Army’s being made'an Army for Life: I can remember 
nothing of an Army for Life at Rome : I do not remem- 
ber that they ever had: any fuch Regulation in their Ar- 
mies, even as this now propoféd, which is very far from 
eftablifhing an'Army for Life: On the contrary, if they 
had had any fuch Regulation, I believe it would not 
have been in the Power of their Generals, or Emperors, 
to have modell’d and garbled their Armies, fo as to mike 
them ferve thofe vile Purpofes which they were made 
to ferve ; and if the Gentleman will pleafe to read over 
the Roman Hiftory.with Attention, he will find, that 
the Lofs of the Roman Liberty was, at firft, more owing 
to Bribery and Corruption in their Eleftions, and in their 
Senate, than to their Army: It was by this Bribery and 
Corruption, that all publick Virtue was deflroy’d in 
that Country 3; and when the Virtue of the Army, as 
well as the People, was deflroy’d, it became an eafy 
Matter to make Tools of both, for the Support of Arbi- 
trary Power. 

I have had the Honour to ferve in our own Army, I 
have, likewife, ferved in foreign Armies, and know a 
little of the Nature of both: From thence it is that E 
judge, that no Army will allow themfelves to be turned 
againft the Liberties of their Country, unlefs ir be left 
in the Power of fome ambitious Man to model them, fo 
as to make them fit for his own wicked Purpofes: It was 
this that made our Army in the laft Century turn againtt 
the Parliament, which had raifed thems and the Army 
will always be’ dangerous, as long as any fuch Power is 
lodged in any one Man. I have the Honour, to be ac- 
quainted with many of the General Officers, as well as 
other Officers, in our own Army at prefent, I know 
their Worth and their Merit, and I fhall never fear any 
thing from an Army under their Command and Direc- 
tion; but if what has been once attempted fhould “ 
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be attempted again, if our fhould be garbled, the Gentle- 

men who are now in Command turned out, and Fellows 

of mean Birth, or perhaps. foreign Officers, put into 

their Places, we fhould have every Thing to fear from 

fuch an Army, even though the Generality.of. the com- 

mon Soldiers fhould continue to be made up of our. own 

Countrymen : And upon this Ocgafion I cannot but take 

Notice, of what I read other Day ina very jucicious 
Author, who upon this very Subjeé&t fays, that any Mi- 
nifter who advifes the King to difmifs a good Officer, who 
has long and, faithfully feryed his King and Country, ‘is. 
guilty of the greateft and blackeft- A@ of Treafon againtt 
his Prince; therefore, to. prevent as much as poflible the 
Committing of any fuch Treafon in Time to, come, I 
thall be for agreeing to the Propofition now before us. 





Sir W. mW ™. 





STR, 

HE Gentlemen, who have been pleafed to fpeak 

againft this Propofition, have all of them afferted, 
I find, that, fhould it take Place, it would alter the 
very Being of our Conftitution ; from whence we muft 
conclude, that thefe Gentlemen think, that the very 
Being of our Conflitution confifts, not only in having 
a flanding Army, but in having that Army abfolute- 
ly and entirely dependent on the Crown ; which is 
an Opinion fo dire@tly contrary to that which every Man 
ought to have about our Conftitution, that Iam forry to 
hear of its being entertained by any Gentleman, who 
has the Honour of being a Member of this Houfe. I with 
thofe Gentlemen would confider a little better the Na- 
ture, or the Being of our Conflitution, and the many Al- 
terations that have, from Time to Time, crept into it 5 
if they do, they will find no greater Novelty, nor can 
they find one more dangerous, than that of ftanding-Ar- 
my. Itis not as yet, I hope, a Part of our Conftitu- 
tion, and therefore, what is how propofed cannot beaa 
Alteration of our Conflitution ; it is indeed fo far other- 
wife, that the very Defigt of it is, to prevent our Con- 
ftitution’s being altered, by a flanding Army’s being here- 
after made a Part of its or at leaft to make that Army 
Jefs dangerous, in Cafe it fhould become abfolutely ne- 
ceffary fur us always to keep up a ftanding Army. 

We have likewife been told, that the Prerogative of 
the Crown is a Part of our Conftitution, and the, leffen- 
ing the Power of the Crown, or robbing the Crown of 
2 its 
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fits Prerogative (as Gentlemen’ have been pleafed to cal! it) 
fs an Alteration of our Conftitution, For my own Part, 
I have no Notion of any legal Power or Prerogative, but 
what is for the Benefit of the Community; nor do L 
think, that any Powercan be Segal, but what is original- 
ly derived fromthe Community ; and it is certain, that 
-all the Power that is, or can be given by the People, 
muft be given for‘their own Proteftion and Defence : 
Theréfore, if the People thould afterwards find, thgt 
they have given too much , if they fhould begin to fort- 
fee, that the Power they have given may Come to be of 
dangerous Confequence to themfelves; have not they 
Reafon, have not they a Right, to take back what Part 
of it they think’ neceflary for their own Safety? This 
is the proper Footing, upon which the prefent Debate 
. ought to be put ; and taking it upon this Footing, fup- 
pofe, that this Power of removing the Officers of the Ar- 
my were a Part of the ancient Prerogative of the Crown$ 
if the Parliament fhould forefce, thut this Power might 
be madea bad Ufe of; that it might eafily be turned to- 
wards enflaving the People, would not the People have 
a Right to take it frm the Crown; would it not be theit 
Duty to do fo; nay, ought not the Crown willingly and 
freely to give it up? 

_ Gentlemen have next endeavoured to frighten us with 
the Effeéts of this Propofition, fhould it be paffed into a 
Law; they fay we would foon fee what fuch an Inde» 
pendence in the Army would turn to; but, for God’s 
Sake, is not the Army to be flill as much dependent up- 
on King and Parliament, as ever they were before? If it 
fhould be but fufpefted, that any Officer, or any Number 
of Officers, were going to attempt any Thing againft 
King and Parliament, could not the King immediately 
fufpend them, or even put rhem under Arreft; and 
could not the Parliament, as foon as they met, addrefs 
his Majefty to remove them? Upon this Occafion, E 
fhall beg Leave, to ftate the Difference of the two Cafes: 
In the one Cafe, an Army entirely dependent on the 
Crown, ‘fo ‘much at the Mercy of the Crown, that, let 
the Merit of thofe Gentlemen in their military Capaci- 
ty be never fo great; let their Fidelity to their King 
and Country be never fo confpicuous ; Ict their paft Ser- 
vices be never fo meritorious 5 yet; if they do not im- 
plicitly obey all the Orders they fhall reccive from the 
Ctown, or rather’ from the favourite Minifler of the 
Ctown ¢ if they donot fabmit to propigate the mott 
cg Ti flavilh 
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flavith Schemes of a proje&ting Minitter, they may pro- 
bably be turned out of their Employments in the Army § 
ani thus, after having wore out their Youth and Vigour 
in the Service of their Country, they may at laft, and in 
their Old-Age, be turned adrift, and reduced to a ftar- 
ving Condition. In the other Cafe, an Army under 
no fuch fervile Dependence, having no.Reafon to doubt 
of Preferment according to their Merit, and certain they 
could not be turned out of the Places they have purcha- 
fed by their long Services, without being guilty of fome 
Crime, or of difhonourable Behaviour; and having the 
Conflitution, and the Laws of their Country, as a Secu- 
rity for their enjoying all thofe Advantages as long as 
thev lives is it not, an eafy Matter to determine, in 
which of thefe Cafes an Army may be of moft Danger, or 
of moft Service, to the Conftitution of this Country ? 

I will allow all that has been faid about the Virtue of 
thofe, who are at prefent the Officers of our Army ; 
about their being Engli/imen, and every Thing elfe, that 
has been faid, or can be faid, in Favour of the Cha- 
ra€ters of thofe Gentlemen ; but flill they are Men, and 
every Body knows, that thofe who have a Dependence, 
perhaps for the whole they have in the World, muft be 
fomething more than Men, if they a&t with the fame 
Freedom, that they would do if they were under no 
fuch Influence or Dependence: Jt is certain; I hope the 
Gentlemen of the other Side of the Queftion, even thofe 
Gentlemen who.now fland up fo zealoufly for the Pre- 
rogative, will grant, that ours isa limited Monarchy : 
Our Conftitution depends upon its not being in the 
Power of the Crown to break thro’ thofe Limits which 
are’ prefcrived by Law, or to manage fo, as to render 
them quite ineffef&tual ; for when either of thefe comes 
to be the Cafe, our Conftitution will be at an End; the 
Monarchy can no longer be faid to be limited, any more 
than a Man can be faid to be under any Reftraint, who, 
tho’ locked up ina Room, has the Keys in his Pocket, 
and may open the Doors when he pleafes, or has proper 
Materials at hand, and may break the Doors open, and 
walk out whenever he his a Mind. We are therefore 
never to give a Power to the Crown; we ought not 
to leave the Crown in the Poffeffion of a Power, which 
may enable any future King to fhake off all thofe Limi- 
tations, which the Royal Power ought by our Conftitu- 
tion to be fabje& to: And in this View I leave it te 
every Gentimin to confider, whether a ftanding Areas, 
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‘under the prefent Circumflances, or under the Regula- 
tions now. propofed, does portend moft Danger to our 
Conftitution’? For my own Part, I think the Cafe f& 
plain, I think the Dangers pretended, from what is now 
propofed, fo chimerical, that I am furprized to hear the 
Motion oppofed by any Gentleman, who pretends to 
have the Liberties, or the Happinefs of his Country 
truly at Heart. - 

But in particular, I muft at prefent obferve, that if 
no Notice fhould be taken of what has lately happened ; 
if no fuch Provifion, as is intended by the Bill now 
‘mhoved for, fhould-be made, and we fhould enter into a 

_ War, as is now likely we may be obliged to do, what 
Encouragement can young Gentlemen of noble and an- 
cient Families have to go into the Army; when they 
confider, that afrer having often ventured their Lives 
in the Service of their Country, after having honourably 
acquired fome Preferment in the Army, and afterwards, 
by a natural and Family-Intereft, are come to have Seats 
in Parliament, they muft then be obliged to forfeit alt 
thofe Preferments, they have fo honcurable acquired, 
or otherwife to make themfelves Proftitutes to an infa- 
mous and wicked Adminiftration ? After this melancho- 
Jy Confideration, can it be prefumed, that any Gentle- 
man of Honour will engage with that Alacrity in the 
Army, as he would do, if he were affured of preferving 
and enjoying whatever Pofts he may have in the Army, 
with the fame Honour and Integrity, with which he ac- 
quired them ? This makes it more particularly neceffary 
at prefent to agree to the Propofition now made to uss 
and as I think it makes no Encroachment upon our Con- 
ftitution, but is, upon the contrary, a very neceffary 
Amendment ; as I think it for the Honour of Parlia- 
ment, and no way inconfiftent with the Honour or Safety 
ty of the Crown, I fhall therefore moft heartily agree to 


it. 
: . - Mr, Commer of the Ex———r. 
s 3 ‘ 
HEN IH firft heard that fuch a Motion as what 
VY is now before us, was to be made to this Houle, 
I confider’d with myfelf, what it was that had given 
Occafion for Gentlemen’s thinking of making fuch an 
Innovation in our Conftitution, what View or Defign 
they had, and what Form of Government they aim’d at : 
As toall which Particulars I found myfelf entirely at a 
Lofs. We have heard of Monarchies, Ariftocracies, De- 
ite Liz mocracics,, 
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mocracies, of Oligarchies and Anarchies; but thowld 
this Propofition take Place, I am perfuaded, the Governe 
ment of this Country would fuon become what may be 
call’d a Stratocracy, an Army-Government, which is 
a Sort of Government was never yet eftablifh’d in any 
Country, and fuch a Government as, I believe, no Maa 
in this Nation would be fond of: I thall not run out ia 
Compliments to the Gentlemen of the Army, but.I 
hope thofe Gentlemen. will not take it amifs, if I fay, 
that I do not defire to give up our: prefent Form of Go- 
yernment, in order to come under their Government. . 
As for Trials by Martial Law, I believe no Gentle- 
man will difpute, but-that they have hitherto been very 
jut and impartial ; but if the Officers fhould be once” 
amade independent of all other Power, we do not. know 
what thofe Trials might turn to: I neither can, nor 
thal] fay any Thing to refle& upon the Gentlemen wha 
are Judges in fuch Trials, but we muft all allow, that 
the, Nature of Mankind ‘is. fuch, that every one has an 
Attachment to, and a Byafs in Favour of thofe he looks 
on tobe of the fame Body with »himfelf, Merchants, 
Lawyers, even the meaneft Sort of Tradefmen fhew .a 
Partiality in Favour of one anothir 3 and why we fhould 
Jaok upon the. Officers of the Army to be lefs liable to 
thofe natural Partialities, than any other Set of Men, 
cannot really fee any. Reafon for ; therefore I am apt :te 
believe, that if this. Propofiion. fhould » be:.once. pafs’d 
into a Law, it would.-net .be: pofible to remove any Ofh- 
cer from his Commifhen,by the Sentence of a Court, 
Martial, as long ashe preferved a Charaéter and an Iate- 
reft in the Army, which of Courfe;,would encourage 
them in the boldeft. Attempts againft ¢he Conflitution 
and the Government of: their Country. | . ; 
Gentlemen have told us, that Generals are fill to be 
removeable by the King at Pleafure, and that all: other 
Officers are ftill to be removeable by his Majefty and 
the Parliament; byt;I-believe it—will be granted, that 
though the King fhould moft evidently fee a very juft 
Caufe for removing a General Officer, he might not fina 
it fafe to do fo, without removing at the fame Time a- 
great Number of inferior Officers,:whom he knew to bé 
Dependers upon that General, and perhaps affociated 
with him in the fame wicked Defigns:: And if Oficers 
were made fecure of their Com miffions for Life, i¢ would 
add formuch Weight to their Intereft through the whole 
Kingdom, that they might {oon get fuch an es > 
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both Houfes of Parliament, as would make-it impofible 
.to procure an Addrefs from either Houfe, for the Remo- 
val_of any of them ; befides, the very calling of the 
Parliament together, which cannot be done fuddenly, 
woulg give the Alarm to thofe Officers who might be 
engaged in a Confpiracy for feizing the Gavernment into 
their own Hands, whereby they would have an Oppor- 
tunity of carrying their Defigns into Execution, before 
the Government could by any Means prevent them. 
Thus. we-fhould be in continual Danger of falling en- 
tirely under. the Government of: our Army, and I am 
fure there is nothing has of late happen’d, thar can give 





Occafion for our running ourfelves inte any.fuch Dan- 


ger, What tho’ his Majefty has lately thought, ft to 
¥Yemove two Gentlemen from their Commands in the 
Army : Can the remoting of two Gentlemen only, in 
a Courfe of foimany Years, be call’d modejling or gar- 
bling the Army? Can it: be faid, that the Gentlemen 
who have fucgeeded them, are’ not Men of as good Fa- 
mnilics, of as great Eftates, and of as untainted Charac- 
ters, as any Gentlemen in the Kingdom ? Surely, this 
cannot ‘be call’d garbling,, which, as has been already 
faid, muft imply the Removal of the mot Worthy, and 
putting the moft Unworthy. into their Places ; and this, 
I am convinced, the angrieft Man in this Houfe will 

not pretend 'to be the Cafe at prefent. 
It is certain; there never were any Removals made, 
but what occafioned various Speculations, when the Rea- 
fons why they were made were’ not publickly known : 
In fuch Cafes, every Man who is ignorant of the true 
Reafon, is:apt to aifign fome Reafon of his own Inven- 
tion ; but:of all the Removals that I have ever heard of, 
whatever Falk they might octafion without Doors, there 
never was any of them that occafion’d any Propofition 
or Motiom inthis Houfe ; no Pretence was ever taken 
from any fuch, to rob the Crown of its Prerogative, or 
to alter our Conflitution in any Part. Even when the 
t: Duke of Marlborough was removed, there was no 
fich Propofition as this ever thought on : The Removal 
of..that ~great; Man I remember well ; and I remember 
too, the Arts that were ufed by his Enemies, firft to 
procure, and then to juftify his Removal. What Gen- 
tlemen would do bythe Bill now propofed, was the 
very Crime preténded te ‘be laid to his Charge: It was 
pretended, that he was contriving how to get himfelf 
made General for Life; That he was became too great 
Og 
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for his Miftrefs; and had thrown of all Dependance 
on the Crown: Fhat he aim’d at being made perpetuak 
Di&ator 5 and to give fome Sort of Colour for the fpread- 
ing of this Calumny, I remember, that a certain zea- 
fous Gentleman of thofe Days, fent a large Prefént to 
Mr. Booth, and told him, it was for the Part he aéted 
in the Tragedy of Cato, again{t the perpetual Di€tator. 
This fhews, that it was then look’d on as a great Crime 
for an Officer to endeavour to be independent of the . 
Crown 3; and why it fhould now appear in a Light fo 
different, as to make’ the People think it neceflary to 
make a Law for that very Purpofe, I cannot imagine. 

‘We know that great Endeavours have been of late 
wfed;: to make it be believed abroad, that this it a divi- 
ded Nation, that the People are difaffe&ted : Hitherto 
all fuch Endeavours have had but very little Effeét 5 
but if-this Propofition fhould pafs into a‘Law, will not 
Foreigners have Reafon to believe what they have heard ? 
They cannot imagine, that the removing two Colonels 
of Regiments, could have produced fucha Law, but 
will maturally fay, what we Wave heard we fee now to 
be trae, the Parliament has no Confidence in the King, 
and therefore they have taken from him that Power 
which al} his Predeceffors enjoy’d. _ Is this, Sir, an 
Opinion which we ought at any Time to encourage or 
promote among our Neighbours abroad, but efpecially 
at prefent, when a juft Opinion of the Unanimity and 
Strength of this Nation mtay be fo neceffary for prefer- 
ving a juft Ballance of Power in Europe, and confequent- 
ly, the very Being of this Nation. 

In fhort, the Regulation now propofed can produce no 
Good, it may produce a’ Multitude of ‘Mifchiefs, and 
therefore I think we fhouldall fay; upon this Occafion, 
Nolumus Leges Anglia mutaré' ° 

After which, the Queftion: was put, and. carry’d in 
the Negative, without a Divifion. 





After this’ Affair was over, S———! S———s, Efq; got 
yp and mov’d as follows, in Relation to the Duke of 
Bolton and Lord Vifcount Cobham, late difplaced by his 
Majelty. ' 


STR, 
W# AT gave Rife to the Propofition Jaft before 
you, I believe moft Gentlemen in this Houfe 
may eafily guefs : It was often mention’d in the laf 
é Debate, 
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Debate, and as in the Courfe of that Debate, no Gentie- 
man pretended to juftify what has lately happened, I 
have a Queftion’ in my Hand which I hope wil! meet 
with no Oppofition, and therefore; I fhall take the Li- 
berty to move, That an humble Addrefs be prefented to 
his Majeity, humbly to defire his Majeftly, that he will 
be gracioufly pleafed to inform this Houfe, by whofe 
Advice it was that his Majefty was pleafed to difcharge 
his Grace Charles Duke of Bolton, and the Right honour- 
able Richard, Lord Vifcount Cobham, from the Regi- 
ments lately under their feveral Commands, and what 
Crimes were alledged againft them, which were the Oc- 
cafion thereof, 





W m P y, Efqs 





SIR, 

Stand up, tofecond the Motion made by my worthy 

Friend, which, I hope, will meet with much better 
Succefs than the iaft Motion we had before us: The latt, 
indeed, was called, by fome Gentlemen, an Attack upon 
the Prerogative, an Affront to the Crown, and a great 
many other hard Natnes, which I thought it very little 
deferved, but Iam fure there cannot be the Jeaft Colour 
of Reafon for making fuch Objeétions, or for giving fuch 
Names to the Motion now made to you: On the contra- 
ry, itis fhewing a great Tendernefs and a moft dutiful 
Refpe& to his Majeity : The Removal of thofe two 
noble Lords from their Commandsin the Army, was 
what no Gentleman in the late Debate fo much as en- 
deavoured to excufe, moft feemed rather to condemn, and 
all the World without-doors had, we know, before con- 
demned it. Since then the Removal of thofe two noble 
Lords is look’d on to be a wrong Step, and fince his Ma- 
jetty cannot by Law be fuppofed to doany Wrong, we 
ought therefore, in Duty tothe Crown, to prefent fuch 
an Addrefs as is now propofed to us, that his Majetty 
may be freed from the Sufpicion of doing any Thing 
that is wrong, that the wicked Perfon who advifed it may 
be pointed out to the World, and that the Reproach 
of fuch a Meafure may fall where it ought. 

If ever it fhould happen to be the Cafe of this Na- 
tion, thata Miniffer grown infolent in Power, fhould 
dare to tell his Mafter, if you do not difmifs fuch a 
Man, or. fuch another, I muft abandon you, I can no 
Jonger fupport your Governments and by fuch Lan- 
guage fhould prevail on hia to difmifs fome of y an 
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faithful Servants, only becaufe they had houourably 
opp»fed fome wicked Attempt upon the Liberties of 
their Country: I fay, if ever any one Minifier, who 
folely engroffed the Ear of his Mafter, fhould arrive at 
fuch an Infolence in Power, the King would no longer be 
the firtt Man, he would be the firft Slave in the Nation ; 
and in fuck a Cafe would it not be the Duty of Parlia- 
ment, would not they be bound in Duty both to their 
Country and King, to defire to know who it was that ad- 
vifed fuch Meafures, and what were thé Reafons for 
taking fuch, Thisis not, 1 hope, the Cafe at prefent, 
but as the Removing of thofe two noble Lords has been 
condemned by the whole Nation, it is fulicient for ju- 
ftifying us in the Application now propofed: Let us 
know who gave the Advice ; it wasa wicked one, and 
the. Wickednefs of it will, be flill more apparent, if it . 
fhall appear, that thofe who gave it dare not ‘avow their 
Reafons for giving it, 





After fome Time’s paffing without any Gentleman’s 
rifing to fpeak, but only a Call for the Queflion, Sir 
W. m W m ftood up, and fpoke in Subftance 
as follows, viz, 





SIR, 

Hether or no there are any Gentlemen in thé 

Houfe againft the Queftion, cannot, as yet, be 
determined, but if there are, 1 was in Hopes, they 
would have ftood up, and have given the Houfe fome 
SatisfaGtion as to their Reafons for being againft a Que- 
flion which feems to be highly approved of by feveral 
Gentlemen in this Houfe. What the Caufe of their 
Silence may. be, I fhall not pretend to guefs, but it 
feems we are to have no other Satisfaftion from them, 
but only a Call for the Queftion, ‘ 

In- my Opinion, the Affair now. before iis deferves a 
much more decent Treatment if it were for no other 
-Reafon, but becaufe the Names of two noblé Lords ate 
mentioned in the Queftion, both of whom have done 
goees Services to their Country, but. one,in particular. 

s I do not mean, to compliment the one, neither will 
I depretiate the Services of the other, and therefore 
fayt pryihare both done great Services, though ini diffe- 
tent Capacities; but whoever remembers the late Wart, 
which was carried on-fo much to the Honout of this Na- 
tion, muft remember how often Hondiirdble Mention Ae 

& then 
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then made in our Gazettes of Sir Richard Temple: In mott 
of the Accounts’ tranfmitted to us from Flanders, either 
of Battles or. Si¢ges, his Name generally ftood among 
the foremoft in the Lift of thofe gallant Officers, who 
bravely ventured their Lives in the Service of their 
Country. And if we look upon his Behaviour in the 
Pi it is as much to his Honour as his Service in the 
Field : In the faft he has always aéted as a good Officer 
dnd a brave Soldier, in the Defence of his Country; in 
the firft he has always behaved as a faithful Subjeft and 
a good Counfellor to his King; and that fuch a Man 
fhould be one of the firft to fall a Sacrifice to miniflerial 
Refentment is what muft give a juft Alarm to al! the 
honeft Part of Mankind: It is what principally gave 
Rife to this Day’s Debate, and, in particular, to the 
Motion now before you, which I very much approve of, 
and if no Gentléman thinks fit tu fay any thing againtt it, 
I can hardly doubt of its being unanimoufly agreed to. 








_ No other orotieman offering to fpeak, the Queftion 
‘was put, and, upona divifion, carried in the Negative 
bya Confiderable Majority. ‘ 

( Remainder next Quarter. } 
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3 POLAND. 


Ars foreign Occurrences, the Siege and Surrender 
of Dantxick claims our firft Notice, conformably to 
Promife made at the Clofe of laft Regiffer, the Par- 
ticulars. whereof follow: From the Arrival there of 
‘K. Staniflaus, with the Primate, and a large Number of 
“prime Nobility, Oéfober 2, 1733, to the latter End of 
February 1734, the. Magiftrates were bufy in forming a 
Convention with his Majefty, which was concluded and 
guaranteed by France, for the better fecuring the City 
and King Staniflaus’s Perfon. Upon which, they began 
to prepare themfelves for a vigorous Refiftance, repair 
ing the Fortifications, and throwing up Lines, Intrench- 
ments, and other Works upon the upper Grounds which 
command the Town. During this Time, they receiv’d 
-a. great Number of Officers, Engineers, and other Volun- 
tiers from Sweden and France, likewife a great Quantity 
of Arms and Ammunition, fo that the Number of the 
' Kk Befieged 
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Befieged might amount to 8000, including Poles, Swedes, 
and French, who guarded the Outworks ; and the Garri- 
fon of the Town itfelf, together with the Barghers fit to 
bear Aris, might be reafonably computed at about 
12000 more, well paid, with a namerous Artillery, 
extraordinary well provided. 

Feb. 20. The Ruffians, to the Number of 10,000, com- 
manded by General La/cy, inveited the Town, and fent 
to the Magiflrates, to fummon them to difmifs King 
Staniflaus, and to fubmit to King Augiftus, elfe to expett 
to be bombarded, and treated as Enewies. But receiving 
no fatisfa&tory Anfwer, Hoflilities began the 27th, be- 
tween the Ruffians, CojJacks, and Volunteers belonging 
to King Stanijlaus. The Ruffans about thie Time cut 
off the Redaune, a Rivulet which fupply’d the Town 
with frefh Water, fo that the Befieged were obliged to 
get it by an Horfe-Mill from the Viffala. Ttie Magi- 
ttrates of the City order’d the Gates to be fhut up, and 
the Meadows round the City to be Iaid under Water, to 
retard the Ruffians Approaches. . 

The Beginning of March, the Rufians took fome few 
Redoubts, without any great Refiftance, and the Haft, a 
Fort fituate ten Miles up thé Viftula, where the River 
divides itfelf into two Streams, that on the Right going 
to Pillaa, and that on the Left to Dantzick. They alfo 
poffefs’d themfelves of the Nehrung, a Peninfula between 
ahe Sea and Vifula. 

About the Middle of March, the General Count de 
Munich came from Péetersbourg to the Rufian Camp, to 
command the Siege, and fummon’d the Magiftrates a 
fecond Time, but to no Purpofe. Whereupon, having 
ere&ted three Batteries, he began to fire off {mall Bombs, 
and red hot Bullets of a fmall Size; thefe did little or 
no Execution. The Rafian heavy Artillery. happen’d 
unlnckily to be detain’d on the Frontiers of Pruffia. 

Ona the 25th of March, the Town fet the Suburb of 
Schotland on Fire, left the Rujians fhould make a Lodg- 
ment there ; and on the 29th, the Ruffians attack’d Holm, 
and were repuls'd: Here the Dantzickers fhew'd a great 
deal of Bravery; but the former renewing their At- 
tack on the 31ft, carry’d it after a vigorous Defence, 
The Befieged made two Sallies afterwards to regain the 
Pott, without Succefs. This Fort being taken, the City’s 
Communication with the Sea was in a great Meafure in- 
tercepted by the Redoubts and Batteries which the Ruf- 
fians ere€ted along the River: However, fome {mall 

Boats 
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Boats and flat-bottom’d Veffels, found Means to get up 
to the Town, with Recruits and Arms from Sweden, 
*till the 24th of April following, at which Time the 
Ruffian Artillery arriv’d at the Camp. 

On the 29th, Géneral Munich fent a frefh Summons to 
x Magifirates to furrender, or expe&t a furious Bom- 

rdment, and no Capitulation. The Magifirates and 
whote Town were put under the greaté{t Conflernation ; 
when a French Vefiel came up the River to the City, 
notwithftanding the Ruffian Fire, and brought Word of 
French Succours being arriv’d at Copenhagen, on theie 
Way to Dantzick. Hereupon they refolved to abide the 
Jaft Extremities. The Bombardment began May 1, N.S. 
and did great Execution, fetting the City on Fire in 
many Places. Mean Time the Ruffians advanced their 
Trenches and Attacks towards Bifcopsherg, and raifed fe- 
veral Batteries along the Viffula. On the other Hand, 
the Dantzickers made feveral Sallies, and a prodigious 
Fire on the Rufians, with confiderable Lofs on both Sides. 
In the Night between the 6th and 7th, the Fort call'é 
Somerfchank was attack’d and carry’d by the Rufiens, 
after a brave Defence made by the Befieged. General 
de Munich hada Horfe kill’d under him. This entirely 
cut off the Communication of the City with Fort Wech- 
felmunde. In the Night between the gth and roth, 3000 
Ruffians, fupported by the bett Part of the whole Army, 
attack’d the Butworks of Hagelsderg, and made two other 
falfe Attacks, one near the Gate leading to the Suburb of 
Schotland, and the other on the Back of the Hornwork of 
Hagelsberg, and were repuls’d with the Lofs of 2000 
Men, moft of their Ficld-Officers and Engineers. The 
Lofs on the Side of the Dantzickers was alfo very confi- 
derable. A few Days after, the Ruffians receiv'd a Ree 
inforcement of feveral Thoufand Ruffians and Saxons, to- 
gether with Guns and Ammunition from War/aw, which 
they began to want, having thrown above 500 Bombs 
into the City. 

On the 11th, two French Men of War and fome Tranf= 
ports landed about 1500 Men under Fort Wech/elmunde s 
but being refufed Entrance into the Fert, on Account of 
Want of Provifions, reimbark’d and fail’d back for Co- 
genhagen. During this Interval, the Rufians compleated 
a ftrong Intrenchment, to intercept the Paflage of the 
French from Wecbfeluninde to Dantzick, and began to build 
Bridges of Comminication over the River and Ca- 
nal. 
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The 19th, General Munich fummon’d the Town again 
by Letter, demanding Fort Wechfelmunde to be deliver’d 
uptohim. Upon this, the Magiftrates demanded a Su- 
fpenfion of Arms for 48 Hours, to confult with the 
Burghers : The General at firft refufed it ; but on their 
Tecond Application, was prevail’d on to grant it for the 
23d and 2q4th. The Dantzickers took this Occafion to 
repair their Works, &c. and fir’d.at, the General as he 
came too near, to obferve what they were about, This 
was contrary to the Rules of War ; but it muft be owned 
the General made the firft Breach. 

On the 24th and 2th, the French landed 2700 Men 
at Wechfelmunde, jutt before the Expiration of the Ceffa- 
tion of Arms, and on the 27th, attack’d the Intrench- 
ment near Wechfelmunde, to force their Way into the 
Town: They were Jed on by Count. Plelo, the French 
Embaffador to Denmark, and M. de la Mothe ; the firft 
was unfortunately kill’d, and the latter wounded in the 
A@ion. The French were overpower'd with Number, 
and obliged to retire ; which, however, they did in fo 
good Order, as to make their Lois much Jefs than was 
expefted. 

The Beginning of June, the Dantzickers madea Sally, 
nail’d up two Ruffian Guns anda Mortar, and retir’d. 
Soon after, the French Ships fet Sail for Copenhagen, leav- 
ing the French behind them, upon Advice of the Ap- 
proach of the Ruffian Fleet, and in their Return took a 
‘Ruffian Fregate of 32 Guns, Jaden with Ammynition 
for the Camp. 

On the 12th, the Ruffian Fleet, to the Number of 27 
Sail, anchor’d in the Road of Dantzick. The French 
kept entrenched under Fort Wech/elmunde. By this 
Time the Rafians bad thrown about 2500 Bombs into 
the City 3, upwards of 200 Hoyfes were entirely demo- 
jith’d, the Churches much.damaged, and Cathedral in 
particular, which had receiv’d about 39 Bombs for its 
Share ; the Dantzickers, however, were far from being 
sifmay’d, nay, feemed to rife under -Oppreffion, pnd 
enjoy their Sufferings; being taught fo pene they 
Mould foon fee M. du Gue Trouin, with his Squadron 
from Breft, to give them the happy Opportunity of 
‘riumphing in their Turn over their Enemies. The 
Ruffian General being equelly apprehenf nfive of the French 
Squadron coming to the Relief of the City, refolved, in 
Gonjunfien with Admiral Gordon, who commanded the 
Ruffian Fleet, to reduce Fort Wech/felmunde, as the Pre 
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pereft Means to hinder the landing of French Succours. 
A Bombardment enfu’d, and was anfwer’d by Fire from 
the Fort with equal Fury. A Magazine in the Fort 
blew up, and another in.the City.  - 

On the 16th, the Rufign Artillery and Ammunition 
landed at Fillav, arriv’d in Camps the Rufians began 
immediately to ere&t Batteries; in order to place the 
Cannon and Mortars upon them. Jn the Night between 
the 17th and 18th, the Duke of Saxe-Weiffeufe/s, General 
of the Saxons, cays’d the Trenches to be open’d before 
Fort Wechfelmunde, to befiege it in Form, On the 18th, 
General Munich did the fame with the Rufians.. The 
French made a Sally from under ‘the Fort, but were re- 

mls’d. The next Day General de Munich fummon’d the 
Fort and Commander in Chief of the French Troops to 
furrender, they demanded three Days to confider on it, 
which was granted them, About the fame Time, an 
Ecclefiaflick came into Camp from the Primate in Dang- 
mick, to make fome Propofals to Count Poninski, Mar- 
thal of the Confederacy : Meanwhile it appear’d, his 
ighnefs had fent the laft Univerfalia to the Polifh Nobi- 
ity, to take Horfe and come to the Relief of the City. 
ting the three Days allow’d the Garrifon of Fort 
Wechfelmunde to confider, they fent two Officers to Dant- 
zick, by Permiffion from the Ruffian General, to confer 
with the Primate, but his Highnefs would not fee them. 
The Term being thus expir’d on the 22d, they obtain'd 
a longer Refpite, wherein they agreed to furrender 
on following Terms, ‘ That the French Regiments 
© encamp’d under the Fort, fhould be reconduéted fafe 
* on Board the Ruffian Veffels, to any Port of the Baltick 
$ which fhopld be agreed upon with the Ruffian Admi- 
© ral; That the faid Troops eve be fuffer’d to em- 
* bark thence for France, on Board their Squadron, or 
¢ other Merchant.Ships: That they thoyld be allow'd 
“to embark and-debark Drums beating and Colours fly- 
§ ing: But that upon their Entrance into Ruffian Veflels, 
$ they thould deliver up their Arms, to be kept fafe 
f "till their Landing ; That the Sqwedi/h Colonel de Stge- 
© kelsberg, and Troops of his Nation thould be convey’d 
© fafe to Sweden, and the Fort furrender in two Days.” 
Accordingly, on the asth, Fort Wechfelwynde was put 
gnto the Hands of the Dyke of Saxe-Weilenféls, who 
gaus'd a Saxon Garrifon to be put into it immediate 
dy. The Hrench being embark'd, together with the 
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were by this Time pretty well fatisfy’d, that the Fai- 





lure of M.du Gue Trouin’s Squadron from Breft, was. | 


owing to fomething more than contrary Winds. Befides, 
when Fort Wechfelmunde was furrender’d under their 
Nofes, "twas high Time to look about them. Thus we 
find a gallant People obliged to fubmit to the Iniquity 
(if it may be fo term’d) of their Circumftances, Ac- 
cordingly, on the 26th, they fent frefh Deputies to the 
Ruffian General de Munich, to demand a Sufpenfion of 
Arms for eight Days: The General would allow them 
buteight Hours to furrender in ; however, on the 28th 
was prevail’d to grant them three Days, wherein to 
capitulate : But on the 29th, being informed by a pri- 
vate Letter from a Magiftrate, that King Staniflaus mide 
his Efcape that Night, his Excellency refum’d Hoftili- 
ties, and began to bombard the City with great Fury 5 
upon which the Magiftracy wrote the following fecond 
Letter, dated une 29. 


we intparted the Refolution taken by the Members 

this City, with Regard to the Polifi Nobles ftill 
here: We at the fame Time intreated your Excellency 
to give a favourable Admilfion to our Deputies, then 
geing to adjuft Matters concerning the City. In fhort, 
we intreated an entire Sufpenfion of Arms, and in Con- 
fequence of this Step we expefted a favourable Anfwer: 
from your Excellency, to put us in a Condition to ex- 
tritate ourfelves from the Difficulties and Anxiety we 
have hitherto labour’d under: But inflead of fuch In- 
dulgence as we expe we have the Misfortune to fee 
the City cannonaded an@ bombarded as before. We are 
the more fenfibly toych’d with Grief on this Occafion, 
‘becaufe we'cannot apprehend wherein we have deferv’d 
the Difgrace of fuch Treatment : Whatever may be the 
Caufe thereof, we ftill have fo much Confidence in the 
Honour and generous Difpofition of your Excellency, as 
to flatter ourfelves you will not quite opprefs us. 
Wherefore we take the Liberty to apply to you, and 
beg of you not to impute it to any premeditated Defign 
on our Part, if contrary to Expeftation we have com- 
mitted any A& difpleafing to your Excellency, fince we 
ar€ intirely ignorant wherein that volyntary Mifcondu& 
confifts: On the contrary, we earneftly defire your Ex- 
celléncy to perfwade yourfelf, that we Have nothing 
more at Heart than to enjoy the ineftimable —— 


Byes Letter written yefterday to your Excellency, 
© 
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of their Imperial and Royal Majefties of Rufis and Poe 
land, as. we have already explain’d ourfelves at large ; 
and that wé“ate moft heartily ready to join in the Repofe 
of the Publick. May it pleafe your’ Excellency to hear 
our Petition, and grant our Deputies Paffports, who 
fhall be furnifh’d with full Powers to end all Differences, 
in Confideration that the City has already agreed to what 
was demanded of her, and acknowledg’d Auguflus II. 
as lawful Sovéreign, and promifing an entire Fidelity to 
his Majefty, not to intermeddle with the Interéfis of 
the Noblemien that are in the City, but promofe as far-as 
lies in us, a quick and fpeedy Accommodation. We 
fhall‘ever retain a grateful Senfe of this Favour. 
. Done at Dantzick, June 29, 1734. 





P.S. While we are difpatching thefe, we learn: by the 
Polifh Nobles that the Retreat of the principal Perfon 
that has hitherto been here; engag’d your Excellency to 
refume the Bombardment, and that your Excellency 
would feign know the Reality and Circumftances of the 
faid Retreat ; we therefore think it incumbent on us to 
acquaint your Excellency, that we had not the leatt 
Knowledge thereof, till the Matquefs de Monti, the 
French Embaffador, acquainted us at about Four the 
fame Day in the Afternoon, nordid we co-operate theres 
in :, We pray’d his Excellency to give us the Particulare 
in what Manner his Retreat was effested 5 but could get 
no farther Account but that he was gone, as appears by 
an Atteftation fign’d and feal’d by his Excellency. We 
beg your Excellency will be perfwaded of our-Enno- 
cence in this Matter. 

; Then follows the Atteftation : 

T declare in Honour and Confcience, that neither the 
Polifh Lords, nor the Magittracy, nor the leaft Burgher 
in the City, was ever made privy to the Retreat of 
King mer en 

Dantzick, Fune 29, 1734. 

MONTI, French Embdaffador. 


~ Count Munich’s Anfwer to the Magiftracy of Dantzick. 


OUR Letters of the 28th and 29th are come tp 
Hand, with the Atteftation annex’d to them: I 
underftand the Magiftracy was not privy to the Retreat 
of Staniflaus Lefcinski ; that they leave the Poli/fh Lords 
in the City to provide for their own Intcrefy, and are 
a i tab 2 refely'’d 
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refolv’d to adjuft the Affairs of the City as foon as pofli- 
ble, and fend a new Deputation, defiring in the Interim 
a Sufpenfion of Arms. ° 04a 
_ But as the Retreat. of what you call the principal Per- 
fon appears very ftrange, and fo oddly circumftanc’d, 
that I_know not yet how to believe it, the Venerable 
Magiftracy, and Members of the City, cannot but bée— 
fenfible what Difficulty I tie under how to anfwer for 
fuch: an, Efcape to her Imperial Majefty, my gracious 
Sovertign.; which, if true, cannot but, be attended with 
very ill Confequences to the City ; the rather, becaufe 
the Deputies that were with me. two Days fince, not 
only affur’d me that the Perfun abovemention’d was in the 
. City, but that the entire Difpofal both of Civil and Mi- 
litary: Affairs. were in the Hands of the, Magiftrates : 
Upon) which, my firft Demand was, that Staniflaus Lef- 
einski, .with his Adherents, fhould be deliver’d up to 
me. ’Tis plain this Retreat could not be made without 
the Privity of the Magiftrates ; I expett therefore 4 
very full and particular, Account of this Matter; If the 
Magiftrates fill perfift that they had: no Knowledge 
therein, I demand, ia ;the Name of her tim peri! Ma- 
jefty of Rufia, that upon Receipt of this all Perfons, 
whether Inhabitants or Foreigners, of what Condition of 
Quality foever, liable to Sufpicion of haying been con 
cern’d in the faid Efcape, be forthwith feiz’d and. kept 
apart, tobe firi@ly examin’d, in order to difcover t 
nner, Time, and Hour wherein ’twas made, who 
affified therein, and in what Drefs, as well as to what 
Place the Perfon in Quéftion is retir’d.to: The Venera- 
ble Magiftracy will not take it amife, if I fend two Pet- 
fons on the Part of their Imperial and Royal Majefties 
to be prefent at the faid Examination, inorder to make 
a fuitable Report to them: By this Means a proper 
Judgment may be forni’d of the Condué of the Magi- 
ftracy in fo nice an Affair; and I may. know if they are 
fo well intention’d to their Royal and Polit Majetties 
as they profefs themfelves, or willing to skreen fuch 
Perfons as remain in the City, and perhaps may have 
been concerni’d in the Efcape. Though ’tis not to be 
um’d that any of the Polif: Lords. that remain in 
the City, after having fubmitted to his Polish Majefty, 
swill think of retiring ; yet I think proper to warn the 
Magifitacy to take Care none may efcape, much Iefs the 
Marquels de Monti, his Domefticks, or thofe of Sta- 
wifldus. Lefcinski, ander Pain of the Indignation of her 
Czarian 
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Czarian Majefty. And fince the Venerable Magittracy 
has réceiv’d Staniflaus Lefcinskiin the City, and kept 
him till his pretended Retreat, and have at length, by 
theit own Confeffion, let him ¢fcape through Negleét, I 
demand that the Primate of Poland, the Marquefs de 
Monti, and Palatine Ponjatowski, be delivet’d forthwith 
into my Fiands, and Security given for the Appearance 
of the reit of the Polifh Nobility. 
_ ‘The Atteftation of the Marquefs de Monti is far from 
a Difcharge ; for by that it does not appear, whether 
Staniflaus is gone, or hss only chang’d his Apartment, 
or rctif’d into a Convent. Befides, the Magiltracy has 
given no Account whether the Officers or Soldiers in Gar- 
rifon, that guard the Gates of the City, ever had the 
ieaft Knowledge of what they pretend*has happen’d. 
Asto the putation they want to fend, and the Suf- 
penfion of Arms they require upon it, it appears by 
feveral Circumftances, and in particular by the Orders 
which the Governor of the City gave two Days ince, 
and Hoftilities fince. committed, that the Magiflracy 
does not ferioufly mean to ftand’to ejther one Article or 
‘the'other: Wherefore if the Magiftracy will deliver up 
one of the Gates, of the City, conformably to the De- 
‘clatation’ made by their Deputies, thereby to anfwer 
my juft Pretenfions, I will receive their Deputies once 
moreé not to lofe Time, provided they are furnifh’d with 
ful Powers; and fhall be ready, in Conjun@ion with 
the’Prince of Saxe-Weiffenfels, to finith Affairs to mu- 





tual Satisfaction 
, Dene at } i Head Quarters Sign’d 
.pyAt Olre, June 30,1734 |. Count DE MUNICH. 


“All the Poli Lords'in Dantzick, fign’d the following 
AG of Submilfion to Auguftus IIL, on the 29th. 


WW Ferets by the Permiffion of Divine Providence, 
by the prefent Circumflances of Affairs, and 
Eyents which have happen’d, the Will of the Almighty 
Fb eg appears in ‘Fayour of the Iiluftrious Eletior of 
Saxony, We underwritten, in Confideration of the prefent 
State’ of Affairs, hereby acknowledge and receive the 
‘Aluftrious Ele&tor as our rightful Sovereign ; being 
juttly perfwaded that he will preferve and inviolably 
maintain our Rights and Privileges: In Confidence 
“wWhertof we'fign thefe prefents. _ 
mr Sa saan: * tes of Ploko, &2c. &c. Be. 
{ 


b 


Pyrfiant 
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Purfuant to the Direftions of the Ruffian General de 
Munich, in his Anfwer above, on the rit of July Depu- 
tice came again from the City to the Ru Camp; 
when a Capitulation was agreed upon, and fome Ruffian 
and Saxon Troops took Poffeffion thereon of one of the 
Gates of the City. 

On the 34, King Staniflaus arriv’d at Mariemwerder, 
in the Prujian Territories, quite alone, in a Peafant’s 
Habit, and with no other Convenience than that of a 
Waggon. His Majefty made himfelf known to the Pru/- 
fian Governor, and was receiv’d with fuitable Diftin&tion. 
Accounts from all Parts agree, that the Equanitnity of 
his Majefty’s Temper on this Occafion, fhone through 
his Sufferings in fuch Manner, as to saife the Admira- 
tion of all that had the Honour to approach him. 

On the oth, the Capitulation of Dantzick was fign’d, 
confifting of 16 Articles, an Extraét of the principal 
ones follows. 





I. The City thall acknowledge AugufPur. 

Af, It thall fend a folemn Deputation to Petersbourg. . 

III. Commiffaries fhall be named to examine into al) 
that pafs’d relating to the Retreat of King Staniflaus. 

IV. The City thal! pay a Million of Crowns to Ru/- 
fia, for the Expences of the War, 
_ V. One Hundred Thoufand Crowns fhall be paid, by 
Way of Compliment, for their Liberty. 

VI. The Gate of Oliva hall be guarded by 100 Saxons, 
till the Pacification of the Troubles. 

VIL. Fort Wech/elmunde fhall be guarded in like Man- 
ner “till the faid Pacification. a 

VIII. The Regiment of the Crown Guards, and that 
of Bafchoir Dragoons, fhall march out with all military 
Honours, but fhall after furrender Prifoners of War. . 

IX. The Garrifon dependant on the City, thall be 
prefered on the ancient Foot, as well as the Soldiers in 
‘the Pay of the City. * 


Befides the Sum agreed on by Capitulation, the Ruffian 
_Generattnfifted on a Million of Crowns, by Way of Sa- 
tisfaGlion: for the Efcape of King Stanijlans 3 but gave 
Hopes that a Remifion might -be obtained by a proper 
‘Deprecation. . ABN oe rq ae! 


During this Time, feveral Copies. appeared of two 
Letters written. by King Stanifizus,. at follows, 
pu . , , “ 


King 
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‘King Staniflaus’s Letter to the Primate and Grandees of 
Poland. 


Dear beloved Friends, “eg 
} foo not tell you what I fuffer, you know my 

Grief at parting ; the Refolution forced upon me to 
leave you, was groundet! only on the Infignificancy of 
my becoming a Sacrifice ; this was your own Opinion : 
I embrace you all, with the Primate at the Head of 
you, from the Bottom of my. Heart, and conjure you 
by all that is moft dear to me, your own Interefls, to 
unite more than ever, to fupport as far as poffible the 
true Intereft of your Country, whofe whole Dependance 
lies at prefent in your Perfons, Tears force their Way 
and blot my Paper. ——— No more —— Could you fee 
may Heart, there you might read better what's engray’d 
upon it. bull be 
sh ; Staniflaus Rex. 


To the ity of Dantzick. 


Leave you not before I am torn from you; I have 

ftaid "till the laft Moment, to enjoy your unperallell’d 
Fidelity ¢ I carry along with me the whole Load of 
your Sufferings, with the Senfe of what Obligations & 
have to you, of which I fhall give you the moft convin- 
cing Proofs on every Otcafion ; I with you only all the 
‘Mappinefs you deferve, which will alleviate the Grief 
I lie under for being fnatch’d from your Arms. 


Your moft affeftionate King, 


Staniflaus. 


On the toth, King Asgufus was proclaim’d in the 
City of Dantzick,’ On the sgth, his. Majefty arriv’d at 
the Convent of Oliva, and: wast réceived with the ur- 
moft Splendout : Mean while feveral of the Polish Gran- 
dees in the City-were put under an Arreft. On the 2oth 
A age Hhormeretee ns hd at we in the Prefence of 

ing A , about a general Amnefty. Another on 
the 24th, wherein ’twas refolw’d to bring the recufant 
‘Noblemen before the ‘King, together with the Confor- 
mifts. Here an Oath was propofed them, which after « 
Jong Debate, was taken by all prefent, except the two 
Staroftes of the great Houfe of Sapriha; after which, 
the King declared a general Amnefty, by the Mouth of 

the 
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the Bifhop of Cracow, On the 26th, the Deputies of 
the City; confifting of thirteen Perfons, had Audience of 
his Majefty, when the conforming Grandees were pre- 
fented again, and had the Honour to kifs the .King’s 
Hand, Qn the 30th, his Majefty fet out on his Return 
' to Drefden, leaving the Bifhop of Cracow, to make his 
Publick Entry into the, City, in his Rogm: This occa- 
fion’d much Speculation. .;. . . : 

So far the Affairs of King Augu/fus went, on, with an 
Air of Succefs+in that Quarter,; but if we confider the 
reft of Ruland, his Intereft appears very precarious ; it 
would be tedious to mention what Harafiment the Ruf 
fians.and, Sawons met with in their Marches, which, tho’ 
‘not, memorable enough to require particular Notice in 
this Account, yet fufficiently denote the Spirit of the 
Country. . = 





The Neceffity we lay under to infert Home Tranfaétions this 
' "" Quarter, obliges us to refer the Accounts from Italy 
end the Upper Rhine to »ext Regifter, — 


FIN IS. 








